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I. What themes of the course does this film illuminate? 
1. Name them, 2. Explain how the film deals with them, and 3. Describe what insight into this history the film gave you. (Think as you do this – why did the professor assign this film as
(Work product for this section –prose, short paragraph)

II. Break down historical analytical categories that the film deals with and illuminates 
 What is the film's focus? How well did it capture the issues in these categories? 
Categories to include: Social, Political, Economic, Ideological. 
Other things to note in your descriptions: race, class, gender, religion, emotional connection 
(Work product for this section – prose, short answer/short paragraph for each category)

III. “Two truths and a lie”: Factual Scale vs. Literary device
1. Identify in bullet points truths/facts that are covered. 2. Identify events or facts that the filmmaker took some license with to make art that people can connect with. 
[bookmark: _Hlk50618019]This section requires some research. You must research the event/time period the film is based on, the characters and turning points of the storyline, and the context of the real event.
[bookmark: _Hlk50617057]Please cite the sources you looked at to understand and break down the historicity of the film. (Citations should be included at the end of your review and should include Author’s name, Title of article, URL, and date that you accessed the website.)
(How to get started here: You do this all the time…you watch something and wonder, “Is this true?” “Did it really happen? What are they leaving out? Or “I want to know more” and you Google it. Do the same here and also use the texts assigned in the class by going to the index in the back of the book, or use the syllabus to go to the reading assigned on that topic.)
(Work Product for this section – bullet pointed lists.)

IV. Review and rate the film
[bookmark: _Hlk50617820]Write a short review of the film and what its strengths and weaknesses are in representing a historical time period and historical events. You must write a synopsis of the context of the film AND the real event and then compare the two by making an accuracy argument. 
(Work product for this section – This is the most formal piece of writing for the assignment. Write a cohesive, analytical, compelling Review of the film. Write as if it were for publication. Maximum of 300 words.)


Film Review and Analysis Form
I. What themes of the course does this film illuminate? 
1. Name them, 2. Explain how the film deals with them, and 3. Describe what insight into this history the film gave you. (Think as you do this – why did the professor assign this film?)
(Work product for this section –prose, short paragraph)
	[bookmark: _Hlk522321710]The film particularly deals with three themes: fighting for freedom, radicalization, and brutality.
[bookmark: _GoBack] First and foremost, the main theme implied is fighting for freedom. The author looks at the early history of the Irish Republican Army just after the terminal of world war 1. The story is about two brothers Teddy (Padraic Delaney) and Damien (Cillian Murphy), who join hands with other individuals opposing the British from occupying their homeland. As the British army soldiers continue to beat down all opposition brutally, the ''Republicans”, Teddy and Damien using extreme methods, decide to hold back the British. In this struggle to fight for freedom, this theme is brought out.
Secondly, I would suggest that radicalization is among the main themes that are displayed throughout the film. This theme is majorly shown by the younger brother, who is forced to execute orders after witnessing events, which turns him into a hardliner. What is fascinating is the author's comparison to his brother, who is completely traveling on a different moral road.
Lastly, the film also manages to portray the theme of brutality. The film certainly captures the brutality required for a nation that is Imperial to under yoke individuals against their will. The struggle between those wishing to fight for an independent Ireland and those willing to compromise for peace's sake is displayed as soldiers brutally beat down individuals. Consequently, socialists also employ extreme and harsh tactics to fight the British.




 

	After watching the film, it would be impossible for one not to have insights into history. I would describe the film as a powerful parable and show the impacts of freedom fighting and imperialism on the people. The film shows how politics and life are rarely as tidy and neat as people would wish it to be.  After understanding the film, one would see the lesson of amateurishness taught here. It surprises me how inept and naïve the freedom fighters were for what could have been a brutish and nasty conflict. The roles of restraint, commitment, and intelligence during the war are essential and should not be provoked.   



II. Break down historical analytical categories that the film covers as subject matter? 
 What is the film’s focus? How well did it capture the issues in these categories? How does the film bring light to historical themes and movements/events/ conflicts/change?
Categories to include: Social, Political, Economic, Ideological. 
Other things to note in your descriptions: race, class, gender, religion, 
(Work product for this section – prose, short answer/short paragraph for each category)
	Theme: Social Issues
Ken Loach film is well-known for tackling difficult and controversial social issues, and for sure, this film does not underperform. The movie has certainly captured the 1920s Ireland feels by portraying how an Imperial Nation like the British can subjugate people to brutality against their will. It reveals the profound wounds resulting from the ethics of violence and civil war as a path to freedom. Social evils like killing innocent people, sexual violence, and executions of innocent people, shootings, and tortures based on nationality are shunned in this film. For instance, in the film, the British invaders kill a man in the village because he has refused to give his name. Some soldiers are also seen beating up conductors at the train depot. 

	Theme: Politics and Political ideology
Ken loach is also known to make films that don’t shy away from despising political issues. The film ‘’the wind that shakes barley’’ is based on political differences between the British and the Irelands at first. The film does not relish bloodshed or glorify violence as a result of ideological differences. It makes civil war look horrid and ugly. The second half of the movie shows a battle between those willing to compromise on peace and those who wish to fight for a completely Independent Ireland. It illustrates how politics and life are completely different from how individuals want it to be. Political ideology is crystal clear when all people were on the same team before given a taste of the freedom and after they were granted what they were fighting for the freedom fighters divide into two; the idealists who hoped to remain pure ideologically against realists who claimed they understood the opportunity presented to them. In short ideological differences are seen in the emerging conflict between the revolutionaries of Irish.

