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Annotated Bibliography: Is Learning a Second Language in Early Childhood Good for Children
Name
Institution
Introduction

Since childhood, any play associated to gender and age helps in infant development. Children get involved in various plays but what we’ve never considered as parents is that the plays are gender based. The girls play specific plays that you will realize they are not played by boys. These plays to some extent prepare our children for adulthood responsibilities. The accompanying bibliography and outline will be talking about the subject of whether gender is a determinant element in the early learning section of children.  Early learning should be a matter when becoming a responsible adult. One is being prepared who to become in the future and so the plays should have relevance to our children. 

Halle, T., Hair, E., Wandner, L., McNamara, M., & Chien, N. (2012). Predictors and outcomes of early versus later English language proficiency among English language learners. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 27(1), 1-20. http://dx.doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2011.07.004

The authors investigate both the predictors and outcomes of English Language Learners (ELL) for students that were introduced to the study at early and later stages. Ideally, several factors affect the proficiency of a second language acquisition; for instance, the income levels of households from which the learners come play a critical role. The research establishes that introduction of English to non-speakers at an early stage is beneficial because children with high English proficiency at the kindergarten level maintains pace with native speakers as they progress in their academics. On the same note, learners that establish English proficiency at the first-grade record small gaps in math scores and reading when compared to native speakers. Further, teaching ELL in early childhood development augments behavioral and cognitive skills by the time the children reach grade eight. At the same time, such students develop better math achievement and reading skills given that the subjects are taught in English. In essence, inadequate English language proficiency poses adverse effects on the academic progress of students in schools that use the dialect as the primary language for instruction.
Importantly, the authors provide a comprehensive literature review in which they cite all borrowed words to avoid plagiarism. In the review, the results reveal that the number of ELL children is on the rise in the United States and other parts of the world due to globalization. Besides, they reveal that the levels of English proficiency for different ELL children vary according to their primary language that they use at home. Therefore, teachers ought to understand the diverse levels of English knowledge to establish efficient ways to improve proficiency among all learners. Educators in the US have realized the essence of multilingual development because it increases the chances of success in the global economy. 
Archila-Suerte, P., Zevin, J., Bunta, F., & Hernandez, A. (2011). Age of acquisition and proficiency in a second language independently influence the perception of non-native speech. Bilingualism, 15(01), 190-201. http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/s1366728911000125
Over the time, the number of ELL learners in the US has risen, which means that learning institutions should establish effective ways to deal with the group to improve academic excellence in the country. Despite the rising numbers of ELL children, a majority of both public and private schools have inadequate resources to support vulnerable children from immigrant families where the use of dialects other than English at home has been a norm. Besides children from non-English speaking households, the author reveals that children from lower socioeconomic strata (SES) face a myriad of challenges as they struggle to settle in US mainstream classrooms. However, the authors agree that such children have diverse language trajectories as compared to those from monolingual English-speaking and middle-class families. On average, SES children acquire various language skills by the time they attain a school-going age. In addition, researchers have established that children from non-English speaking families perform poorly in academics because of insufficient English proficiency since it is the primary instruction language in the country. The scholars posit that the acquisition age of a given sensorimotor skill such as foreign language determines a persons’ level of performance. In effect, a skill that is acquired at a tender age has better performance than that those that are obtained at a later stage. Ideally, children that learn a second language at an advanced age would produce a dialect in a style similar to their mother tongue.
