The authors assert that traditional mass media typically ignore what type of athletes?
The traditional mass media ignored gays in athletes. The traditional media coverage did not report or talk on the issues of them. Jason Collins became the first male athlete to publically declare that he was gay in the four major sports leagues in the United States. Only four in the six league athletics in National Hockey League (NHL) announced they were gays, and it was only after they retired. It's not the media but themselves. The traditional media ignored them and remained silent. Wade Davis also remained silent on his homosexuality and made it a personal issue; the traditional media did not announce to the public but remained quiet just like him.

Provide the distinction between sex and gender provided by the authors.
Gender refers to an identity which can be quickly be tempered through binary contrast. It’s the differentiation between men and women. Through surgical operations, one can change his gender, for example, from a male to a female like Richard Raskind, who changed his gender from a male to a female Renee Richards. On the other hand, sex is biologically determined at birth and cannot be changed, like in the case of gender.
How is media coverage connected to the “gender appropriateness” of a sport?
The media does not address the issue of gender appropriately. The media tend to conform to the traditional media of heterosexuality. If they know any case of gay or lesbianism in the sports, they remain silent. The media did not address gender appropriately, for example, in the following instances :
Sports journalist helps the athletes to remain in the closet on gender issues. This is because they believe that it’s not appropriate to ask an athlete about his or her sexual orientation. Failure of the sports journalist not to dig deep on the athlete's sexual orientation leaves the society ignorant of essential issues of LGBT in community and sports.

The media supports heterosexuality by ignoring those individuals in society and sports who are gay and lesbians. When they ignore the individual lives of gays and lesbians, they are conforming to nature and cultural beliefs of heterosexuality.
The media also ignore or do not report to the public on the suspected gay athletes or even on their relationships. For example, the media did not report on the allegations that Billie Jean King was a lesbian until his former secretary revealed that she was his lesbian lover during a civil suit.
The US most prominent media houses reports on the sexuality of athletes were not thoroughly investigated and were based on rumours of notable athletes being homosexuality. For example, Bayless, a former sportswriter, said Aikman was gay; he did not give any proof to the allegations.

Female athletes who appear to have "mannish" qualities assumed to be what—forcing them, often to defend what?

Women with mannish qualities are assumed to be transgender or transsexual. They are supposed to defend themselves by undergoing gender verification tests.

 What is heteronormativity, and how might media coverage of athletes reinforce it?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Heteronormativity its an assumption that human beings are either male or female in sex and gender. That gender, sexual feelings, and romantic attractions are activities that generally occur between people of the opposite sex. The media reinforces this belief by failing to recognize gays and lesbians in the sports arena and the athletes. They remain silent and forget to dig more on those individuals in sports and athletes.
 What argument do the authors of this article make for the media not covering the off-the-field lives of gay athletes? 
They say that it’s not appropriate to ask an athlete about his or her sexual orientation. When the media house fails to ask and talk about LGBT on athletes, it will help the society to be ignorant about the issues and welfare of gays. The media also believes that it's the individuals to declare about their sexual orientation and not them to dig deep on their private lives; this lives the gays silent.
How has the rise of new/digital media facilitated discourse and awareness of LGBT issues in sport and of athletes, according to the authors?
The use of the internet has helped to spread the information of individuals in the sports who are too many people within a short time, for example, the US weekly website reported that former NFL player Wade Davis was a gay. Within a short time, the internet was at abuzz with the news. Athletes and coaches are now using the internet and social media to tell about their sexual orientation like Robbie Rogers publically used the internet and made it clear to the public that he was gay. By use articles, people could publish their sexual orientation; for example, the item called Kwame Harris is gay. Through the article, the NFL acknowledged that their client was gay.


