Written Document Analysis Worksheet

TYPE OF DOCUMENT (Check one):

( Newspaper C Map (" Advertisement
(* Letter  Telegram (— Congressional Record
" Ppatent ( PressRelease (— Census Report
" Memorandum (" Report ( Other
UNIQUE PHYSICAL CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DOCUMENT (Check one or more):
[ Interesting Letterhead [~ Notations
[ Handwritten [~ "RECEIVED" stamp
[ Typed [ Other
X seals
DATE(S) OF DOCUMENT:

The date was January 1, 1863

AUTHOR (OR CREATOR) OF THE DOCUMENT:
Abraham Lincoln
POSITION (TITLE):

President of the US

FOR WHAT AUDIENCE WAS THE DOCUMENT WRITTEN?

The audience was rebellious states.

DOCUMENT INFORMATION (There are many possible ways to answer A-E.)
A. List three things the author said that you think are important:

-The people whereof shall be rebellion against the US, shall be then, thenceforward, and forever free.
-The executive government of the US,..., will recognize and maintain the freedom.
-1 --declare that all persons held as slaves in designated states,.., and henceforward shall be free,

B. Why do you think this document was written?
The document was written to free the slaves in rebellious and designated states.

C. What evidence in the document helps you know why it was written? Quote from the document.

“The Emancipation Proclamation declared that all persons held as slaves within the rebellious states and henceforward shall be
free."

D. List two things the document tells you about life in the United States at the time it was written,

-Even tho sectional conflicts over slavery had been a major cause of the war
-It added moral force to the union cause and strengthened the union both militarily and politically.

E. Write a question to the author that is left unanswered by the document:

Why would Lincoln not choose to free all the slaves from all states?
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Emancipation Proclamation

On September 22, 1862, during the civil war between the north and the south that was fighting over
the southern states succeeding and trying to preserve the union; President Abraham Lincoln issued his
preliminary Emancipation Proclamation that all slaves in states that are involved with the rebellion would
be declared free. Then as the rebellion unabated, President Lincoln issued the Emancipation Proclamation

declaring that all people who are being held as slaves shall, and are now free.

Although Lincoln passed the Proclamation, it was limited in various ways. It only applied to states
who had succeeded from the Union, and left slavery still legal in the loyal border states. It also exempted
parts of the Confederacy that was already under control of the Union, and most of the freedom it promised
was heavily depending on the Union military victory. The Proclamation didn’t completely end slavery in
the nation, but it did fundamentally transform the character of the war. Such as announcing the acceptance

of blacks into the union army and navy which allowed the liberated to become the liberators.

The Emancipation Proclamation has already assumed its place among the great documents of
human freedom. Which is why it had such a political impact on the nation and the world. Without the
Proclamation, the slaves would have had no reason to try so secure their liberty. The Proclamation made it
possibly for the slaves to fight for their freedom. By the end of the war almost 200,000 black solider and
sailors had fought for the Union and freedom. The Proclamation gave the blacks and slaves something to

fight for during the civil war,
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Executive Mansion,
& print-friendly version

Washington, , 186 .

Four score and seven years ago our fathers brought forth, upan this
continent, a new nation, conceived in liberty, and dedicated to the proposition
that "all men are crealed equal”

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testing whether that nation, or any
nation so conceived, and so dedicated, can long endure. We are met on a
great battle field of that war. We have come to dedicate a portion of it, as a
final resting place for those who died here, that the nation might live. This we
may, in all propriety do. But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate -- we can
not consecrate -- we can not hallow, this ground-- The brave men, living and
dead, who struggled here, have hallowed it, far above our poor power to add
or detract. The world will little note, nor long remember what we say here;
while it can never forget what they did here.

Itis rather for us, the living, e-stand-hers: we here be dedica-ted to the great
task remaining before us - that, from these honored dead we take increased
devotion to that cause for which they here, gave the last full measure of
devolion — that we here highly resolve these dead shall not have died in vain;
that the nation, shall have a new birth of freedom, and that government of the
people by the people for the people, shall not perish from the earth.

Abraham Lincoln, Draft of the Gettysburg Address: Nicolay Copy. Transcribed and
annotated by the Lincoln Studies Center, Knox College, Galesburg, lllinois. Available
at Abraham Lincoln Papers at the Library of Congress, Manuscript Division
(Washington, D.C.: American Memary Project, [2000-02]),
http://memory.loc.gov/ammem/alhtmi/malhome.html.
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TREATY OF PEACE, FRIENDSHIP. LIMITS,

AND SETTLEMENT BETWEEN THE UNITED (B print-friendly versian
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE UNITED

MEXICAN STATES CONCLUDED AT GUADALUPE HIDALGO, FEBRUARY
2, 1848; RATIFICATION ADVISED BY SENATE, WITH AMENDMENTS,
MARCH 10, 1848; RATIFIED BY PRESIDENT, MARCH 16, 1848;
RATIFICATIONS EXCHANGED AT QUERETARO, MAY 30, 1848;
PROCLAIMED, JULY 4, 1848.

