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Nurses have a contractual responsibility towards responding in disasters to the affected. However, they are also entitled to ensure maximum personal safety and not to risk their lives in exchange of saving other people’s lives. They are entitled to uphold morality even in extreme disasters like genocide, rape and global feminization of poverty (American Nurses Association, 2015). They are entitled to carefully assessing their intentions, and weighing all the possible options in reaction to a disaster. After carefully weighing, they are expected to take the option with the least possible risk. According to the nursing code of ethics, nurses must stress for the protection of human rights especially for the highly vulnerable groups like the elderly, children, disabled, prisoners and socially stigmatized individuals. Despite of being a contractual responsibility, naturally nurses have sympathy and empathy for patients. Thus, in conjunction to their contractual responsibility, they will also help in disaster put of the humanity in them. 
According to the ANA Code of Ethics for Nurses with Interpretive Statement, it clearly provides a section of altered standard care. In this section, it outlines how treatment may change in times of disaster clearly depicting that nurses have a contractual responsibility to respond to disaster (American Nurses Association, 2015). Basing on the state laws, in times of disaster, nurses should be recruited to the emergency section of the hospital while some are sent out to the field or site of disaster to provide first aid services or emergency care. In such cases, the law strictly states that nurses on leave or off-duties should be immediately called back to work so that maximum care can be provided to save lives. The intensity of the disaster determines the number of nurses to be directed to handling the victims of a disaster. 
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