I’m sorry I haven’t gotten back to you sooner; the switch to online instruction for the rest of the semester had been quite time consuming.  

 

Your essay has improved a lot from the first draft in terms of bringing Dick’s story into the discussion. Berger and Diaz, however, are still emphasized a bit too much.  For instance, notice that all of your body paragraphs begin with a reference to Berger or Diaz; this structure makes the essay more a discussion of their ideas rather than of Dick’s story.  

 

So, in the second revision, try to develop the discussion of “Autofac” a bit more and highlight your ideas about it. You still need to use Berger and Diaz to frame your discussion, but that means you use them sparingly to introduce and support your own discussion of the story. Remember, Diaz uses Berger’s ideas to begin his discussion of the Haiti earthquake in his “Apocalypse” essay, but he doesn’t refer to them again. His essay is about Haiti and looking at Haiti in light of Berger’s idea of apocalypse as revelation.

 

You might try connecting the idea of “lack of communication” you address in the first body paragraph to the ideas of “power structures, injustices, and unacknowledged inequalities.” I underline “unacknowledged” because this word does suggest a lack of communication.  In the case of “Autofac” our usual notices of injustice and inequality are different, however, in that this no longer involves just people; the injustice and inequality exist between people and machines. 