IN THE NAME OF ALMIGHTY GOD

The United States of America and the United Mexican States animated by a
sincere desire to put an end to the calamities of the war which unhappily
exists between the two Republics and to establish Upon a solid basis
relations of peace and friendship, which shall confer reciprocal benefits upon
the citizens of both, and assure the concord, harmony, and mutual confidence
wherein the two people should live, as good neighbors have for that purpose
appointed their respective plenipotentiaries, that is to say: The President of
the United States has appointed Nicholas P. Trist, a citizen of the United
States, and the President of the Mexican Republic has appointed Don Luis
Gonzaga Cuevas, Don Bernardo Couto, and Don Miguel Atristain, citizens of

the said Republic; Who, after a reciprocal communication of their respective . e . ‘I‘lllll
full powers, have, under the protection of Almighty God, the author of peace, ~ Mfiuentialin U.S. History. o i
arranged, agreed upon, and signed the following: Treaty of Peace, Friendship, [E IT OUT H‘ ;
Limits, and Settlement between the United States of America and the 100 Mile
Mexican Republic. &l Nt

ARTICLE I

There shall be firm and universal peace between the United States of
America and the Mexican Republic, and between their respective countries,
territories, cities, towns, and people, without exception of places or persons.

ARTICLE 11

Immediately upon the signature of this treaty, a convention shall be entered
into between a commissioner or commissioners appointed by the General-in-
chief of the forces of the United States, and such as may be appointed by the
Mexican Government, to the end that a provisional suspension of hostilities
shall take place, and that, in the places occupied by the said forces,
conslitutional order may be reeslablished, as regards the political,
administrative, and judicial branches, so far as this shall be permitted by the
circumstances of military occupation.

ARTICLE III

Immediately upon the ratification of the present treaty by the Government of
the United States, orders shall be transmitted to the commanders of their land
and naval forces, requiring the latter (provided this treaty shall then have been
ratified by the Government of the Mexican Republic, and the ratifications
exchanged) immediately to desist from blockading any Mexican ports and
requiring the former (under the same condition) to commence, at the earliest
moment practicable, withdrawing all troops of the United States then in the
interior of the Mexican Republic, to points that shall be selected by common
agreement, at a distance from the seaports not exceeding thirty leagues; and
such evacuation of the interior of the Republic shall be completed with the
least possible delay; the Mexican Government hereby binding itself to afford
every facility in its power for rendering the same convenient to the troops, on
their march and in their new positions, and for promoting a good
understanding between them and the inhabitants. In like manner orders shall
be despatched to the persons in charge of the custom houses at all ports
occupied by the forces of the United States, requiring them (under the same
condition) immediately to deliver possession of the same to the persons
authorized by the Mexican Government to receive it, together with all bonds
and evidences of debt for duties on importations and on exportations, not yet
fallen due. Moreover, a faithful and exact account shall be made out, showing
the entire amount of all duties on imports and on exports, collected at such
custom-houses, or elsewhere in Mexico, by authority of the United States,
from and after the day of ratification of this treaty by the Government of the
Mexican Republic; and also an account of the cost of collection; and such
entire amount, deducting only the cost of collection, shall be delivered to the
Mexican Government, at the city of Mexico, within three months after the
exchange of ratifications.

The evacuation of the capital of the Mexican Republic by the troops of the
United States, in virtue of the above stipulation, shall be completed in one
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month after the orders there stipulated for shall have been received by the
commander of said troops, or sooner if possible.

ARTICLE IV

Immediately after the exchange of ratifications of the present treaty all castles,
forts, territories, places, and possessions, which have been taken or occupied
by the forces of the United States during the present war, within the limits of
the Mexican Republic, as about to be established by the following article, shall
be definitely restored to the said Republic, together with all the artillery, arms,
apparatus of war, munitions, and other public property, which were in the said
caslles and forts when captured, and which shall remain there at the time
when this treaty shall be duly ratified by the Government of the Mexican
Republic. To this end, immediately upon the signature of this treaty, orders
shall be despatched to the American officers commanding such castles and
forts, securing against the removal or destruction of any such artillery, arms,
apparaltus of war, munitions, or other public property. The city of Mexico,
within the inner line of intrenchments surrounding the said city, is
comprehended in the above slipulation, as regards the restoration of artillery,
apparatus of war, & c.

The final evacuation of the territory of the Mexican Republic, by the forces of
the United States, shall be completed in three months from the said exchange
of ratifications, or sooner if possible; the Mexican Government hereby
engaging, as in the foregoing article to use all means in its power for
facilitating such evacuation, and rendering it convenient to the troops, and for
promoting a good understanding between them and the inhabitants.

If, however, the ratification of this treaty by both parties should not take place
in time to allow the embarcation of the troops of the United States to be
completed before the commencement of the sickly season, at the Mexican
ports on the Gulf of Mexico, in such case a friendly arrangement shall be
entered into between the General-in-Chief of the said troops and the Mexican
Government, whereby healthy and otherwise suitable places, at a distance
from the ports not exceeding thirty leagues, shall be designated for the
residence of such troops as may not yet have embarked, until the return of
the healthy season. And the space of time here referred to as,
comprehending the sickly season shall be understood to extend from the first
day of May to the first day of November.

All prisoners of war taken on either side, on land or on sea, shall be restored
as soon as practicable after the exchange of ratifications of this treaty. It is
also agreed that if any Mexicans should now be held as captives by any
savage tribe within the limits of the United States, as about to be established
by the following article, the Government of the said United States will exact
the release of such captives and cause them to be restored to their country.

