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For this assignment I watched the first episode of the first season of the Noah Hawley/Coen Brothers suspense/crime drama TV series Fargo. The episode starts with the title of the episode which is "The Crocodile's Dilemma.” The title is then followed by the director’s  name, Adam Bernstein then the script writer Noah Hawley. Lastly there is the cast list; Bob Odenkirk as Bill Oswalt, Keith Carradine as Lou Solverson, Kate Walsh as Gina Hess, Kevin O'Grady as Sam Hess, Atticus Mitchell as Mickey Hess, Liam Green as Moe Hess, Kelly Holden Bashar as Pearl Nygaard, Rachel Blanchard as Kitty Nygaard, Joshua Close as Chazz Nygaard, Spencer Drever as Gordo Nygaard, Shawn Doyle as Vern Thurman, Julie Ann Emery as Ida Thurman, Brian Markinson as Bruce Gold, Susan Park as Linda Park and Tom Musgrave as Bo Munk.
There were several commercial throughout the one hour that I watched the program. For instance, there was a commercial on the 10th minute which came as the first break. The commercial was an advert about Liberty Mutual's New Car Replacement. This commercial was appropriate because the program was being aired from 8 pm and this is the time when most people are at home. The commercial was targeting both men and women from the age of 16-65 years because they have the capability to purchase and drive a car. The second commercial was on the 28th minute and it was about Disneyland. It was targeting children between the age on 3-10 years. The third commercial came at the 45th minute and it was promoting the local news which were to come later. The last commercial was on the 60th minute and it was about an upcoming family event. The commercial was targeting the whole family. All the commercials were appropriate and they met the intended purpose.
This episode is set in the winter of (early)  2006, mostly in the small town of Bemidji, Minnesota. In this episode a milquetoast insurance salesman named Lester Nygaard, who’s tired of being pushed around by everyone he knows, runs into a mysterious man named Lorne Nalvo, who enjoys hurting people for his own amusement and encourages Lester to lash out against those who abuse him. Soon Lorne murders Sam Hess, a local businessman who’s beaten up Lester, allegedly because Lester wanted him to, and then Lester finally snaps and bludgeons his wife, Pearl, to death. The episode ends with the police investigating the murders of both Sam and Pearl, Lester in the hospital with a bullet wound and possibly awaiting arrest, and Lorne warning a police officer in Duluth not to interfere with him and his missions before driving off. The basic visual aspects of this episode I noticed-the sets, lighting, colors, costumes, hair, and makeup-all help to impart the feel of a dark, bleak, bland, cold Minnesota small town where murders happen. 
A lot of the feel of Fargo’s first episode comes from its settings, including the coloring and the lighting of those settings. To start with, the action is mostly in a small Minnesota town named Bemidji during the winter. This means the landscape is very cold, bare, bleak, and dominated by clouds and snow. It feels cold, empty, and lonely in addition to firmly establishing that the season takes place in small-town Minnesota. The color and lighting of the outdoor scenes reflects the bland bleakness of the small-town Minnesota winter, as it’s very pale and grey outside during the day shots and rather cold and lonely-looking at night, even in the brief scene taking place in Duluth, MN, in the end. Lester Nygaard’s workplace, an insurance company, is bright but mostly in pale blues, greys, and whites, which lends it a very cold and dull air. Lester blends into his workplace pretty well color-wise, which makes him look all the more dull and passable. Lester’s house is homey and comfortable-looking, especially since it’s all in warm colors, but again the interior decoration is rather outdated even for 2006, which speaks to the Nygaards being bland and lower-middle class. The diner where Lorne and Lester talk later in the episode is rather dark and white/grey/cool-colored, which gives it a sort of cold, suspenseful feel. The Nygaards’ home is also pretty dark in color and it appears lighting as well, which heavily hints at Lester’s dark internal nature and that he will commit a very dark act-such as murdering his wife. 
