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Balancing Civil Liberties and Homeland Security
Civil liberties are the primary freedoms that are interpreted by the lawyers and courts over the years or the freedoms Bill of Rights guarantee to the citizens of a state. The homeland security department is concerned with public security and protection of the country from terrorist. Homeland Security operates by implementing counterterrorism laws and measures to ensure safety of the citizens. However, the correlation between homeland security and civil liberty is critical in curbing terrorism and at the same time protecting the civil liberties of the civilians being protected. This paper therefore aims at highlighting how civil rights and homeland security can be balanced to avoid negative implication of one over the other. 
The first way of bringing balance between homeland security and civil liberty is by making sure that civilians subjected to counterterrorism laws take part and challenge the effectiveness of decisions on their rights. (Australian Human Rights Commission, 2018). The affected civilians should be given an opportunity to check whether the laws were made legal and if correct facts about both the terror threat and the civilians that may be affected were considered. In this way, balance can be attained in that the counter-terror laws will be implemented without leading to their misuses and abuse of the laws and violation of civil liberties.
Secondly, balance can be achieved through a just, inventive and all-encompassing means of drafting the counterterrorism laws. This can be achieved by involving individual, such as members of security forces, civil-savants, lawyers and politicians. This approach can be used to strike a balance between the matters of national security and protection of civil liberties(Gearty, 2018). When the participants are all given an opportunity to air their sights on counterterrorism, the final laws to be implemented will be a fair to all and therefore, they will advocate for protection of civil liberties and rights and at the same time protect the state from terrorist threats.
According to (Keith, 2017), the balance between civil rights and homeland security can be achieved through prohibiting unreasonable and illegitimate arrests and warrants. In this way, the grand jury is the most appropriate for indicting persons accused of terrorism based crimes. Amendments should be done on the existing counterterrorism laws to avoid self-incrimination of civilians and double jeopardy. Civilians being affected by the counter-terror laws should be explicitly educated about the laws for them to evaluate the implication the anti-terror acts will have on their civil liberties and rights. 
Fourthly, balance between civil liberties and homeland security can be realized by establishing an autonomous and consistent assessment of the operation of counterterrorism laws (Australian Human Rights Commission, 2018).To avoid infringing of human liberties and rights such as fair trial, the counterterrorism laws should be assessed regularly for correction and co-relating the laws with the changes made on the rights and liberties of civilians under terror threat. One way achieving effective assessment is by creating a perpetual independent reviewer. In this way, the reviewer will be able to develop intense expertise in complex aspects of counter-terrorism law such as the impact implementing them on human rights. He should be allowed to gather information from sources such as for Bills of Rights Commission and intelligence agencies. 
In conclusion, a balance between human liberties and homeland security reduces the possibility of negative implication of one over the other. Critical as it sounds, when homeland security operates by laws that are violating civil liberties, they will be solving a problem while creating another. It is therefore ideal to incorporate some approaches in drafting counter-terror laws. Such approaches include involving the civilians for them to help in the evaluation of validity of such rights. Inventive means of forming counterterrorism laws can bring balance between homeland security and civil liberties. When the balance is achieved, the security department will be able to protect the civilians and at the same time protect their civil liberties and rights. 
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