ARTICLE V

The boundary line between the two Republics shall commence in the Gulf of
Mexico, three leagues from land, opposite the mouth of the Rio Grande,
otherwise called Rio Bravo del Norte, or Opposite the mouth of its deepest
branch, if it should have more than one branch emptying directly into the sea;
from thence up the middle of that river, following the deepest channel, where
it has more than one, to the point where it strikes the southern boundary of
New Mexico; thence, westwardly, along the whole southern boundary of New
Mexico (which runs north of the town called Paso) to its western termination;
thence, northward, along the western line of New Mexico, until it intersects the
first branch of the river Gila; (or if it should not intersect any branch of that
river, then to the point on the said line nearest to such branch, and thence in a
direct line to the same); thence down the middle of the said branch and of the
said river, until it empties into the Rio Colorado; thence across the Rio
Colorado, following the division line between Upper and Lower California, to
the Pacific Ocean,

The southern and western limits of New Mexico, mentioned in the article, are
those laid down in the map entitied "Map of the United Mexican States, as
organized and defined by various acts of the Congress of said republic, and
constructed according to the best authorities. Revised edition. Published at
New York, in 1847, by J. Disturnell,” of which map a copy is added to this
treaty, bearing the signatures and seals of the undersigned Plenipotentiaries.
And, in order to preclude all difficulty in tracing upon the ground the limit
separating Upper from Lower California, it is agreed that the said limit shall
consist of a straight line drawn from the middle of the Rio Gila, where it unites
with the Colorado, to a point on the coast of the Pacific Ocean, distant one
marine league due south of the southernmost point of the port of San Diego,
according to the plan of said port made in the year 1782 by Don Juan
Pantoja, second sailing-master of the Spanish fleet, and published at Madrid
in the year 1802, in the atlas to the voyage of the schooners Sutil and
Mexicana; of which plan a copy is hereunto added, signed and sealed by the
respeclive Plenipotentiaries,

In order to designate the boundary line with due precision, upon authoritative
maps, and to establish upon the ground land-marks which shall show the
limits of both republics, as described in the present article, the two
Governments shall each appoint a commissioner and a surveyor, who, before
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the expiration of one year from the date of the exchange of ratifications of this
treaty, shall meet at the port of San Diego, and proceed to run and mark the
said boundary in its whole course to the mouth of the Rio Bravo del Norte.
They shall keep journals and make out plans of their operations; and the
result agreed upon by them shall be deemed a part of this treaty, and shall
have the same force as if it were inserted therein. The two Governments will
amicably agree regarding what may be necessary to these persons, and also
as lo their respective escorts, should such be necessary.

The boundary line established by this article shall be religiously respected by
each of the two republics, and no change shall ever be made therein, except
by the express and free consent of both nations, lawfully given by the General
Government of each, in conformity with its own constitution.

ARTICLE V1

The vessels and citizens of the United States shall, in all time, have a free
and uninterrupted passage by lhe Gulf of California, and by the river Colorado
below its confluence with the Gila, to and from their possessions situated
north of the boundary line defined in the preceding article; it being understood
that this passage is to be by navigating the Gulf of California and the river
Colorado, and not by land, without the express consent of the Mexican
Government.

If, by the examinations which may be made, it should be ascertained to be
practicable and advantageous to conslruct a road, canal, or railway, which
should in whole or in part run upon the river Gila, or upon its right or its left
bank, within the space of one marine league from either margin of the river,
the Governments of both republics will form an agreement regarding its
construction, in order that it may serve equally for the use and advantage of
both countries.

ARTICLE VII

The river Gila, and the part of the Rio Bravo del Norte lying below the
southern boundary of New Mexico, being, agreeably to the fifth article, divided
in the middle between the two republics, the navigation of the Gila and of the
Bravo below said boundary shall be free and common to the vessels and
citizens of both countries; and neither shall, without the consent of the other,
construct any work that may impede or interrupt, in whole or in part, the
exercise of this right; not even for the purpose of favoring new methods of
navigation. Nor shall any tax or contribution, under any denomination or title,
be levied upon vessels or persons navigating the same or upon merchandise
or effects transported thereon, except in the case of landing upon one of their
shores. If, for the purpose of making the said rivers navigable, or for
maintaining them in such state, it should be necessary or advantageous to
establish any tax or contribution, this shall not be done without the consent of
both Governments.

The stipulations contained in the present article shall not impair the territorial
rights of either republic within its established limits,

ARTICLE VIII

Mexicans now established in territories previously belonging to Mexico, and
which remain for the future within the limits of the United States, as defined by
the present treaty, shall be free to continue where they now reside, or to
remove at any time to the Mexican Republic, retaining the property which they
possess in the said territories, or disposing thereof, and removing the
proceeds wherever they please, without their being subjected, on this
accounl, to any contribution, tax, or charge whatever.

Those who shall prefer to remain in the said territories may either retain the
litle and rights of Mexican citizens, or acquire those of citizens of the United
States. But they shall be under the obligation to make their election within one
year from the date of the exchange of ratifications of this treaty; and those
who shall remain in the said territories after the expiration of that year, without
having declared their intention lo retain the character of Mexicans, shall be
considered to have elected to become citizens of the United States.

In the said territories, property of every kind, now belonging to Mexicans not
established there, shall be inviolably respected. The present owners, the heirs
of these, and all Mexicans who may hereafter acquire said property by
contract, shall enjoy with respect to it guarantees equally ample as if the
same belonged to citizens of the United States.

