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Introduction: Wet Feet Marching 

Blame It on Rio? 

Imagine you carefully save money your entire life to buy a beautiful piece 
of Llnd in the country to farm. The land and equipment cost more than 
you expect, and you quickly become dependent on a narrow margin of 
profit to sustain yourself ;lnd your family. Soon after you move in, how-
cver, someone buys the property bordering your land and immediately 
opens a landfill, accepting trash and hazardous wastes from the entire re-
gion. A mountain of trash rapidly grows; the landfill stinks, the noise of 
the trucks and bulldozers is deafening, and the waste leaks into your 
groundwater. Since the bnd is in an unzoned, unincorporated township, 
vou have no recourse to stop the dumping through zoning limits, and the 
landowner is best friends with the major political and economic players 
III the county, state, and even the federal government. The value of your 
property plummets, and you cannot afford to move. The owner of the 
dump lives elsewhere and grows rich on its income; you suffer all the 
costs of his operation and gain none of the benefits. 

You seek to make an agreement with the neighbor, asking for some 
limits on his behavior. He negotiates with you for years, but never agrees 
to any substantial changes in his dumping. Instead, he says it would be 
unfair to have to do so unless you also agreed to stop dumping your 
farm waste, which would prevent you from being able to farm effec-
tively. You turn to your other neighbors, seeking partners who will force 
the dump owner to clean up or close. Some agree, but these are only the 
poorest and least powerful of your neighbors-the others are friends of 
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