ENG 1121 | Evaluation Essay (10% of Course Grade)

For this first writing assignment, I’ll ask you to write an evaluation of Zinser’s article “The Good, the Bad, and The Daily Show.” 

Evaluation Scenario
Imagine that I am writing a book on the impact that recent popular TV shows have had on contemporary popular culture, and that I have hired you as a research assistant. I am asking you to read a few articles that address this specific overlap between popular TV shows and popular culture in the U.S. Your job is to read the Zinser article and then write evaluation of it for me stating your opinion on whether or not the article would be a useful reference for my book project.
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Your essay should feature the following components:

Introduction Paragraph: The introduction should list the author by his full name and also provide the name of the article. It should also provide a brief summary of the article to help readers better contextualize your evaluation of the article in the rest of the essay. Your introduction should end with a thesis statement that clearly and directly states your overall opinion on the article’s effectiveness for its original intended audience.

Body of Supporting Paragraphs: The body of your essay should be made up of at least 3-4 fully developed paragraphs. Each of these paragraphs should begin with a topic sentence that logically answers the question your thesis provokes and states the “criterion” under consideration for the paragraph and your “judgment” on that criterion.  The middle of each paragraph should provide supporting details that substantiate your “judgment” in the topic sentence.  Finally, each paragraph should end with a concluding sentence that reminds readers of the main point of the paragraph.

Concluding Paragraph: The concluding paragraph should remind readers of your overall claim (mentioned in your thesis) and link that reminder to a summarized version of the 3-4 points you made in the body of your essay.

Assignment Parameters

Length: At least two full pages of essay text, but no more than three full pages.
Format: According to the MLA Formatting Document available in D2L.

Due: See your syllabus/schedule for first and final draft due dates.
