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My College Experience
[bookmark: _GoBack]As I lined up for lunch in the cafeteria, I reflected on the experiences that I have had at school so far. Generally, my experience in the college has been great. However, I kept reflecting on particular events especially those that involved people from other cultures. I wondered if they could have turned out differently. College has given me a chance to interact with other students and teachers from various cultural backgrounds different from mine.  Prior to joining college, I had not worked, lived or studied in an environment with a culturally diverse community. All people around me were from the same culture as me. I never had an opportunity to interact with people from other cultures. Additionally, having grown up around my family and my monocultural community, I had little knowledge about other cultures around the world. All I had were perceptions, Most of which were negative, from the media as well as from the stories told by the community.  Since arriving joining college though, and being exposed to people from various cultures, I now realize that most of the perceptions I had about other cultures were wrong. Perhaps my family and others who told the stories about them as well as the media had not been exposed to these cultures or were either biased. It seemed they had a little about these cultures.
Contrast to most of the situations which found me prepared, joining a multicultural community found me totally unprepared. The information I had or rather I thought I had about other cultures turned out to be either baseless or non-existent. At first, I offended most of the people around me especially those from different cultural background. It was hard to start a conversation with them because of the misconceptions I had. However, as time went by I threw away all those fallacies and decided to gain new knowledge about various cultures. From then, anytime I met a new person I will treat him or her neutrally. Then I would start a conversation by asking general things about the person. I would then let them know that I was interested in knowing more about different cultures other than mine I would then ask specific questions about their cultures. For instance, I would ask about the religious beliefs then compare them with my own culture.
It was fascinating to learn about other cultures. It made my life in campus and within a multicultural community more interesting. One of my favorite times was attending cultural festivals hosted by different cultures either within or outside the campus. These festivals gave me first-hand knowledge and experience about these cultures. In my short time in college, I have learnt more than I have learnt before about numerous cultures. Seeing them, tasting their food and interacting with them has given me a great experience. I think that the fact that I had very little knowledge about these cultures has made learning about them very exciting. Meeting a new person, starting a conversation and ending up being invited to attend a cultural event held by a different group other than yours is fascinating. I have replayed about these certain interactions over and over wondering if my experience with other cultures or my general college experience could have been different if I had a foreshadowing or if had previous adequate knowledge and experience that could have hinted what to expect. I don’t think that I would have had a great and fascinating experience a within this multicultural environment.  May be sometimes it is better to be found unprepared.
