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[bookmark: _GoBack]Based on the information presented in this chapter, it is noted that social inequality results from the social stratification of the society based on class, race, and gender that unequally distributes access to resources and rights. Sociologists describe social inequality as the unequal distribution of valued resources, rewards, and positions in society. Arguably, social inequality may be manifested in various ways some of which include; unequal access to education, differential treatment by the police besides wealth and income inequalities. Social inequality goes hand in hand with social stratification. Admittedly, social stratification has intensified social inequality in society by determining who gets what, when and why consequently making social inequality apparent (Little et al., 2016). 
Unequal access to opportunities and rewards is the main characterization of social inequality. The major factors that define stratification in most modern societies include the differences in wealth, income, power, and status. Believably, the four factors are the leading determinants of an individual’s social standing within the hierarchy of society. According to this publication, social stratification is categorized into three major categories namely; slavery, the caste system, and a class system. In this view, different systems of social stratification emphasize and foster certain cultural values and shape individual beliefs. 
Overtime in Canada, social mobility has been steadily declining due to the increase in the inequality of parental income distribution. There has been a steady rise in the standard of living directly associated with the level of wealth available for individuals to acquire and maintain comforts of life to enhance the standards of living.  Because the standard of living is directly associated with the quality of life, those who do not have the means to enjoy a quality life are said to be living in poverty. Statistics in Canada indicate that only a small portion of the population is able to enjoy the highest standard of living. For this reason, in the understanding of social inequalities, the wealthy portion in Canada receive the most schooling, have better healthcare, and consume most goods and services (Little et al., 2016). 
Similarly, wealthy individuals also have decision-making powers. In Canada, they have been able to wield decision-making powers because of the positions they hold in corporations and banks. In this view, these wealthy individuals are able to make decisions regarding even their salary increment to consequently increase the social gap. For instance, it is indicated that in 2010, the pay for the executive CEOs in Canada jumped by 13% (Little et al., 2016). Such observations have made researchers believe that the distribution of wealth in Canada is not even and many people still struggle to live a modest life. The gap in income and wealth between the rich and the poor in Canada has been increasing with the top earners taking home almost seven times the median income earners.
Social mobility refers to the ability to change positions within a social stratification system.  It is essential to note that improved or diminished economic status significantly affects social class stratification. Social mobility is arguably a determining factor for social equality in society. Although people in Canada applaud upward mobility, the truth is that there exist few individuals who move up socially. Another common type of mobility in Canada as identified in the text is structural mobility which primarily occurs when a societal change enables people to move either up or down the social ladder. 
Structural mobility was witnessed in Canada during the industrialization period when the economy expanded consequently raising the living standards for a number of Canadians. However, as observed by Little et al. (2016), many people have since faced setbacks due to unemployment, outsourcing of jobs and recession to significantly contribute to downward structural mobility. In conclusion, it is worth noting that the ideology of equality to opportunities is just a mirage in Canada and social inequality seems to be a permanent identity of the Canadian society. The data on social mobility suggests that the rich would continue to stay rich and the poor stay poor. 