	Theme: Economics and Class
Set in the rural areas of Ireland, the movie clearly illustrates the part played by landowners as major collaborators with the British army, the wild oppression of the poor Tan, and black mercenaries, which is evident today. The signing of the peace treaty in 1921 and the resulting division between the republicans and the free-starters is explained through a political debate that reveals their different arguments. From my perspective, this political debate throws into deep relief the contradictions in terms of both politics and class within the movement. In one of the scenes, we see a confrontation in a law court between a poor local old-woman who is in debt to a money-lender. The militaristic conservative's republicans support the businessman because they require his help in acquiring guns while the socialists and idealists back the old lady. Differences in social class between the two make the battle for justice corrupt.

	Other themes to highlight the film
The issues of divisions of families, quieting of the Irish language, not relying on conscripted troops, and civil wars are dealt with sensitively and clearly. Also, to mention that the church of catholic as a prop of reactions is also very well explained.


III. “Two truths and a lie”: Factual Scale vs. Literary device
1. Identify in bullet points truths/facts that are covered. 2. Identify events or facts that the filmmaker took some license with to make art that people can connect with. 
This section requires research. This section requires some research. You must research the event/time period the film is based on, the characters and turning points of the storyline, and the context of the real event. Please cite the sources you looked at to understand and break down the historicity of the film.
 (Work Product for this section – bullet pointed lists Citations should be included at the end of your review and should include Author’s name, Title of article, URL, and date that you accessed the website.)
	· The film features fictional characters, but historical figures and events are mentioned: for example, James Connolly, the socialist leader by then. While awaiting their executions, Damien and Dan are heard discussing Connolly's ideas, and Dan also mentions that he was able to the Dublin lock out that occurred between 1913 and 1914.
·  The hurling spot played in the films' opening scene also has a historical basis. Members of the Gaelic Athletic association had been somehow connected to the Easter rising, but the British government banned this organization completely in 1916. Yet the hurling spot continued to be played by the Irish as an act of defiance.
· The film’s title also comes from a poem of those times. Written by Robert D. Joyce in the 19th century ''the wind that shakes the barley" concerns a rebel soon to take part in the rebellion of 1978. Since then, the poem has been performed by uncountable artists and set to music.
· (Stephen Howe, Truth in fiction, https://historicalmovies.wordpress.com/2010/03/22/wind-that-shakes-the-barley/ 11th November 2020)


IV. Review and rate the film
Write a short review of the film and what its strengths and weaknesses are in representing a historical time period and historical events. You must write a synopsis of the context of the film AND the real event and then compare the two by making an accuracy argument. 
[bookmark: _Hlk46563972](Work product for this section – This is the most formal piece of writing for the assignment. Write a cohesive, analytical, compelling Review of the film. Write as if it were for publication. Maximum of 300 words)
	Review:
The wind that shakes the barley is a story of two brothers, Teddy (Delaney Padraic) and Damien (Cillian Murphy), who find themselves on different Irish independence paths.  Teddy leads an Irish freedom fighters band against the merciless Tan and Black squads sent from England to squelch independence movements in Ireland. Damien is supposed to leave his maternal home in rural Ireland to travel to London to pursue his medical studies. He then surrenders plans to travel to London after witnessing a young man's killing by the British soldiers claiming that the man had refused to give his name. Damien decides to join the Irish republican army. Much to his community, friends, and brothers' delight.
These fighters held their pieces of training in the hills after robbing weapons from a British police barrack. After shooting several British soldiers who were drinking in a bar, there is an escalation of tension where many locals in the community, children, and women included, act as messengers for the IRA. Teddy and his group members are captured and tortured. Damien finds out that they are betrayed by a certain young man sent by a wealthy farmer who claims to hate the IRA. Together with his men, they capture the two, take them to the hills and execute them. The violence and war had completely transformed Damien into a zealot who was willing and ready to do anything for the cause.
Damien and Teddy respond to the Anglo Irish peace treaty differently, which leaves the Irish republic under the control of the British Empire. Teddy joins free starters to become a soldier, whereas Damien continues to work with the IRA. The traditional divide and conquer tactics works properly for England soldiers as the Irish people begin fighting each other. The film's closing scenes reveal that wounds that are brought with the ethic of violence and civil wars as a path to independence. 
The Irish independence war was a guerrilla war witnessed in Ireland from the year 1919 to 1921 between the IRA (the Irish Republican Army) and the British forces. The conflict between the two nations developed gradually after IRA volunteers acting according to their initiatives shot two RIC soldiers. IRA began ambushing British army patrols and stealing their weapons. The RIC was bolstered with recruits the-Tans and Black auxiliaries who later became notorious for reprisal attacks and ill-discipline on civilians. This explains why the conflict goes by the name Tan and Black war. The conflict also showed civil disobedience. This was shown by the Irish railwaymen refusing to transport supplies and forces of the British.
In comparing the film and the actual fallout of events, I concluded the following: the film portrays Britain's state as violent, not the case. There is no doubt at all that in the film, Tans and Blacks are shown as brutal. But the reality is the Black and Tan characters are not realistic and have only focused on the entertainment aspects of the viewers.
Lastly, the film makes the socialist argument to be the center of the debate over the treaty. The reality was that only a little attention was given to the program at the time.

	Rating (Scale out of 10, with 10 being Excellent) Rate film as a representation of a historical moment___8________                                                                                Rate film as to how much you enjoyed it_____8______