Probably the thing that stuck out to me most in the episode of Fargo was the usage of costumes. The characters very much show their personalities and stations in life  through their attire, hair, and makeup. For example, the man who murders Sam Hess on what he thinks is Lester Nygaard’s request and pushes Lester to lash out at those who abuse him because he wants to see the world of Bemidji fall apart in violence, Lorne Nalvo, wears mostly black and wears his hair in a somewhat neat bowl haircut. This shows that he has a thirst for darkness and blood, and just seems “off” compared to the average person. Notably, Nalvo is also one of the only adult male characters to have any facial hair, sporting a somewhat scruffy very short beard and mustache. The police the viewer sees in both Bemidji and Duluth are all dressed neatly in lighter beige uniforms,  which suggests they’re all organized and good people. Sam Hess mostly wears a shirt with his company’s name/logo on it, indicating that he’s very proud of his company and likes to shove his success in other people’s faces. Pearl Nygaard wears comfortable but frumpy and behind-the-times jeans and flannels with minimal makeup and a simple ponytail-type hairdo, indicating that she’s a plain jane who’s lower-middle class. Sam Hess’s wife, in her one scene, is in a tight orange dress with heavy cleavage, teased hair, and immaculately-done makeup, indicating that she’s an upper-class trophy wife who’s maybe a bit showy but doesn’t have dark intentions. 
Lester Nygaard’s costuming and makeup were the most interesting to me. His costuming, hair, and makeup firmly establish him as a milquetoast and a bland, dorky loser compared to all of the other characters. Most of his clothes are pale, plaid, in good repair and practical (read: warm) but look to be a few years out of date or bought from some kind of clearance rack, indicating that Lester perhaps doesn’t care that much about being fashionable or stylish, and that he isn’t made of money. Lester also dresses very neatly, his face is completely shaven, and his hair is in a very neat but generic-looking full, gray short haircut combed out in a very neat side part that never becomes undone over the course of the episode, no matter what Lester does. This shows him to be highly concerned with looking neat, presentable, and fitting in with his other coworkers in the professional setting of his insurance company. The lack of facial hair on his face could also give some visual creed to the fact that virtually no one thinks he’s a “real man” or anything other than a nebbish loser, as Lester wears no evidence of something a man with enough testosterone in his body could do (grow facial hair).
A visual that stuck out to me a lot was the shots of a poster in Lester and Pearl Nygaard’s basement. It’s a simple, cartoonish bright-blue poster with big, white text above and below a set of fish. All of the fish are yellowish-orange and facing left except for one in the middle, which is bright red and facing right. The white text above the group of fish reads, “WHAT IF YOU’RE RIGHT”, and below continues, “AND THEY’RE WRONG?” Basically, it’s an innocuous poster with a generic uplifting message about being yourself and not just bending to the will of the group. It’s first shown towards the beginning of the episode on a wall just past the stairs on a white wall in the Nygaards’ dark, generic Minnesota basement. However, after Lester starts beating his wife Pearl to death by bludgeoning her in the head after she details to him that he’s a “loser” and “not a real man”, the camera takes a shot of the poster on its dark wall again, now splattered with Pearl’s blood.  The next shot is Lester finishing beating Pearl to death while sobbing and apologizing to her. Then we see the blood-splattered poster again over Lester’s shoulder while he’s still shaken by what he’s just done. It’s a rather poignant visualization of the change in character Lester undergoes during this episode, as Lester starts out a milquetoast, obedient rule-follower who takes whatever insults and abuse people throw on him with meek politeness and becomes a literal murderer who’s both befriended a likely serial killer who hurts people for his own amusement and finally snapped at his wife insulting him by personally beating her to death. In other words, Lester started to act as if he were right and the rest of his world was wrong about him. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]In conclusion, Fargo’s first episode uses a lot of basic visual aspects to enhance its feel of being bland, dark, cold, and desolate. The overall setting of wintertime small town Bemidji, Minnesota, casts the whole episode with a cold, bland, bleak feeling that’s ripe for seriously dark and deranged activity. The character’s costumes do a wonderful job of showing their general position and personalities. I found the costuming, hair, and makeup of Lester Nygaard very interesting in particular. A visual that stuck in my mind is the shot of a poster in the Nygaards’ basement with cartoon fish on it raising the question that maybe “everyone else is wrong” being shown both early in the episode and later splattered with blood as Lester murders Pearl by beating her head with a heavy tool. Fargo makes excellent usage of basic visual aspects to convey a cold, bleak, dreary, dark small Minnesota town in the wintertime.


