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Existentialism
Introduction

The existentialism theory was developed by Gabriel Marcel.  It was the most influential theory in Europe from 1930 to the mid-20th century. Many philosophers believe that life in itself inclusive of its experiences and interactions is quite meaningless. Most of these philosophers wrote with a high degree of passion and urgency for their work. All the themes that are  philosophical significance in understanding the framework of this theory. The theory does not deny the basics of science; it only states that human beings cannot be clearly understood in respect to them. They are simply complicated individuals with contradicting beliefs and views. It is thus not enough to know all the truths and science behind the human nature. Existentialism can thus be defined as the philosophical theory that is governed by authenticity in respect to understanding human existence through a set of categories. 

Biography

Gabriel marcel was a French philosopher. Besides, he was a leading Christian existentialist, a music critic and a playwright. He was born on 7th December 1889 in Paris, France and he died on 8th October 1973 in the same town.  His mother was Lure Mayer, a Jewish who died when he was simply a young boy. When his mother died, Marcel became depressed as he was barely four years old. This prompted his father to marry his mother’s sisters; an aunt who helped Henry Marcel in rising up his son and nephew. Henry Marcel was a famous agnostic who worked as a French Diplomat to Sweden. He was an only child and his father was quite devoted at educating him through frequent travels across Europe. Gabriel hated the classroom environment and loved learning about the intellectual life. Marcel was equally an atheist until in 1929 when he converted to Catholicism and greatly supported people in reaching out to non-Catholics.  In 1910, Marcel got an equivalent of the modern day Masters at the age of only 20. Marcel worked as the head of information service during the First World War to help in conveying messages and news about injured soldiers to their family through the Red Cross network. 

After the war, Marcel married Jacqueline Boegner and in these early years of marriage, he learnt how to playwright and criticize literature. Marcel’s main interests were ontology, ethics and subjectivity. He was greatly influenced by Edmund Husser, Josiah Royce, Friedrich Schelling and Martin Heidegger. On the other hand, he influenced Emmanuel Levanis, Jean Wah and Pierre Boutang. Marcel wrote a dozen of books and many plays which exceed thirty plays. In his work, Marcel focused on the struggles which human beings underwent in a technologically dehumanizing society.  Despite of the fact that he is considered the father of the theory of existentialism, Marcel dissociated from Jean-Paul Sartre another famous philosopher and he decided to call his thoughts as the philosophy of existence. 

Development

 Existentialists have a wide variety of thoughts which are somehow similar in nature. According to existentialism, the existence of an individual is quite particular and individual. In this, the theory is opposed to doctrines which perceive human beings as infinite substances.  The theory is opposed to idealism specifically ideas which stress the consciousness, reason, ideas and over soul. Besides, the theory clearly states that existence is basically a problem of existence. The theory is thus opposed to all documents which see human beings as people with a complete reality which is unknown and it must be resolved into some given elements for it to be known and clearly understood. Through this, the theory is greatly opposed to objectivism and scientism; scientific approaches which greatly stress on the realities of the external world. In addition to that, the theory is founded on beliefs that investigations are faced by numerous diverse possibilities. Thus, it is opposed to all forms of necessitiarianism. This is because existence is highly constituted of possibilities which an individual can choose from and project himself. Lastly, the theory is founded on the belief that existence is always being in the world because the possibilities are constituted by individual relationships with other people and other things. It is thus opposed to any form of solipsism and epistemological idealism. It is from this foundation that humans are referred to as beings; they are in the world, they occupy it and inhabit it; a state of being. 

Existentialism takes a number of divergent forms basing on who is reasoning at a particular time. To begin with, it can take the theistic form by insisting on the transcendence of human beings.  In this, it upholds the origin and basic foundations of existence thus a theistic view of the theory. The theory can also take an atheistic view whereby, it assumes the function of God by holding that the existence of human beings is problematic and it is an existence with absolute freedom creating itself. Lastly, the theory can assume a humanism view whereby it greatly insists on the finitude of human existence, the limits in the possibilities of both choice and projection. Thus, the theory can take diverse and quite contradicting directions based on who is arguing or reasoning. 

Due to this diversity in the sources and reasoning of individuals, the existentialism theory focuses on several aspects of existence. First, the theory focuses on the problematic nature of human existence. An individual is often confronted with diverse situations and possibilities. The individual is expected to make choices on the basis of what he can use to project his life. Secondly, it focuses on the phenomena of a situation especially the negative ones. These include concerns like people who have developed a dependence on their relationships with other people and things, fear for both failure and death.  Thirdly, the theory focuses on intersubjectivity present in existence. In these, I depend on thou whereby thou may be another human being or even God. It mainly focuses on the relationship between two individuals. Fourthly, the theory focuses on ontology; a doctrine which tries to inflict a meaning on being. This can be approached through analyzing the structure of existence, existential psychoanalysis, the use of symbols as well as through the analysis of modality where all aspects of existence conform. Lastly, it focuses on the value that existential analysis permits. This is the relationship between humans, with the world and with God; a relationship that is well grounded on itself. 

The various forms of existentialism can be distinguished by aid of language. Language is an indication of specific cultural traditions which help in explaining the different views of different authors. However, these linguistic differences should not be a basis of determining philosophical affinities. Martin Heidegger and Karl Jaspers were principal German existentialists during the 20th century. Gabriel Marcel and Jean Paul-Sartre were of French origin while Maurice Merleau-Ponty was of French phenomenology despite of being from the same linguistic group. Nikolay Bersyayev was a Russian existentialist while Nicola Abbagnano was an Italian existentialist. Language differences cannot be used to independently distinguish forms of existentialism because Marcel and Sartre were very distant as compared to Heidegger and Sartre. However, it can act as a preliminary way to distinguish the various forms of existentialism. 

Lastly, existentialism beliefs greatly influence humanity. The theory was coined at a period where people were experiencing utter hopelessness due to the first world war. the theory helped people make decisions. People eventually agreed that the life of a human being canot be complete.  This is due to misery and some present or pst suffering in life.  While life is not always satisfying, it still remains to have a meaning. Through this, human beings live with hope. Conclusion
Existentialism can thus be defined as the philosophical theory that is governed by authenticity in respect to understanding human existence through a set of categories. It was developed by Gabriel Marcel. The nature of the existentialism theory is that the existence of an individual is quite particular and individual, existence is basically a problem of existence, and that existence is always being in the world because the possibilities are constituted by individual relationships with other people and other things. This theory can take various forms ranging from atheist, humanitarian and theist depending on who is arguing. The theory can be categorized based on language differences though this is not a reliable means of understanding the various forms of existentialism. This theory has greatly influenced humanity and thus; it should always be upheld in the society. 
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