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The Lottery Analysis

The Lottery is a short story which was written by Shirley Jackson in 1948 to describe a small American town that the residents described as blissful. In the literal context, “The Lottery” is the most famous of all short stories as the context gives the real picture of the societal dynamics. Importantly, the author talks of evil in the society and the abandonment of reason by a group of people thus indicating the growing lack of morals in the society. Additionally, Jackson illustrates these themes by stating that adherence to traditions without thinking leads to adverse consequences and mental erosion. 
Considerably, Jacksons speaks against following traditions that she claims led to the death of community members each year. The lottery beliefs were dangerous to the very existence of the people as they were composed of rituals that nobody understood in terms of both meaning and origin. As such, the author recommends that the villages abandon behaviors that destroy the society’s fabric and develop a strategy to use the voice of reason to promote communal development 
Moreover, random persecution is another element that Jackson explains and claims that it further degrades the morals of this small town. The aspect that friends participate in the killing depicts the loss of trust among close associates and families. Sadly, the process is conducted without considering whether an individual is innocent or wrong in the identified actions. Unfortunately, the participants are judged according to the marked and this calls to a consequence of a painful death. 
Similarly, the blindness to the traditions is perpetrated by old individuals in the society that are focused towards continuing with criminal activities despite protests individuals like Tessie. However, characters like Hutchison continued with the activities by duping the community that he has “got it” to help sanitize the death of the young community members. However, the rise in protests and the corresponding tensions indicate the small town will realize the evils that are associated with “The Lottery”.
Further instructions on the lottery management came from Mr. Summer informing the members to hurry up the process of criminating an innocent member. It is at this moment that the villagers take stones and run towards Tessie who is standing in the middle of the crowd. Still, Tessie continues to maintain her stand claiming that the lottery is not fair. She is hit by a stone in the head.  Everyone begins throwing the stones at Tessie, and this is the irony which is brought out by the author. 
When the readers began the story, everyone’s expectation was about someone winning something good or being awarded a prize. But it was unfortunate that the events in this small town turn to be conducting something different from what is expected of a usual lottery.  It is hard to tell how the lottery of the village turned to be chaotic and even one Tessie being stoned by the villagers. Additionally, it is very sad that there is no one that comes to rescue her during the amid the turn of events. The choice of topic shows the authors prowess in using rhetorical strategies to bring meaning to a phenomenon. 
In essence, the author presents the readers to a village where people try to preserve tradition, but it seems they have forgotten some essential components. For instance, the box which that was used during this lottery is not the original one.  It is evident they recall little details of the box used. Rumors are just being made about the songs and salutes, but there is not a single person who can tell how the tradition started and what it entailed.  It is very upsetting that the only thing which has remained consistent during the lottery is the violence.  The only thing that the villagers still remember how it was traditionally used is the stone. Otherwise, they have long forgotten the other elements of the lottery. Therefore, Jackson recommends the need to apply the voice of reason as a strategy to reduce evil and eliminate traditions that lead to the destruction of community values. 
 It is true that most critical discussions of the Jackson actually tend to spotlight on "The Lottery" and also The Haunting of Hill House. An instigator of that accomplishment and one so completely engaged with the pressures as well as preoccupations of the postwar America merits fuller discussion. To that conclusion, this collection actually widens the scope of the Jackson scholarship with the new writing on those works as The Road through the Wall and also, We Have Always Lived in the Castle, and some topics ranging from Jackson's family literature to the ethics, cosmology, and also eschatology. The book as well makes lately obtainable some of the most important Jackson scholarship published in the last two decades. 
