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Hospitality Systems
The hotels and restaurants in Saudi Arabia face a lot of natural disasters, which include but are not limited to floods, earthquakes, shifting dune, and dust storms. Each of these disasters poses a great risk to both humans and vegetation whenever they strike. The increase of the human population has increased the risk even further because the human settlement is encroaching the disaster-prone areas making it difficult to escape the disasters when they happen. The paper discusses the effect of floods and sand storms on the hospitality systems. 
Saudi Arabia is faced with many flash floods, especially in Jeddah, which is on the western side of the Arabian desert. The floods are caused by the heavy rains in the upper parts coupled with the soils' poor permeability, leading to massive surface run-offs. The increase in population pressure has also resulted in more constructions even in topographically low-lying areas, resulting in blocking the natural drainage systems.  According to Azzam & Ali (2019), the floods have affected tourists' flow into the city since the transportation routes and power lines are sometimes rendered inactive during such times. In times of drought and strong winds, the areas around the eastern side are affected by sand storms; these are caused by strong winds blowing over dry and barren land. The storms blow through settlements and cities, creating havoc wherever they go through. According to Middleton (2017), the sand storms block the visibility and sometimes even disrupt the region's air traffic flow. The strong winds also cause the shift of the dunes. During the shifting, settlements may be affected in case they are on the path of the shift. It causes the barricading of transport routes making traveling difficult. A times buildings are also buried by the sand. 
Considering that most Saudi Arabia is arid and semi-arid, the probability of a region being hit by a dust storm is 30%. Therefore, most of the buildings in the towns and cities of Saudi Arabia are built to withstand the strong winds. According to Chieffo & Formisano (2019), they are built with concrete from the foundations to the roof, and it ensures that the building is heavy and cannot be blown away by the strong wind and at the same time ensuring that the roof is strong enough to carry the weight of the deposited sand. The hotels also rely on the early warnings from the meteorological department. According to Krane (2019), the world meteorological organization is charged with tracking the storms and giving early warning to the people to ensure their safety. The hotels are also fitted it air conditioners in every room; these air conditioners enable flesh air circulation in the rooms even amid the storms. The guests are also encouraged to avoid outdoor activities during the storm period.
 In case any of these safety components are not effective, there would be a great loss of life and destruction of property. The risks involved in ensuring that the asset remains productive can be assessed qualitatively to determine the impact of a sand storm in case it happens.  According to Al-Hemoud et al. (2019), it should be based on the two components of risk: severity of the impact and the likelihood of the storm's reoccurrence. 
	
 
Severity of impact
	
	slight
	moderate
	High

	
	Human injury
	Minor injuries
	Serious injuries
	Very serious injuries

	
	Asset damage
	D<1000
	D<2500
	D<5000

	
	Non-productive time
	8h
	24h
	72hr



With this assessment, the MOI should consider using different approaches in mitigating the losses that may occur during a sand storm. The MOI should ensure that there is enough fund for the meteorological department to ensure that proper tracking of the storms is done and the people's information. Providing people with mask dispensers for cases where the people are caught in the storm. Buildings should also be insured against storm damages. If the MOI follows these, society will be safe and there will be an increase in the number of domestic and foreign tourists visiting our cities and residing in our hotels and restaurants. 
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