ARTICLE IX

The Mexicans who, in the territories aforesaid, shall not preserve the
character of citizens of the Mexican Republic, conformably with what is
stipulated in the preceding article, shall be incorporated into the Union of the
United States. and be admitted at the proper time (to be judged of by the
Congress of the United States) to the enjoyment of all the rights of citizens of
the United States, according to the principles of the Constitution; and in the
mean time, shall be maintained and protected in the free enjoyment of their
liberty and property, and secured in the free exercise of their religion without
restriction.

ARTICLE X
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[Stricken out]

Article X1

Considering that a great part of the territories, which, by the present treaty,
are to be comprehended for the future within the limits of the United States, is
now occupied by savage tribes, who will hereafter be under the exclusive
control of the Government of the United States, and whose incursions within
the territory of Mexico would be prejudicial in the extreme, it is solemnly
agreed thal all such incursions shall be forcibly restrained by the Government
of the United States whensoever this may be necessary; and that when they
cannol be prevented, they shall be punished by the said Government, and
satisfaction for the same shall be exacted all in the same way, and with equal
diligence and energy, as if the same incursions were meditated or committed
within its own territory, against its own citizens.

It shall not be lawful, under any pretext whatever, for any inhabitant of the
United States to purchase or acquire any Mexican, or any foreigner residing in
Mexico, who may have been captured by Indians inhabiting the territory of
either of the two republics; nor to purchase or acquire horses, mules, cattle, or
property of any kind, stolen within Mexican territory by such Indians.

And in the event of any person or persens, captured within Mexican territory
by Indians, being carried into the territory of the United States, the
Government of the latter engages and binds itself, in the most solemn
manner, 50 soon as it shall know of such captives being within its territory,
and shall be able so to do, through the faithful exercise of its influence and
power, to rescue them and return them to their country. or deliver them to the
agent or representative of the Mexican Government. The Mexican authorities
will, as far as practicable, give to the Government of the United States notice
of such captures; and its agents shall pay the expenses incurred in the
maintenance and transmission of the rescued captives; who, in the mean
time, shall be treated with the utmost hospitality by the American authorities at
the place where they may be. But if the Government of the United States,
before receiving such nolice from Mexico, should obtain intelligence, through
any other channel, of the existence of Mexican captives within its territory, it
will proceed forthwith to effect their release and delivery to the Mexican agent,
as above stipulated.

For the purpose of giving to these stipulations the fullest possible efficacy,
thereby affording the security and redress demanded by their true spirit and
intent, the Government of the United States will now and hereafter pass,
without unnecessary delay, and always vigilantly enforce, such laws as the
nature of the subject may require. And, finally, the sacredness of this
obligalion shall never be lost sight of by the said Government, when providing
for the removal of the Indians from any portion of the said territories, or for its
being setltled by citizens of the United States; but, on the contrary, special
care shall then be taken not to place its Indian occupants under the necessity
of seeking new homes, by committing those invasions which the United
States have solemnly obliged themselves to restrain.

ARTICLE XII

In consideration of the extension acquired by the boundaries of the United
States, as defined in the fifth article of the present treaty, the Government of
the United States engages to pay to that of the Mexican Republic the sum of
fifteen millions of dollars.

Immediately after the treaty shall have been duly ratified by the Government
of the Mexican Republic, the sum of three millions of dollars shall be paid to
the said Government by that of the United States, at the city of Mexico, in the
gold or silver coin of Mexico. The remaining twelve millions of dollars shall be
paid at the same place, and in the same coin, in annual instaliments of three
millions of dollars each, together with interest on the same at the rate of six
per centum per annum. This interest shall begin to run upon the whole sum of
twelve millions from the day of the ratification of the present treaty by-—the
Mexican Government, and the first of the installments shall be paid-at the
expiration of one year from the same day. Together with each annual
installment, as it falls due, the whole interest accruing on such installment
from the beginning shall also be paid.

ARTICLE X111

The United States engage, moreover, to assume and pay to the claimants all
the amounts now due them, and those hereafter to become due, by reason of
the claims already liquidaled and decided against the Mexican Republic,
under the conventions between the two republics severally concluded on the
eleventh day of April, eighteen hundred and thirty-nine, and on the thirtieth
day of January, eighteen hundred and forty-three; so that the Mexican
Republic shall be absolutely exempt, for the future, from all expense whatever
on account of the said claims.

ARTICLE X1V

The United States do furthermore discharge the Mexican Republic from all
claims of citizens of the United States, not heretofore decided against the
Mexican Government, which may have arisen previously to the date of the
signalture of this treaty; which discharge shall be final and perpetual, whether
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the said claims be rejected or be allowed by the board of commissioners
provided for in the following article, and whatever shall be the total amount of
those allowed.

ARTICLE XV

The United States, exonerating Mexico from all demands on account of the
claims of their citizens mentioned in the preceding article, and considering
them entirely and forever canceled, whatever their amount may be, undertake
to make satisfaction for the same, to an amount not exceeding three and one-
quarter millions of dollars. To ascertain the validity and amount of those
claims, a board of commissioners shall be established by the Government of
the United Stales, whose awards shall be final and conclusive; provided that,
in deciding upen the validity of each claim, the boa shall be guided and
governed by the principles and rules of decision prescribed by the first and
fifth articles of the unratified convention, concluded at the city of Mexico on
the twentieth day of November, one thousand eight hundred and forty-three;
and in no case shall an award be made in favour of any claim not embraced
by these principles and rules.

