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How Homelessness in America is Directly Tied to Drug and Alcohol Abuse
 Homelessness is a common situation for most poor people, it’s a condition where individuals struggle to survive in the streets because they have no place they can call home. According to countries like United States of America the department of housing and urban development abbreviated as HUD defined homelessness as any person having regular or rather fixed place of living that is suitable for his or her needs. An individual that live in temporarily shelter. 
The history of Homelessness in America goes way back in 1640s it has been documented ever since by a company known as Housing Urban Development (HUD). In those days Homelessness way believe to be moral deficiency of character default that under God’s grace a good Christian would naturally have their needs handled (Galea & Vlahov, 2002). While those outside this grace it is believed that they were being served right because God always served people right according to their doings and believes (Greene, Ennett & Ringwalt, 1997). In the 1600s if a family or individuals found themselves in a state of homelessness, they were to appear before the community fathers where they were to prove themselves worth, failure to that, they were forced out of the town to the next or village. But today homelessness has nothing to do with all the above mentioned. It is on the other hand a social complex issue with number of variables. In America some individuals still hold on to the religious doctrine that one needs to get out of that situation by themselves and pursue American dream, failure to that they were to be termed as helpless with no added value to the society.
          Looking at things from the department of housing urban development there is an estimate of 3.5 million Americans who are homeless and 100 million worldwide. A survey done in 2008 by the United State Conference of Mayors indicate that drug abuse was revealed to be the major cause of homelessness among the single adults and one top three cause of homelessness in families the survey way taken in 25 cities of America. Other than alcohol and drug abuse there are other causes of homelessness namely unemployment, abuse from homes, children failing to receive care from their parents or guardian, domestic violence, disabilities, break-ups and divorces, wages that are too low to pay rental houses among others (Galea & Vlahov, 2002). Substance abuse are cause by financial stressing and instability; Researcher have realized that substance abuse  being the major factor in that when an individual experience just a little stress from either work or maybe something did not work according to the way he or she planned, he seek solution from drugs by abusing them, soon he becomes addicted and the victim is likely to experience mental disorders all this leads to loosing ones property and job, leading to one being homeless because the only source of income has been terminated (Shelton, Taylor, Bonner & van den Bree, 2009). Reality hits when he realizes he can no longer fund his needs and those of the family, the victim may end up having health problems brought by stressful life. In some case, substance abuse is caused by stressing.
In accordance with the United States Interagency council of homelessness, 70 percent of the homeless individuals are veterans who suffer from abuse of drugs. The substance abuse among the veterans goes way back in the years 1870 during the civil war where painkiller known as morphine were used until 1890, one would easily buy morphine and heroin with syringe. The rural housewives also became addicted due to loneliness and idleness. Drug criminals took the advantage of the situation and the cause of the civil war came with it Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder abbreviated as (PTSD) (Shelton, Taylor, Bonner & van den Bree, 2009). Study made by the mental illness policy shows that there are about 744,000 homeless people, among them roughly 250,000 do suffer from mental sickness like schizophrenia and manic-depression (Hill & Stamey, 1990). As from 1970s, the number of homeless individuals with mental illness have greatly increased. The total percentage of homeless people living under drug abuse and alcohol is greater than the number of normal homeless people who do not ingest any form of drugs or consume alcohol (Greene, Ennett & Ringwalt, 1997).
	Drug abuse in America is affecting both the young and old, most young people who abuse drug between ages of 13 to 20, due to peer pressure and being idle while others because of losing their parents or loved ones. Drugs abused are expensive and they require financial resources to maintain consumption rate. It causes adults to spend all the money on drugs, when the money dries, they end up selling their property in exchange for drug, sooner or later they realize they have nothing for themselves so they end up on the streets for they have no homes. Young people who abuse drugs because they lost their parents, they end up becoming addicted to those drugs, and since they have no money to fund their drug addiction, they end up selling whatever their parents left behind, sooner or later they realize they have nothing else to sell so they end up on the streets too. This causes the number of homeless people to grow day by day (Hill & Stamey, 1990).
	Drug abuse is wrong and selling drugs in America is illegal. Most drug dealers are very wealthy. Once they get arrested, they end up losing whatever they have acquired with drug money. They waste their time in prison and once they are released, they end up on the streets as homeless because they lost everything. Some individuals also go insane because of addiction, if the family have no money to take them to rehabilitation, they become unwanted in the society and they only place they survive is on the streets, they join the other homeless people (Hill & Stamey, 1990).
Most drug abusers like some college students gang up to destroy peoples’ property causing great damages and worse loss of lives. Once they destroy peoples’ investments, some are left with nothing else to lean on so they end up being homeless. Parents who die on drugs leave behind their children as orphans, majority of these kids end up on the streets for being homeless.
Drug abuse may lead to domestic chaos in the family, affected family members may end up seeking refuge on the streets to find peace of mind, some end living in the streets hence they become homeless. Students in colleges indulge in drugs and substance abuse while still in school, drug abuse causes health deterioration. By the time they graduate, their body is weak hence most of them are considered weak for any job thus they end up being jobless. After some time when they cannot meet their needs and pay bills, they end up on the streets being homeless. Others get fired where they were employed once they become addicted and their body weak to be productive at work. In America, individuals under the influence of alcohol and drug abuse miss handle fire, they end up burning their homes together with other people’s, so they end up on the street homeless and others turn out to be beggars. Drugs cartels have a chain of individuals who rely on drugs for living, they deal with supply and warehousing of the drugs (Shelton, Taylor, Bonner & van den Bree, 2009). Once the deals dry due to restrictions from the America government, they end up jobless, some of them are bread winners and have families looking up on them for financial support, their families suffer thus they end up homeless when they cannot pay bills and meet their basic needs (Galea & Vlahov, 2002).
In America, drunk driving is rampant. People drive under the influence of alcohol, they end up causing accidents that leads to loss of lives. If the family of the deceased relied on the deceased for financial support, they end up broke and unable to pay bills hence some end up on the streets as homeless (Greene, Ennett & Ringwalt, 1997). 
	To conclude, homelessness is a serious condition that affects most countries in the world. In America, various organizations have come forth to enlighten people of the effects and dangers of drugs and alcohol abuse. Home Aid is a campaign in America that sets aside the month of November to enlighten the society about homelessness and how to curb it by mostly avoiding drugs and substance abuse among other things.
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