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Module 4: Test Coordinator Interview on Mississippi Academic Assessment Program
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Test Coordinator Interview on Mississippi Academic Assessment Program
Interviewee: Sera Washington (Test Coordinator)
Interviewee contact information:serawashington@gmail.com
Signature: SarahWashington
Date of interview: 18th March 2021
Interviewer: In your opinion, what is the Mississippi Academic Assessment Program (MAAP)?
Interviewee: MAAP is the state-mandated English Language Arts (ELA) and Mathematics assessment for students in grades 3 through 8, as well as Algebra I and English II in high school. MAAP, which replaces our previous annual evaluations, is aligned to the Mississippi College and Career Ready Standards, which means it assesses students on content and skills gained during the academic year. 
Interviewer: How is this program different from previous state assessments?
Interviewee: It is a Mississippi-developed evaluation that assesses students' critical thinking and problem-solving skills. To get a better understanding of students' learning, the exam goes beyond multiple-choice questions. Students must apply their experience and expertise to solve real-world problems and explain why they did so. 
Interviewer: Could you give a brief summary of the required statewide assessments of students in Mississippi?
Interviewee: Yes. Starting with lowest level of Pre-K and Early Elementary years, the students are evaluated periodically to assess the help they need to develop early literacy skills. Students in grade 3 take a test at the end of the year to determine if they are eligible for promotion to grade 4. The Elementary and Middle school student Annual assessments in English Language Arts, Mathematics, and Science in grades 5 and 8 are used to determine student progress. Lastly, Highs school students get assessed in four subject area tests and take the ACT in their junior year.
Interviewer: Do students with significant cognitive disabilities (SCD) have an alternative test?
Interviewee: Yes, indeed. Mississippi Academic Assessment Program-Alternate (MAAP-A) is an alternative test for students with SCD. It contains ELA and Math tests for grades 3 through 8, science tests for grades 5 and 8, and Algebra I, English II, and Biology I tests.
Interviewer: In case of an interruption in testing due to man-made or natural occurrence, how will you handle test irregularities?
Interviewee: I will take note of the specific interruption causing the irregularity and the time when the interruption occurred. I will then inform you as soon as everything is safe and review the occurrence to assess if the student’s work is still valid. If the interruption is manageable, I will ensure the test administration resumes, giving the students enough time to finish their test.
Interviewer: How long should a student spend on the annual MAAP test if there are no interruptions?
Interviewee: The maximum time for a test is between 3.5 and 4.5 hours. The majority of experiments are spaced over two days. In general, students spend less than 2% of their class time on the annual MAAP exam.
Interviewer: What is the primary goal of test security?
Interviewee: In my opinion, the main goal of test security is to ensure protection of the integrity of examination and to ensure that all results are valid and reliable.
Interviewer: Briefly explain whystudents need to take the MAAP test
Interviewee :When used in combination with other metrics such as teacher reports and student grades, MAAP helps to provide a detailed image of student achievement. By measuring student achievement across schools and districts, MAAP also ensures that schools are addressing the needs of all students.
Interviewer: As a test coordinator, why should you check on student’s participation in MAAP?
Interviewee: MAAP is an effective academic check-up tool for ensuring students progressing and on track for the next grade level, as well as graduating prepared for the next stage.
Interviewer: Briefly outline the skills required of a test coordinator.
Interviewee: As a test coordinator, I should be able to; document and prepare test data, execute test scripts and analyze results against the state requirements and expected results; instruct business analysts, quality assurance, test and project management testing on best practices; complete data reduction and analysis of test results backing up resolution of critical operational details and, determining effectiveness and suitability.
Reflection Summary of The Interview
I carried out the interview with my interviewee being a Test Coordinator. The purpose of this interview was to question the test coordinator on the general knowledge about the Mississippi Academic Assessment Program (MAAP) and the roles that a test coordinator carries out in the State of Mississippi.
The interview started off with me asking for a brief description of the MAAP. The test coordinator was able to outline the mandates and purpose of the MAAP, describing it as a state-mandated tool meant to assess students on the skills and content they have gained in the academic year. A brief summary is also discussed on the required statewide assessments of the students, specifically Mississippi from the Pre-k and Early Elementary years to High school level. Some key topics touched in the interview questions also included questions on alternative tests for students with Significant Cognitive Disabilities, test irregularities and their solutions, test security, the importance of students taking the MAAP and the essential skills that a test coordinator should have.
During the interview, the test coordinator displayed articulate knowledge on MAAP, answering every question without fail particularly in the question of the required statewide assessment for Mississippi and test security. This goes to show that the individual has mastered the assessment program and can carry out daily duties with minimal supervision. The test coordinator’s reactions to the questions were brief and articulate with no unusual mannerism noted since the interview was done virtually. Through the interviewee’s responses, the responsibilities of both the District test coordinator and test coordinator in accordance to the Mississippi state testing requirements were properly outlined and their roles clarified. 
