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Trust in Government
I would place very little trust on federal, state and local governments. The current state of the nation involves violation of human rights, increased rates of incarceration, corruption and waste of public resources, lack of integrity in voting process, increasing rift between the rich and the poor, control of the economy by the rich, expensive education loans and many other problems experienced by a common citizen. These problems exist yet we have a democratic government which should be serving the needs of the people but not the affluent.
People believe their government is inefficient and wasteful because they do not deliver the promises they made to the electorate during campaigns but instead spend on projects which do not address the basic needs of the citizens. There exist unending scandals of wasteful spending in the government with programs which do not operate, officials misusing taxpayer’s money and undeserving people benefit from federal benefits. In addition, there is duplication or roles in all forms of government and the gigantic size of the government renders coordination plus decision making difficult and hard to monitor. Each committee formed as an interest which in most cases replaces the old one leading to loss of resources.  
The misunderstanding surrounding citizens' understanding of government has been caused by different ideas on the purpose of the government to the people it represents. Frankly, the wishes of the people on how the government should operate, for instance, are expressed wrongly, instead of being followed since they should be overseers of its operations. Law is being subverted to serve the interests of the few at the expense of the many. However, due to influence, money and power, meaning of government is twisted to create a misunderstanding. For instance, the First Amendment provides for free speech and every citizen understands that the government should protect their right of free speech. However, in most cases, the right is violated since the government views it otherwise. 
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