If, in the opinion of the said board of commissioners or of the claimants, any
books, records, or documents, in the possession or power of the Government
of the Mexican Republic, shall be deemed necessary to the just decision of
any claim, the commissioners, or the claimants through them, shall, within
such period as Congress may designate, make an application in writing for
the same, addressed to the Mexican Minister of Foreign Affairs, to be
transmilted by the Secretary of State of the United States; and the Mexican
Government engages, at the earliest possible moment after the receipt of
such demand, to cause any of the books, records, or documents so specified,
which shall be in their possession or power (or authenticated copies or
extracts of the same), to be transmitted to the said Secretary of State, who
shall immediately deliver them over to the said board of commissioners;
provided that no such application shall be made by or at the instance of any
claimant, until the facts which it is expected to prove by such books, records,
or documents, shall have been stated under oath or affirmation.

ARTICLE XVI

Each of the contracting parties reserves to itself the entire right to fortify
whatever point within its territory it may judge proper so to fortify for its
security.

ARTICLE XVII

The treaty of amity, commerce, and navigation, concluded at the city of
Mexico, on the fifth day of April, A. D. 1831, between the United States of
America and the United Mexican States, except the additional article, and
except so far as the stipulations of the said treaty may be incompatible with
any slipulation contained in the present treaty, is hereby revived for the period
of eight years from the day of the exchange of ratifications of this treaty, with
the same force and virtue as if incorporated therein; it being understood that
each of the contracting parlies reserves to itself the right, at any time after the
said period of eight years shall have expired, to terminate the same by giving
one year's notice of such intention to the other party.

ARTICLE XVIII

All supplies whatever for troops of the United States in Mexico, arriving at
ports in the occupation of such troops previous to the final evacuation thereof,
although subsequently to the restoration of the custom-houses at such ports,
shall be entirely exempt from duties and charges of any kind; the Government
of the United States hereby engaging and pledging its faith to establish and
vigilantly to enforce, all possible guards for securing the revenue of Mexico,
by preventing the importation, under cover of this stipulation, of any articles
other than such, both in kind and in quantity, as shall really be wanted for the
use and consumption of the forces of the United States during the time they
may remain in Mexico. To this end it shall be the duty of all officers and
agents of the United States to denounce to the Mexican authorities at the
respective ports any attempts at a fraudulent abuse of this stipulation, which
they may know of, or may have reason to suspect, and to give to such
authorities all the aid in their power with regard thereto; and every such
attempt, when duly proved and established by sentence of a competent
tribunal, They shall be punished by the confiscation of the property so
attempted to be fraudulently introduced.

ARTICLE XIX

With respect to all merchandise, effects, and property whatsoever, imported
into ports of Mexico, whilst in the occupation of the forces of the United
States, whether by citizens of either republic, or by citizens or subjects of any
neutral nation, the following rules shall be cbserved:

(1) All such merchandise, effects, and property, if imported
previously to the restoration of the custom-houses to the Mexican
! authorities, as stipulated for in the third article of this treaty, shall
| be exempt from confiscation, although the importation of the
same be prohibited by the Mexican tariff.
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(2) The same perfect exemption shall be enjoyed by all such
merchandise, effects, and property, imported subsequently to the
restoration of the custom-houses, and previously to the sixty

days fixed in the following article for the coming into force of the
Mexican tariff at such ports respectively; the said merchandise,
effects, and property being, however, at the time of their '
importation, subject to the payment of duties, as provided for in :
the said following article.

(3) All merchandise, effects, and property described in the two
rules foregoing shall, during their continuance at the place of
importation, and upon their leaving such place for the interior, be
exempl from all duty, tax, or imposts of every kind, under
whatsoever title or denomination. Nor shall they be there subject
1o any charge whatsoever upon the sale thereof.

(4) All merchandise, effects, and property, described in the first
and second rules, which shall have been removed to any place in
the interior, whilst such place was in the occupation of the forces
of the United States, shall, during their continuance therein, be
exempt from all tax upon the sale or consumption thereof, and
from every kind of impost or contribution, under whatsoever title
or denomination.

(5) But if any merchandise, effects, or property, described in the
first and second rules, shall be removed to any place not
occupied at the time by the forces of the United States, they
shall, upon their introduction into such place, or upon their sale or
consumption there, be subject to the same duties which, under
the Mexican laws, they would be required to pay in such cases if
they had been imported in time of peace, through the maritime '
custom-houses, and had there paid the duties conformably with
the Mexican tariff.

(6) The owners of all merchandise, effects, or property, described |
in the first and second rules, and existing in any port of Mexico, :
shall have the right to reship the same, exempt from all tax,

impost, or contribution whatever.

With respect to the metals, or other property, exported fram any Mexican port
whilst in the occupation of the forces of the United States, and previously to
the restoration of the custom-house at such port, no person shall be required
by the Mexican authorities, whether general or state, to pay any tax, duty, or
contribution upon any such exportation, or in any manner to account for the
same lo the said authorities.

ARTICLE XX

Through consideration for the interests of commerce generally, it is agreed,
that if less than sixty days should elapse between the date of the signature of
this treaty and the restoration of the custom houses, conformably with the
stipulation in the third article, in such case all merchandise, effects and
property whatsoever, arriving at the Mexican ports after the restoration of the
said custom-houses, and previously to the expiration of sixty days after the
day of signature of this treaty, shall be admitted to entry; and no other duties
shall be levied thereon than the duties established by the tariff found in force
at such custom-houses at the time of the restoration of the same. And to all
such merchandise, effects, and property, the rules established by the
preceding article shall apply.

