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In August 29, 2005, the world witnessed as Hurricane Katrina ravaged through the U.S Gulf coast and led to the death of thousands of people and the destruction of property. Economic wise, it is described as the costliest natural disaster with property worth $162 billion destroyed.   Historians have described the storm as one of the worst disasters in the history of the United States. The Hurricane stroked the Gulf Coast as a category 5 storm then receded to a category 3 storm as it approached the coast of Louisiana and Mississippi and affected approximately 90,000 square miles of land. 
 	In what historians describe as an engineering failure, the storm resulted in the overtopping, breach and failure of levees in New Orleans which led to flooding of eighty-percent of the city. In the end, more than 850,000 homes were destroyed, majority of them being in poor neighborhoods and owned by people of color, about 1,833 deaths were directly or indirectly attributed to the storm, thousands of vehicles and sea vessels were also destroyed by the storm. 
Susan Rodgers, a 35 year old New Orleans area resident, describes the events of 16 years ago like they happened yesterday. She claims the ordeal is still fresh in her mind and cannot believe it is 16 years since the hurricane Katrina stroke home. Alex Bassett a pastor, had started an insurance company just 60 days before Hurricane Katrina slammed into the Gulf Coast with devastating effects. He recounts the events before and after the disaster strike. Despite the fact many survivors relocated to other areas after the storm, Alex remained in New Orleans where he recounts details of the disaster 16 years ago. 
The timeline details of the 2005 Hurricane Katrina vary from one witness to the other. Each survivor and witness recounts the happenings of that fateful day in different chronology of events. The individuals described the events of that day as they witnessed them. The witnesses described all forms of help they each witnessed or received from well-wishers, non-governmental organizations and the government. World Vision recounts sending goods worth $9 million to approximately 319,000 survivors in the Gulf Area. The Katrina responders and survivors described the implications of the grants, loans and actions of good will on their journey to recovery from the effects of Hurricane Katrina. The survivors and witnesses elaborated on the counselling that they received immediately after the calamity and the therapy they received over the years so that they may get over the events of that fateful incident. 
Survivors and witness also described the disaster preparedness activities that have and are being carried by the government and non-governmental organizations to improve the communities’ disaster preparedness. They elaborated on the response systems and volunteer networks being put in place to assure a rapid response once disaster strikes. The interviewees finally describe the need for education and training of the general community on disaster preparedness and management. 
Susan Rodgers described the ordeal and the aftermath of the Hurricane Katrina as ‘scenes similar to that of a war zone.’ She describes how her house was uprooted by the one hundred and seventy five miles per hour winds. She recounts how hundreds if not thousands of refugees were escaping a fallen city. The smell and stench of dead and decomposing meat from rotting components of abandoned refrigerators, and dead bodies overwhelmed her. She describes how rescue missions, for days picked hundreds of refugees from car parks, roofs, trees, and other high grounds and checked them in a local airstrip where they could get more humanitarian aid. Alex Bennet describes how the Hurricane Katrina permanently destroyed the landscape of New Orleans. Bennet describes how majority of homes were swept away by ravaging floods. Despite the rebuilding that has happened over the past 16 years, he describes that it will take many more decades or generations before the landscape is restored to its early form. 
Both Alex and Susan describe the impact of the Hurricane Katrina as overwhelming and the events will most probably be engraved in their memories for a lifetime. “I was very numb and dumb-struck by the piles of what used to be people’s homes, properties and in some cases bodies of people and livestock” recounts Susan. 
Susan Rodgers and Alex, are both partnering with local leaders, the community and non- governmental organizations to plan disaster preparedness training and helping prepare volunteer networks and response system. Alex Basset confidently claims that destruction and disaster to the magnitude of the ones witnessed due to Hurricane Katrina cannot be experienced if another storm strikes in New Orleans. He believes Hurricane Katrina reshaped the history of storms and natural calamities in the United States. 
