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By definition, literary works refer to written books, anthologies, journals, newspaper articles, reports, conference papers, letters and novels among others. Literary works are considered written works with copies containing interesting textual variants. These copies can as well be transmitted. In history, literary works have played a critical role in passing down the historical developments and experiments in writing in the hope that global discourse would be stimulated and cultures come to understand one another. Over history, pieces of literary works have been preserved in archives and public buildings. Geniza documents on the other hand refer to the collection of Jewish writings from Egypt starting in the late 800s. Notably, these documents consist of 330, 000 separate pages of books and documents (Gil, 1976). 
For historians, the Geniza documents have been a very beneficial role particularly in illuminating the kind of economic and cultural life of the people living in the Medieval period. These documents consist of all sorts of writings from literature to court documents, showing largely the critical roles played by the Jews in this culture during this period. Historians believe that these documents could totally transform parts of the known Jewish history. Even though the documents reveal that the papers were deposited in the geniza chamber continuously for nearly nine centuries, the best illuminated period as revealed by these documents is between 1000 – 1250 (Gil, 1976). Historians argue this fortunate particularly for two reasons; first, until Geniza’s discovery, this period was considered one of the least known periods in Jewish history. The only available documents for review were philosophical and literary works that were presumed to have been transmitted continuously and possibly censored by the church in Medieval Europe. 

The second reason is that during this period Egypt happened to be the centre of the Islamic world and the hub of the Mediterranean and Indian Ocean trades. In view of this, the Geniza documents are considered critical sources that could not only illuminate the practices of the Medieval Jewish communities but also highlight the important practices in the larger society of which they were part. 
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