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Theme of Freedom
The Story of an Hour a short story by Kate Chopin, brings out the importance of freedom. Freedom begins from where one is to where one is heading to. The author uses the protagonist Mrs Mallard, who is confined in marriage, thus not getting her freedom. Through this story, we learn how many women freedom destroyed in marriage, especially in the 19th century. Through her husband died, Mrs Mallard grasps the entire situation of her forced marriage and how she will be free. The meaning of The Story of an Hour brings out a lesson on how easily freedom can be given and taken away.
Kate Chopin's, The Story of an Hour explores several themes. The story portrays how a woman was confined in the 1800 s through exploring her emotions, physical motions and thoughts after being free from the confinement and then trapped again. Among the themes portrayed in the story is freedom, which proves itself to be a strong theme in this story. The theme of freedom in this Story of an Hour clearly shows how people suffer in marriage having controlled without being given a chance to make their own choices. To convey the theme of liberty, Kate Chopin successfully uses symbols of death and the window and enhances it with imagery.
There are various instances in Kate Chopin’s story, In the Story of an Hour “, that shows Mrs Mallard’s confinement and her desire to be free. From the beginning, the author uses a title that indicates events occurring in an hour; the setting is also limited to one stair set and room. The setting and title confinement clearly shows how the protagonist is in marriage entrapment with Brently Mallard with limited options as an 1800's woman. Mrs Mallard marriage was not cynical neither did she hate her husband. The author even states Mrs Mallard knew she would weep again after seeing her husband folded in death to justify that she never hated her husband. Mrs Mallard was unhappy left with limited options of her age in the society, and she knew she could be set free as a widow. The author uses the story setting to bring out an understanding of Mrs Mallard's emotions. Throughout the novel, Mrs Mallard spends most of her time staring out through the window as she sits in an armchair. This suggests how Mrs Mallard felt subjected in one space as she stared out through the window to a world full of opportunities. She, however, knows freedom is the only thing that can help her from confinement. When Mrs Mallard comes across her husband's death notion, freedom suddenly becomes available.
	While in the middle of her husband death grieving, Mrs Mallard claims she was lost on thoughts of whether she enjoyed monstrous joy since she was exhausted from being trapped and also grieving  but at long last, she was now free; she whispers, "free,free,free." The author further uses the window symbol in developing the theme of freedom. Mrs Mallard spends most of her time grieving while in the confined room; she notices the window, which was her only way out and symbolized her freedom. Chopin states, “No; she was drinking in a very elixir of life through that open window,” When Mrs Mallard is asked to open the room, people thought she was grieving in. Mrs Mallard, having indulged in life in death amidst which suggest freedom itself. The author uses imagery further to enhance the theme of freedom. For example, she states about the blue sky patches here and there that met and piled above each other facing Mrs Mallard window. The blue sky holes represented the new freedom that finally opened up after being surrounded by limitations described by clouds in this sense. In this work, the window imagery plays and suggests the theme of freedom.
Chopin further uses the window to portray freedom in a new beginning. The sub-theme of the new birth is supported by imagery. Kate Chopin introduces the statement that suggests that Mrs Mallard could see through the open square the treetops that had new spring life aquiver. The author uses this statement to understand Mrs Mallard's emotions as she processed the death of her husband. From this imagery, we can imagine of formation of new leaves and trees growth as new life. This shows how Mrs Mallard would become a window upon her husband died, and afterwards, she will be free and have many options that the rest of the 1800's married women. For example, in the 1800s, a married woman had no property ownership entirely depending on her husband's property unless under a particular contract where both parties would sign. Widow, however, could hold occupation own property after the death of their husband without necessarily signing a contract or having a special licence. Another image that the author uses to help us understand the theme of freedom is the wind. She uses distant song notes which someone else was singing and could faintly reach her. This shows how new beginnings are nature thriving and bring a sense of spring. This as well evokes her new beginnings and freedom of life after Mrs Mallard death.
The author ideally uses death in playing a significant role to establish the theme of freedom. Death is used in two instances to set freedom for Mrs Mallard. One of the instances is Brently Mallard proposed end that sets her free from marriage. The author uses this statement “What could love, the unsolved mystery, count for in the possession of self-assertion which she suddenly recognized as the strongest impulse of her being.” In the above statement, Chopin wanted to mean that it didn't matter the love Mrs Mallard had for Brently because, after his death, she was in a position of pursuing whatever she wanted without control; she was free. The author also states that Mrs Mallard had no one to live for her in the coming years, but she would have to live independently. The statement gives meaning to the confinement life of Mrs Mallard. The author uses the statement to help the reader understand that Mrs Mallard never got a chance to get the things she would have wished while married. As a married woman in the 1800's, she could not independently own property. All her married life, she used to take care of her husband and his property, but she can take care of herself after his death. The death of Brently Mallard symbolizes the theme of freedom to Mrs Mallard.
Death also brings out the theme of freedom in the instance of Mrs Mallard's death. There are claims at the end of the novel when the doctor notices she is dead, and she confirms Mrs Mallard died from a heart disease which she referred to as joy that kills. This was ironic as Mrs Mallard was expected to happy and surprised that her husband was not dead; she was, however, shocked by the fact that her freedom vanished, which sparked a heart disease resulting in her death. Another irony in this is that Mrs Mallard’s death sets her free since she will have no one to live for.
The theme of freedom in the Story of an Hour is also elaborated in "A Wall of Fire Rising "by Edwidge Danticat, which portrays economic freedom struggles. In this story, the protagonist is Guy, who has the determination to rise from poverty levels to attaining financial freedom. He realizes that the only way to quest his economic freedom is through getting employed in the sugar mill, which was very competitive. Gay decides to take a bold step to earn financial freedom. He uses his skills to launch a balloon where he gets himself off the ground, getting cheers from the people, but unfortunately, he was unable to land back to the ground resulting in his death. Both stories turn tragic just after the protagonist attain the desired goals and freedom.
Conclusion
The story of an hour portrays the theme of freedom. The author enhances this theme through thriving imagery and symbolism. The story development begins from the title, which suggests confinement to Mrs Mallard's proposed death and freedom suggested by the life outside the window. The theme of freedom is clearly conveyed by Kate Chopin's work in The Story of an Hour.
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