ARTICLE XXI

If unhappily any disagreement should hereafter arise between the
Governments of the two republics, whether with respect to the interpretation
of any stipulation in this treaty, or with respect to any other particular
concerning the political or commercial relations of the two nations, the said
Governments, in the name of those nations, do promise to each other that
they will endeavour, in the most sincere and earnest manner, to settle the
differences so arising, and to preserve the state of peace and friendship in
which the two countries are now placing themselves, using, for this end,
mutual representations and pacific negotiations. And if, by these means, they
should not be enabled to come lo an agreement, a resort shall not, on this
account, be had to reprisals, aggression, or hostility of any kind, by the one
republic against the other, until the Government of that which deems itself
aggrieved shall have maturely considered, in the spirit of peace and good
neighbourship, whether it would not be better that such difference should be
settled by the arbitration of commissioners appointed on each side, or by that
of a friendly nation. And should such course be proposed by either party, it
shall be acceded to by the other, unless deemed by it altogether incompatible
with the nature of the difference, or the circumstances of the case.

ARTICLE XXII

If (which is not to be expected, and which God forbid) war should unhappily
break out between the two republics, they do now, with a view to such
calamity, solemnly pledge themselves to each other and to the world to
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observe the following rules; absolutely where the nature of the subject
permits, and as closely as possible in all cases where such absolute
observance shall be impossible:

(1) The merchants of either republic then residing in the other
shall be allowed to remain twelve months (for those dwelling in
the interior), and six months (for those dwelling at the seaports)
to collect their debts and settle their affairs; during which periods
they shall enjoy the same protection, and be on the same footing,
in all respects, as the citizens or subjects of the most friendly
nations; and, at the expiration thereof, or at any time before, they
shall have full liberty to depart, carrying off all their effects without
molestation or hindrance, conforming therein to the same laws
which the citizens or subjects of the most friendly nations are
required to conform to. Upon the entrance of the armies of either
nation into the territories of the other, women and children,
ecclesiastics, scholars of every faculty, cullivalors of the earth,
merchants, arlisans, manufacturers, and fishermen, unarmed
and inhabiting unfortified towns, villages, or places, and in
general all persons whose occupations are for the common
subsistence and benefit of mankind, shall be allowed lo continue
their respective employments, unmolested in their persons. Nor
shall their houses or goods be burnt or otherwise destroyed, nor
their cattle taken, nor their fields wasted, by the armed force into
whose power, by the events of war, they may happen to fall, but if
the necessity arise to take anything from them for the use of such
armed force, the same shall be paid for at an equitable price. All
churches, hospitals, schools, colleges, libraries, and other
establishments for charitable and beneficent purposes, shall be
respected, and all persons connected with the same protected in
the discharge of their duties, and the pursuit of their vocations.

(2). In order that the fate of prisoners of war may be alleviated all
such practices as those of sending them into distant, inclement
or unwholesome districts, or crowding them into close and
noxious places, shall be studiously avoided. They shall not be
confined in dungeons, prison ships, or prisons; nor be put in
irons, or bound or otherwise restrained in the use of their limbs
The officers shall enjoy liberty on their paroles, within convenient
districts, and have comfortable quarters; and the common
soldiers shall be dispose( in cantonments, open and extensive
enough for air and exercise and lodged in barracks as roomy and
good as are provided by the party in whose power they are for its
own troops. But if any office shall break his parole by leaving the
district so assigned him, or any other prisoner shall escape from
the limits of his cantonment after they shall have been
designated to him, such individual, officer, or other prisoner, shall
forfeit so much of the benefit of this article as provides for his
liberty on parole or in cantonment. And if any officer so breaking
his parole or any common soldier so escaping from the limits
assigned him, shall afterwards be found in arms previously to his
being regularly exchanged, the person so offending shall be dealt
with according to the established laws of war. The officers shall
be daily furnished, by the party in whose power they are, with as
many rations, and of the same articles, as are allowed either in
kind or by commutation, to officers of equal rank in its own army;
and all others shall be daily furnished with such ration as is
allowed lo a common soldier in its own service; the value of all
which supplies shall, at the close of the war, or at periods to be
agreed upon between the respective commanders, be paid by
the other party, on a mutual adjustment of accounts for the
subsistence of prisoners; and such accounts shall not be mingled
with or set off against any others, nor the balance due on them
withheld, as a compensation or reprisal for any cause whatever,
real or pretended Each party shall be allowed to keep a
commissary of prisoners, appointed by itself, with every
cantonment of prisoners, in possession of the other; which
commissary shall see the prisoners as often as he pleases, shall
be allowed to receive, exempt from all duties a taxes, and to
distribute, whatever comforts may be sent to them by their
friends; and shall be free to transmit his reports in open letters to
the party by whom he is employed. And it is declared that neither
the pretense that war dissolves all treaties, nor any other
whatever, shall be considered as annulling or suspending the
solemn covenant contained in this article. On the contrary, the
state of war is precisely that for which it is provided; and, during
which, its stipulations are to be as sacredly observed as the most
acknowledged obligations under the law of nature or nations.

