Running Head: THE VIETNAM WAR                                                                                           1
THE VIETNAM WAR                                                                                                                                            6






The Vietnam War
Student Name
Institution Affiliations
Date



CONTRIBUTION OF JAMES WILSON IN THE VIETNAM WAR
James Wilson was born on May 28, 1928, as the first boy child in the Family of Mary and Monroe Wilsons. He is an American citizen of African American origin living in Los Angeles, California. Despite being blacks, Wilson and his family lived in a white community during a period in which African Americans were undergoing ethnic and cultural persecution—living with his family, where he grew up and obtained his essential kindergarten, primary and high school education. He attended college, after which he enrolled in Military school at age 22, where he received his military training and posting to the Los Angeles Military camp. Unfortunately, this was 1950, the most recognized time in the history of the world as it marled the start of the Vietnam War, which lasted for almost five years. He served the American air forces for 40 years, between 1950 to 1975. The Vietnam War era was a momentary dark era for Wilson. Like many other African Americans, Wilson worked in the air force base camp despite his hard work to be awarded the chance to fly. In his service time in the military, he participated in the Vietnam War amongst thousands of Mexican-Americans. When he retired from service at 49, he narrates Vietnam's war encounter as horrific.
The Vietnam War started in 1950 and ended in 1975, resulting from prolonged conflicts between the Communists people of Northern Vietnam aided by China and the non-communist forces of Southern Vietnam, supported by the United States of America. The United States needed a soldier to send to Vietnam. Since many African Americans were not allowed to fly, Wilson had difficulty adapting to the military. Having experience and being blocked from using it puts pressure on one's thoughts—the restrictions on Black Americans not to fly made Wilson stressed to the extent of leaving the service. The idea of being new in the force would not allow him to retire early, and therefore, he had to wait for the right moment. As the war intensified, more men were lost, creating vacancies for other racial groups in the US to participate in the war, but it was not as smooth as they thought. Many Latin Americans and African Americans serving in the army and the navy were on the frontlines. Fortunately for Wilson, having trained as a pilot, he struggled to get acquainted with a plane. An opportunity opened, and he took it. As he records his history, this was the moment his life success began. 
According to the encyclopedia of the Vietnam War, (Tucker 2011) addresses the political, social, and military history of the African Americans in the Vietnam War. The Vietnam War lasted for more than a decade, having been the longest war in the United States' history. According to Tucker, almost 60,000 American soldiers lost their lives, with many others wounded. Deckman (2018) adds that the majority of the casualties were African Americans, Latin Americans, and Hispanics because they were at the forefront of the war. The leading cause of the war was the inspiration of Vietnam political leaders by the Chines and the Soviet Union to form an independent republic from Japan and French colonial administration. The intensification of the war was due to the cold war between the US and the Soviet Union. The book by Tucker is essential in building my character because it provides several dimensions and perspectives into the conflicts arising from the involvement of the Americans in the Vietnam war. In the book, he points out that President Richard Nixon of America ordered the withdrawal of American troops from South Vietnam in 1973, leading to the end of the 20-year long Vietnam War. 
Many African Americans struggle to be recognized in their families, neighborhoods, and the community. Life in historic America was complicated and full of deceptions for people who were not of the white race. Therefore, together with his family, Wilson lived quietly as they minded their business in a busy white community. This was the quiet and humble childhood background of Wilson that set the foundation of James Wilson. Having lived in a white neighborhood, the family was abled, and this facilitated his education and finally landing him in military school. Having received a good education, he was better placed in handling aspects of life and career properly. During the war, African Americans accounted for 23% of combat troops despite being 115 of the entire American population at the time. Fortunately, he was not in this category of African Americans as he enrolled in the air force and specialized in piloting. According to Lucks (2017), African Americans joined the armed forces because the military offered free education and vocational training. This changed over time, and the military became overwhelmed with racism, pushing Latinos and blacks to the edge of giving up on positive military beliefs. Wilson lives on the legacy of the Vietnam war as "No more Vietnams."
Although he was mainly operating planes, Wilson, like many other war veterans, returned home with mental, psychological, and physical problems that he later recovered from after undergoing treatment. Wilson served in Vietnam for ten years, and when the war ended in 1975, he was among the first African Americans who received the medal of honor for bravery. He continued his military service as a specialized engineer in the air force and retired in 1990 at age 52. Although he started his military career as a demoralized soldier in the airforce, Wilson rose in rank despite the restriction imposed preventing non-whites from flying planes and war jets. This is the legacy he tells his children and grandchildren in his rural retirement home anytime they visit. Wilson is a creation that indicates the struggles that other races and ethnic groups in the US have gone through to achieve modern-day world recognition. The history of African Americans in the United States is faced with struggle and discrimination. Still, they played crucial parts with minimal distinction in giving the United States of America its great name. 
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