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The Iliad

Be men now, dear friends, and take up the heart of courage,
and there is no glory when they give way, nor war craft either.
[bookmark: _GoBack]Trojans, striving to win my father's great glory and mine own.
I say no wealth is worth my life,
The life of a man’s breath cannot come back again.
Fight for your country—that’s what is best, the only omen!
If I voyage back to the fatherland, my pride, my glory dies
my journey home is gone, but my glory never dies
When you appear as champion-champion beauty-
But have no strength, nor character, nor courage.


In this weeks discussion, I will talk about glory as a theme and how it has been applied in “The Iliad’’. The theme of glory has evidently and widely been used in his books. I have chosen the 10 lines that demonstrate the theme of glory from the books. The idea of glory can be seen when the soldiers are honored in the combats. In the Greeks, it was believed that the greatest source of glory to a man was his ability to perform extraordinarily during the battles. The honor that was earned by soldiers while at war made them to become legends who would be remembered for a very long time. 
It all starts when the wife to Hector tries to persuade him to stay at home and remain her husband because she thinks that when he goes to war, he will die and then leave his children as orphans. Hector loves both the son and the wife but decides to leave for war. I believe that to Hector, earning his glory at the battlefield was most important than anything else in his life. No wonder the characters as outlined in the Iliad not only make reference to the legendary heroes like Hercules and Theseus but also celebrate them. The military glory was glorified, and the heroes were regarded as small gods. 
I think ‘The Iliad” does celebrates war. Paris, for instance is a coward who does not like war and he would prefer staying at home and this makes him get disliked by his lover and the family too. Achilles, on the other hand, gave up on all the comforts that he could get while back at home. He joins the war immediately after the demise of Patroclus. In the battle field, he gives his outstanding military performance by killing Hector who was the greatest war enemy to Trojans. His performance earns him a name as one of the greatest of the Achaeans. This therefore means that in “The Iliad’’, fighting is proving an individual’s honor and integrity while those who avoid or dislike war tend to demonstrate laziness and fear as well. 