ARTICLE XXIII
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This treaty shall be ratified by the President of the United States of America,
by and with the advice and consent of the Senate thereof; and by the
President of the Mexican Republic, with the previous approbation of its
general Congress; and the ratifications shall be exchanged in the City of
Washington, or at the seat of Government of Mexico, in four months from the
date of the signature hereof, or sooner if practicable. In faith whereof we, the
respective Plenipotentiaries, have signed this treaty of peace, friendship,
limits, and settlement, and have hereunto affixed our seals respectively. Done
in quintuplicate, at the city of Guadalupe Hidalgo, on the second day of
February, in the year of our Lord one thousand eight hundred and forty-eight.

N. P. TRIST

LUIS P. CUEVAS
BERNARDO COUTO
MIGL. ATRISTAIN

Transcription courtesy of the Avalon Project at Yale Law School.
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Treaty of Peace and Amity between His
Britannic Majesty and the United States of
America.

I.EJ print-friendly version

His Britannic Majesty and the United States of America desirous of
terminating the war which has unhappily subsisted between the two
Countries, and of restoring upen principles of perfect reciprocity, Peace,
Friendship, and good Understanding between them, have for that purpose
appointed their respective Plenipotentiaries, that is to say, His Britannic
Majesty on His part has appointed the Right Honourable James Lord
Gambier, late Admiral of the White now Admiral of the Red Squadron of His
Majesty's Fleet; Henry Goulburn Esquire, a Member of the Imperial
Parliament and Under Secretary of State; and William Adams Esquire, Doctor
of Civil Laws: And the President of the United States, by and with the advice
and consent of the Senate thereof, has appointed John Quincy Adams,
James A. Bayard, Henry Clay, Jonathan Russell, and Albert Gallatin, Citizens
of the United States; who, after a reciprocal communication of their respective
Full Powers, have agreed upon the following Articles.

ARTICLE THE FIRST.

There shall be a firm and universal Peace between His Britannic Majesty and
the United States, and between their respective Countries, Territories, Cities,
Towns, and People of every degree without exception of places or persons.
All hostilities both by sea and land shall cease as soon as this Treaty shall
have been ratified by both parties as hereinafter mentioned. All territory,
places, and possessions whatsoever taken by either party from the other
during the war, or which may be taken after the signing of this Treaty,
excepling only the Islands hereinafter mentioned, shall be restored without
delay and without causing any destruction or carrying away any of the Artillery
or other public property originally captured in the said forts or places, and
which shall remain therein upon the Exchange of the Ratifications of this
Treaty, or any Slaves or other private property; And all Archives, Records,
Deeds, and Papers, either of a public nature or belonging to private persons,
which in the course of the war may have fallen into the hands of the Officers
of either party, shall be, as far as may be practicable, forthwith restored and
delivered to the proper authorities and persons to whom they respectively
belong. Such of the Islands in the Bay of Passamaquoddy as are claimed by
both parties shall remain in the possession of the party in whose occupation
they may be at the time of the Exchange of the Ratifications of this Treaty until
the decision respecting the title to the said Islands shall have been made in
conformity with the fourth Article of this Treaty. No disposition made by this
Treaty as to such possession of the Islands and territories claimed by both
parties shall in any manner whatever be construed to affect the right of either.

ARTICLE THE SECOND.

Immediately after the ratifications of this Treaty by both parties as hereinafter
mentioned, orders shall be sent to the Armies, Squadrons, Officers, Subjects,
and Citizens of the two Powers to cease from all hostilities: and to prevent all
causes of complaint which might arise on account of the prizes which may be
taken at sea after the said Ratifications of this Treaty, it is reciprocally agreed
that all vessels and effects which may be taken after the space of twelve days
from the said Ratifications upon all parts of the Coast of North America from
the Latitude of twenty three degrees North to the Latitude of fifty degrees
North, and as far Eastward in the Atlantic Ocean as the thirty sixth degree of
West Longitude from the Meridian of Greenwich, shall be restored on each
side:-that the time shall be thirty days in all other parts of the Atlantic Ocean
North of the Equinoctial Line or Equator:-and the same time for the British and
Irish Channels, for the Gulf of Mexico, and all parts of the West Indies:-forty
days for the North Seas for the Baltic, and for all parts of the Mediterranean-
sixty days for the Atlantic Ocean South of the Equator as far as the Latitude of
the Cape of Good Hope.- ninety days for every other part of the world South
of the Equator, and one hundred and twenty days for all other parts of the
world without exception.

ARTICLE THE THIRD.

All Prisoners of war taken on either side as well by land as by sea shall be
restored as soon as practicable after the Ratifications of this Treaty as
hereinafter mentioned on their paying the debts which they may have
contracted during their captivity. The two Contracting Parties respectively
engage fo discharge in specie the advances which may have been made by
the other for the sustenance and maintenance of such prisoners.

