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Booth Library: A Valuable Resource
	Booth Library offers several different resources for the students, faculty, and staff of Davis & Elkins College. These resources are also available during the open hours for community members. The library is excellent for answering questions, doing homework, studying, and many other things for the college community. This facility offers several different books, magazines, maps, newspapers, and even a hold shelf in which professors can place books for their classes. Booth Library is placed in the middle of the campus of Davis & Elkins College, and it is often a high traffic area for students, faculty, staff, and community members. The bridge that is in front of the library is one of the only routes to get to the other side of campus, due to this central location, it would bring much attention to the building. It is strategically placed and used for the benefit of those who need the resources. Since there are several types of books, magazines, journals, maps, and newspapers, there is almost always a resource for everyone. 
	When thinking of the individual that does not go to the library, there are several things that they are missing out. The resources that are being offered are very beneficial for the learning process. There are specific areas for printing, computer usage, and several study spaces. If students do not take advantage of the things the library offers, they are missing out on great opportunities that will only benefit their learning and studying experience. There are certain areas that are being used specifically for studying. These include four private study rooms on the third floor and the entire first floor. The first floor is the quiet floor, meaning there should be no conversation, and if there is, it needs to be at a whispering or lower level. Due to this, it would force the people who are using this floor to study or do homework. There is another large room on the third floor, the student lounge, which can be closed off and can be used for studying or doing homework in large groups. 
	One of the most used resources of Booth Library would be the printing services. Students are given a certain amount of PaperCut money, which is to be used for the printing services in the library. When a student needs to print something, they can use any of the computers on the first floor as well as all of the computer in the lab. They are asked to input their PaperCut login information when they are about to print. Each page is a certain amount of money, and each of their printing sessions is taken off of their total amount of money on their account. It is possible to add more money to this account through the business office. However, if all money is not spent on this account, then it is lost at the end of the year. 
	Another most used resource that the library offers would be the online sources that can be used for research. The online databases do come in handy often when a student is trying to research for an assignment. All of these sources are scholarly and very beneficial to the learning process. This is also a feature that is available for community members. If research is being done in the library, then anyone can use it. However, if anyone is trying to access this off-campus, then there is a secure login that must be used. This is likely one of the best features that the library offers because it is so useful. Many professors require students to have scholarly sources for assignments; therefore, these databases can be beneficial. 
	The library is a very central location on campus. It is nearly impossible to go from one side of campus to the other without passing by or in front of the library. The library is often used as a hangout place for students who are waiting between classes. This is especially true for commuter students. It is often easier for commuter students to go and sit in the library and study or relax than to drive back home and then return for their next class. On-campus students also do this because sometimes there are only a few minutes to waste time between classes, and by the time they would walk back to their dorm room, it would be time to turn around and come back to class. However, students who stay in the dorms that are in the center of campus often go back there, but this usually counts for the ones who live in the dorms further away.
	The library is an excellent place for students to go and meet other students to study together or to work on group projects. Dorm rooms are tiny, and not many people can fit in them. The library becomes a central location for these types of situations so that all individuals are comfortable enough to be able to work together. It is also beneficial for study groups. There are areas where groups of students can meet and work together. I have always enjoyed the library for the simple fact that it is quiet. Doing homework or studying at home can be very distracting, but being in a different place with fewer distractions helps me focus better. 
	Another exciting feature of the library is the maker space area. Maker space is an area that is only able to be used by Computer Science students. Some of the machines available are laser cutting, 3D printing, a sewing machine, and other types of machinery. Dr. Stauber, one of the computer science instructors, often teaches classes in the library. This is done because maker space has the tools necessary for teaching the class that he would not have use to in a regular classroom setting. 
	Personally, I use the maker space often because I am a computer science major. I have previously had classes in the library where the maker space is being used. I believe this technology is very beneficial to computer science students because it allows improving education. Since technology is a significant aspect of this century, this is helpful because if a student wants to continue education or work somewhere there, these things are being used, then they will already have some training. Maker space has been helpful to me because it has taught me many things about technology and has allowed me to practice these skills before graduating. 
	There are other things that can be used in the library. There are certain materials that can be checked out, such as calculators, scissors, markers, and even cell phone chargers. However, the use of the library does not just stop with students using things on the inside. Outside of the entrance, there is a picnic table located on the balcony of the library. It is normal to find students sitting there with friends or sitting there alone and studying. Since the bridge is such a high traffic area, there have been psychology experiments conducted there since there are many people walking through there at once. 
	I think for me, I make use of mostly the maker space, the printing services, and mostly just being able to go there between my classes. Booth Library is an interesting place for me because it is much different from the library of my old college. It is very modern; the employees know a lot about what is going on and are always available to answer questions. The employees are beneficial in the sense that if I would go to them with a question, they would likely come with me to wherever I am working to help me resolve the issue, and they do not seem bothered by having to answer questions or offer assistance. 
Booth Library has many beneficial resources for several different groups of people. It is helpful when it comes to studying, relaxing, seeing friends, printing assignments, and many other things. Maker space is a relatively new but very beneficial aspect of the library as it helps broaden the education of those students who can use it. The different types of materials that can be checked out are also beneficial because if you have forgotten your calculator or your phone is dying or even if you need a random tool for your education, the library most likely has it available. The resources Booth Library has to offer are useful for students, faculty, staff, and community members. The late nights studying, the lines of students waiting to print assignments, paper jams, people are talking when you are trying to study, and just the atmosphere of a college library. Booth Library is a substantial part of the campus of Davis & Elkins College. 
	



