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The Gladiator Film 
In 2000, Ridley Scott directed the production of a unique epic film "The Gladiator." The film won multiple awards, which include having the best costume design, picture, sound effects and visual. Despite the fact that the movie was produced 20 years ago, it remains among the best epic films (Wylie, 2015). The film sets a depressing and dark mood; you can't resist the feeling. Ridley Scott tried to incorporate a variety of themes and styles to ensure the film stands out as among the outstanding films in the twenty-first century. The film has a couple of characters playing their roles perfectly well. Every aspect of the movie has a moral lesson. Among the movie's themes and styles include power, family, love, the war for freedom, revenge, and emotion mood setup (Topal, & Ozsoyoglu, 2016). From the film, it is clear that all is fair in love and war. War has the potential of curing everything as it is believed that fighting is sometimes the only way to heal the world.
Life and love are two inseparable things. People move mile and mile away looking for love, and others risk their lives to protect their loved ones. Love is the base of "The Gladiator film", with Maximus fighting tooth and nail to protect his family. The movie becomes emotional when Maximus finds that his family was murdered, hanged and burnt. He can't resist the anguish and swears to revenge their death (Hasse, 2016). However, his wife Lucilla and son are taken as captives by Commodus. Then, Commodus forcefully marries Lucilla. When Maximus is taken as a slave, he is determined to fight Commodus to free Lucilla and his son Lucius. Even though he was weak, his focus and determination are to see his people free and redeem other captives' lives from Commodus' ruthless and brutal leadership. Maximus is real evidence of the powerful meaning of love. "What we do in life echoes in eternity" lived to be his strong message to his fellow captives since he believed his love for his people would save the world. 
Another aspect of this movie is revenge. Commodus and Maximus are stepbrothers. However, Maximus is the loved son of the King. Commodus is influenced by the queen (his mother) to overthrow his father's leadership and be the King. Commodus hunger for power murders Marcus Aurelius the King and send Maximus to exile, after which he sends an army to murder him and his family (Hasse, 2016). The act of cruelty leaves Maximus without any other alternative other than to seek revenge. He is sold and taken as a slave under the leadership of the ruthless King Commodus. He cooperates with other captives to win all the battles with the aim of freeing them. However, after the last big win, Commodus engages in an unfair fight where he stubs Maximus but ends up being murdered, which is the end of his corrupt and wrath leadership. Maximus sees the gates of heaven opening, where he walks in to join his family. It symbolizes his freedom and that of his family as well as his people. His revenge saves everyone, including other gladiators, Lucilla and the son, and the Roman people who were suffering under the reign of Commodus. 
[bookmark: _Hlk67242387]Power and leadership in Rome were hereditary. The King would choose the King to be from his sons. In this case, Marcus Aurelius, the King of the Roman emperor, chose Maximus. The King loved Maximus since he was responsible and led the warlords against the enemies. Marcus believed that leaving his people under Maximus leadership would have been the right thing (Gilmore, 2017). However, on the other hand, Commodus and his mother were jealous of Maximus. Commodus plotted to murder the King and blamed Maximus for committing the murder. He manipulated the people by the use of lies that Maximus was responsible for the death of the King and sent him to exile in the outcasts of the empire. Commodus ruled the empire with an iron fist. Commodus was a ruthless, corrupt and insecure king and never cared for other people's interests (Hasse, 2016). Any person who seemed like a threat to his leadership would be murdered at the watch of the people. His leadership portrayed wickedness in society under the leadership of dictators and ruthless leaders who cared about their own interests and gain.
The fight for freedom among the slaves was a prove that unity is everything. Commodus promised the captives that whoever win the battle earned freedom. This was a lie since he would eventually murder them as a way of entertaining the audience. Maximus decided to form an alliance with some of the captives; Jubao was a Numidian tribesman taken as a slave become Maximus closest ally and friend. Juba motivates Maximus to bring down Commodus' leadership (Wylie, 2015). The alliance and unity among the captives strengthen them beyond limits to the point that Commodus innovates ruthless tactics to bring down the group. He organized a battle comprising of soldiers on chariots using bows and arrows. The soldiers were fully armoured, while the gladiators only had swords. As if that wasn't enough, tigers in underground cages would be released to attack the gladiators but controlled not to harm the soldiers (Hasse, 2016). This is a ruthless and unfair battle against the gladiators. However, the unity and cooperation among the gladiators helped them win the battle. They earned their freedom after Maximus murdered Commodus. Juba joins his family afterwards. 
The movie’s emotions are real. Ridley Scott, “The Gladiator movie", director ensured that every character role is up to standard. Maximus's role is unique since he lowers himself from being a Roman emperor to a slave and fighting in an arena. Watching the anguish that befalls him seeing his family members' bodies burnt and hanging is so emotional and psychologically tormenting. Watching Maximus suffering in anguish and regrets would leave an audience in tears (Gilmore, 2017). He feels it is his responsibility to protect and save his family from any harm, but at the time of their murder, he wasn't there to offer the protection. Maximus suffers in silence, knowing watching his lover and son suffering under the hands of Commodus, and he can't do anything to save them. His only hope is that one day he will save them from the King. Additionally, Maximus shows Juba small sculptures of his family, which he held for a long as a reminder of what they meant to him. He narrates to Juba about how Commodus murdered them as well as the King to take power (Kassab, 2018). In the last fight after Maximus fights Commodus, he opens an imaginary door that is symbolic. He walks in to join his people, which showed the end of his life. The movie is emotional from the start to the end. 
Perseverance and persistence are among the lessons learnt from the movie. The gladiators lived hoping that one day they will earn their freedom even though it wasn't a guarantee. Maximus, Lucilla, Juba and other captives were convinced to be free from the reign of Commodus and worked hard towards earning it. Maximus best quote, "What we do in life echoes in eternity", remained to be his only motivator towards fighting hard for his life and of his people (Gilmore, 2017). It didn't matter how difficult life as captives was, but the alliance he formed with other captives kept his hopes alive. Despite the fact that Lucilla was the queen, she lives more or less like a slave to King Commodus (Kassab, 2018). She didn't love the King. She lived with some hope that everything will change for the best for her and Lucius, her son. However, their faith never disappointed them since everything turned as they hoped for. Maximus, together with other gladiators, won the battle, Maximus revenge mission was over, his family was free, and other gladiators were free to join their families again. 
In conclusion, it is evident that war heals everything. However, it doesn’t specifically mean physical war but any other form including emotional, or psychological battles. There are multiple challenges people face. Some decide to let go out of fear of uncertainty and to confront the challenges. Others choose to face the challenges head-on, fearlessly hoping for a better tomorrow. From the movie "The Gladiator", the life of Maximus is a life-lesson on how people should fight for what they believe in, care for and dearly love. Maximus doesn't care about losing his life, but he is focused on revenge for the lives of his family, bringing down Commodus reign and redeeming his people. Maximus clearly understands that Commodus intentions are to kill him since he knew that Maximus was the Roman emperor's rightful successor. However, that didn't deter him from accomplishing his goal. The movie gives a moral lesson of how we should never be dismayed by our enemies. Challenging moment ought to motivate but not discourage. Maximus perseverance is living to prove how everyone should use challenges as a stepping stone to victory.  
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