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Paper One

Aside from gathering and organizing information, aside from generating critiques and analyses that forever fall on deaf ears, what might the literate arts be said to be good for? How - and in what limited ways - might reading and writing be made to matter in the new world that is evolving before our eyes? 
--Richard Miller, “The Dark Night of the Soul”

The epigraph above comes from the second essay we will read this term, Richard Miller’s “The Dark Night of the Soul.” Miller is grappling with the question of how we can make reading and writing matter in a “new world that is evolving before our eyes,” a world marked by events like the Columbine massacre, the 9/11 terrorist attack, the problem of climate change and other disasters, natural and man-made.  Miller writes: “The practice of the humanities ... is not about admiration or greatness or appreciation or depth of knowledge or scholarly achievement; it's about the movement between worlds, arms out, balancing; it's about making the connections that count” (198).  This term we are going to look at how three different writers approach the issue of how reading and writing can be made to matter in a dangerous world.
We begin with the epilogue from Dave Cullen’s book Columbine. Pay attention to the publication history of the book.  The hard cover edition came out in 2009. The paperback edition added an appendix with writings of the killers (from their class work, journals, and the internet). This edition also includes new information based on interviews with their parents. The latest edition in 2016 includes the epilogue we are reading. So if Cullen took 10 years to write the original version of the book, starting as he covered the massacre in real time, by 2016 he had spent 17 years studying Columbine before he wrote the epilogue, before he was able to say “I understand now” about many things, including his own experience (“Epilogue” 376).

Write an essay is which you use this epilogue to explore what Cullen learned in seventeen years of writing about the Columbine massacre. What is he actually writing about, by the time he finishes the epilogue? What is this 17-year project about, based on what you’ve read here and in the earlier article, “The Depressive and the Psychopath.”
How does Cullen make writing matter after the Columbine massacre? Study the connections made and implied from one section to the other. What does his immersion in the Columbine case allow him to connect? What “worlds” is he able to move inside? What worlds does he “move between”? Where might he be stuck, unable to connect? Why does he keep writing about school shootings? And what is he about to say that matters to himself and others?  
These questions are not “questions in the back of the book” that require short answers. They are questions you can use (or not) to gain some traction in your reading of the epilogue. Your task is to find materials in the epilogue, and possibly in the earlier article, that will help you explain your view of Cullen’s project.

	Your paper should be 4-6 pages, double-spaced, in 12-point font, with 1” margins. You can upload the paper onto the Blackboard site under “Content.” 


Here is the link that you are going to use a paper instruction:

http://www.slate.com/articles/news_and_politics/politics/2017/11/the_sham_defense_of_roy_moore.html

[bookmark: _GoBack]
