Should all eligible Americans be required to vote?
Welcome to our first class forum!  I am looking forward to reading your and your classmates' posts.
To get started, please ensure you are eligible to participate by completing last week's plagiarism activity.
The topic of this first forum revolves around the most elemental level of participation in a democracy:  voting.   Voters determine the U.S. presidency, select federal, state and local legislators, and (in some states) exercise direct democracy when passing or rejecting proposed laws via the ballot.  As you have already learned, Plato would be very much against selecting leaders and legislation via democratic means.  He was very cynical about the potential of the masses to steer the ship of state.  In the coming weeks, we will discover that other political philosophers shared his viewpoint and many others disagreed!   Much controversy in our current election cycle has, likewise, focused on voting issues.  For example, former President Trump has been accused of attempting to suppress voter turnout while also advocating voters submit a second ballot!  Controversies regarding voting, voter qualification, election turnout, ballot integrity, and so on are not unique to our country.   Voting is actually required by law in some nations (e.g., Australia, Uruguay, Singapore, and others).   As you might imagine, there are opposing arguments as to whether such a policy should be implemented in the U.S.
The posts to this forum will inform the class regarding the pros and cons of requiring nationwide, mandatory voting in the United States.  Please take one position either advocating or opposing this idea.  Your post must be supported with properly cited resource material and not be comprised of mere opinion.   Additional success tips:
· Contribute clear, concise, substantive comments. 
· Do not include opinion.
· Utilize and cite outside research. 
· Correct grammar and spelling before posting.
· Review the Forum Rubric and FAQ's page before starting.

