This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeResponse to the topic: Does the essay respond to the topic with insight, depth and originality, while clearly meeting the terms of the assignment?

10.0 pts
This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeThesis Statement: Is the thesis statement clearly focused and develop a compelling argument and advance the ideas of the topic with individual insight?


15.0 pts
This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeDoes the essay include a summary of the assigned text? Does the summary integrate the authors’ words with your own? Does the summary provide specific support for claims, including effective use of paraphrase and 1-2 quotations that integrate those writers’ words with your own?

20.0 pts
This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeDoes the body explain your analysis and rationale of the argument completely? Do these explanations make sense? Are the details relevant? Does the argument go beyond class discussion using exceptional analysis? Does the confirmation provide specific support for claims, including effective use of paraphrase and 1-2 quotations that integrate those writers’ words with your own?


20.0 pts
This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeStructure/ Paragraphs: • Are the paragraphs organized and long enough to respond thoroughly to the prompt? • Has the writer provided enough specific support to prove that you read the essay(s) completely? • Does the essay follow the guidelines of the assignment (amount/type of sources, etc.) • Does the essay transition between ideas fluidly? Does the order of the argument make sense?
25.0 pts
This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeConclusion: Does the conclusion address: Why is the issue important? What are the implications of the article? Why should the reader care?

10.0 pts
This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeLanguage Usage and Mechanics: Does the essay exhibit superior control of language, including diction, phrasing, syntactic variety, and an ability to paraphrase accurately? Does the essay avoid serious errors in mechanics and usage? Is the writing grammatically, spelling and punctuation correct?

10.0 pts
This criterion is linked to a Learning OutcomeFormat: MLA; typed, double-spaced, 12-point font, Times New Roman, 1-inch margins, pages numbered, proper heading, PAGE LENGTH REQUIREMENT: 3-5 pages (750-1250 words); includes proper in-text citations and an MLA Works Cited page (see A Writer's Reference for guidelines)

10.0 pts
Total Points: 120.0
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Balance is Key: The Effect of Technology on the Developing Brain
SUMMARY OF ARTICLE #1: (TS) In the article “Is Technology Scrambling
My Baby’s Brain?” published in The Verge in 2009, Ben Popper questions the effects technology
could have on his son’s developing brain after his wailing baby is quickly soothed by the comic
images on his iPhone. (MP#1) Popper’s mother and wife are both horrified by this, and his wife
responds by shouting “You’re going to turn him into a vegetable.” (ELAB) Popper refers to their
reaction as “knee-jerk technophobia,” and yet this prompts him to research the effects of
technology on early childhood development. (MP#2) Popper finds that technology can benefit
the child, especially during the first two years of his or her life. (ELAB) In an attempt to
rationalize this claim, Popper turns to Dr. Dimitri Christakis, director of the Center for Child
Health Behavioral and Development at Seattle Children’s Research Institute. (ELAB) Christakis
conducted a research on two groups of children by “comparing the effect of television to
interactive iPad games. (ELAB) Although the study is not yet finished, Dr. Christakis
hypothesizes that children tend to learn more when they interact and take part in the learning
process. (MP#3) Popper decides that instead of depriving children of technology, it should be
used as quality time where the parent and child can bond. (ELAB) According to expert Michael
Levine, “If you’re there to guide them, today’s interactive devices can be a great way to learn
and to bond.” (ELAB) Popper believes it difficult to deprive children of technology. (CS) Popper
concludes that children should indeed be exposed to technology and should be used to the benefit 
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of the child. (TRANSITION) The question is: is Popper fooling himself? Of course, nearly all
technological advances are the sight for criticism. (Thesis Statement) While many argue that
technology is harmful, they fail to be realistic and realize that Popper is correct when he argues
that a balanced approach is necessary.
RESPONSE, AS INFORMED BY OTHER ARTICLES:
(TS) There is always a tendency to expect the worst from a newly developed tool or
device. (MP#1) Many besides Popper’s mother and wife argue that technology has changed our
capacity to focus. (ELAB) In his article “Is Google Making Us Stupid? What the Internet is
doing to Our Brains,” Nicholas Carr claims that the Internet has simplified the way we research
and work and that we can no longer focus when reading. (ELAB) In fact, he argues that it has
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