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and Greeks were targeted by whites dur- hwmdly' ‘"d?’m
ing a 1909 Omaha race riot. And curi-

ously, the only black family on the Titanic was almost lost to history

because “Italian” was used to label the ship’s darker-skinned, nonwhite

Yet it was this very bureaucratic impulse and political self-interest
that eventually led A to“p " southern and P
to “whi " The di ion turned to how to fully assimilate these
much-needed, newly white workers and how to get their votes. If you
‘were neither black nor Asian nor Hispanic, eventually you could become
white, invested with enforceable civil rights and the right to exploit—and
hate—nonwhites. World War II finally made all European Americans
white, as the “Americans All” banner was reduced to physiognomy alone:
Patriotic Jap Ameri ended up in internment camps while fascist-
leaning Italian Ameri d free. While recent European immi-

had abstained from World War I-era race riots, racial violence in
the 1940s was an equal-opportunity affair. One Italian American later
recalled the time he and his friends “beat up some niggers” in Harlem as
“wonderful. It was new. The Italo-American stopped being Italo and
started becoming American.”

While European immigrants got the racial stamp of approval, the
federal government was engaged in a little-recognized piece of racial rig-
 set up largely for the benefit of whites. As Ira Katznel plains in
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