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Felon by Reginald Dwayne Betts
	In the group discussion, we discussed Felon's analysis and what made the author Reginald Dwayne Betts write the poem after prison. The discussion was in-depth and enabled us to focuses on the predominant themes presented in the book. Although every poem had its themes, they all revolved around the theme of racial discrimination in the United States. People of color were subjected to significant discernment, which made them live in fear concerning their family and their children's future. I was confused before the meeting on a different understanding of the poems. Every group member could have a different interpretation of the poems, creating a significant challenge in realizing the poem's central theme. However, what helped me clarify things is when we all concluded that Felon informs individuals on the effects of imprisonment on people of color, especially Black Americans. 
	The book has presented significant criminal injustices, which results in effects on the black man throughout their life. The poem has also introduced the feelings and involvements through homelessness, substance use, love, parenthood, and lack of employment, indicating post-incarceration impacts. Moreover, the author wants the reader to understand that prison is not a stationary place but a strength that endorses a burden all over an individual's life. The author reveals the organized prejudices and legal inequalities towards the Black man. He also adds that a Black man must tell their children something because of the apparent racist scenario. For instance, a black man has to say to their sons what their hands might do because when a woman crosses the street, a black man comes and indicates how men are violent against the women. 
Meaning in one sentence: The increase of racial discernment to Black Americans results in significant challenges to the population and requires critical consideration to ensure a fair and just society.
Reference
[bookmark: _GoBack]Betts, R. D. (2019). Felon: Poems. WW Norton & Company.