ARTICLE THE FOURTH.
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Whereas it was stipulated by the second Article in the Treaty of Peace of one
thousand seven hundred and eighty three between His Britannic Majesty and
the United States of America that the boundary of the United States should
comprehend "all Islands within twenty leagues of any part of the shores of the
United Slates and lying between lines to be drawn due East from the points
where the aforesaid boundaries between Nova Scotia on the one part and
East Florida on the other shall respectively touch the Bay of Fundy and the
Atlantic Ocean, excepting such Islands as now are or heretofore have been
within the limits of Nova Scotia, and whereas the several Islands in the Bay of
Passamagquoddy, which is part of the Bay of Fundy, and the Island of Grand
Menan in the said Bay of Fundy, are claimed by the United States as being
comprehended within their aforesaid boundaries, which said Islands are
claimed as belonging to His Britannic Majesty as having been at the time of
and previous to the aforesaid Treaty of one thousand seven hundred and
eighty three within the limits of the Province of Nova Scotia: In order therefore
finally to decide upon these claims it is agreed that they shall be referred to
two Commissioners to be appointed in the following manner: viz: One
Commissioner shall be appointed by His Britannic Majesty and one by the
President of the United States, by and with the advice and consent of the
Senate thereof, and the said two Commissioners so appointed shall be sworn
impartially lo examine and decide upon the said claims according to such
evidence as shall be laid before them on the part of His Britannic Majesty and
of the United States respectively. The said Commissioners shall meet at St
Andrews in the Province of New Brunswick, and shall have power to adjourn
to such other place or places as they shall think fit. The said Commissioners
shall by a declaration or report under their hands and seals decide to which of
the two Contracting parties the several Islands aforesaid do respectely belong
in conformity with the true intent of the said Treaty of Peace of one thousand
seven hundred and eighty three. And if the said Commissioners shall agree in
their decision both parties shall consider such decision as final and
conclusive. It is further agreed that in the event of the two Commissioners
differing upon all or any of the matters so referred to them, or in the event of
both or either of the said Commissioners refusing or declining or wilfully
omitling to act as such, they shall make jointly or separately a report or
reports as well to the Government of His Britannic Majesty as to that of the
United States, stating in detail the points on which they differ, and the grounds
upon which their respective opinions have been formed, or the grounds upon
which they or either of them have so refused declined or omitted to act. And
His Britannic Majesty and the Government of the United States hereby agree
to refer the report or reports of the said Commissioners to some friendly
Sovereign or State to be then named for that purpose, and who shall be
requested to decide on the differences which may be stated in the said report
or reports, or upon the report of one Commissioner together with the grounds
upon which the other Commissioner shall have refused, declined or omitted to
act as the case may be. And if the Commissioner so refusing, declining, or
omitting to act, shall also wilfully omit to state the grounds upon which he has
s0 done in such manner that the said statement may be referred to such
friendly Sovereign or State together with the report of such other
Commissioner, then such Sovereign or State shall decide ex parse upon the
said report alone. And His Britannic Majesty and the Government of the
United States engage to consider the decision of such friendly Sovereign or
State to be final and conclusive on all the matters so referred.

ARTICLE THE FIFTH.

Whereas neither that point of the Highlands lying due North from the source
of the River St Croix, and designated in the former Treaty of Peace between
the two Powers as the North West Angle of Nova Scotia, nor the North
Westernmost head of Connecticut River has yet been ascertained; and
whereas that part of the boundary line between the Dominions of the two
Powers which extends from the source of the River st Croix directly North to
the above mentioned North West Angle of Nova Scotia, thence along the said
Highlands which divide those Rivers that empty themselves into the River St
Lawrence from those which fall into the Atlantic Ocean to the North
Westernmost head of Connecticut River, thence down along the middle of that
River to the forty fifth degree of North Latitude, thence by a line due West on
said lalitude until it strikes the River Iroquois or Cataraquy, has not yet been
surveyed: it is agreed that for these several purposes two Commissioners
shall be appointed, sworn, and authorized to act exactly in the manner
directed with respect to those mentioned in the next preceding Article unless
otherwise specified in the present Article. The said Commissioners shall meet
at se Andrews in the Province of New Brunswick, and shall have power to
adjourn to such other place or places as they shall think fit. The said
Commissioners shall have power to ascertain and determine the points above
mentioned in conformity with the provisions of the said Treaty of Peace of one
thousand seven hundred and eighty three, and shall cause the boundary
aforesaid from the source of the River St Croix to the River Iroquois or
Cataraquy to be surveyed and marked according to the said provisions. The
said Commissioners shall make a map of the said boundary, and annex to it a
declaration under their hands and seals certifying it to be the true Map of the
said boundary, and particularizing the latitude and longitude of the North West
Angle of Nova Scotia, of the North Westernmost head of Connecticut River,
and of such other points of the said boundary as they may deem proper. And
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both parties agree to consider such map and declaration as finally and
conclusively fixing the said boundary. And in the event of the said two
Commissioners differing, or both, or either of them refusing, declining, or
wilfully omitting to act, such reports, declarations, or statements shall be
made by them or either of them, and such reference to a friendly Sovereign or
State shall be made in all respects as in the latter part of the fourth Article is
contained, and in as full a manner as if the same was herein repeated.

ARTICLE THE SIXTH.

Whereas by the former Treaty of Peace that portion of the boundary of the
United States from the point where the fortyfifth degree of North Latitude
strikes the River Iroquois or Cataraquy to the Lake Superior was declared to
be "along the middle of said River into Lake Ontario, through the middle of
said Lake until it strikes the communication by water between that Lake and
Lake Erie, thence along the middle of said communication into Lake Erie,
through the middle of said Lake until it arrives at the water communication into
the Lake Huron; thence through the middle of said Lake to the water
communication between that Lake and Lake Superior:" and whereas doubts
have arisen what was the middle of the said River, Lakes, and water
communications, and whether certain Islands lying in the same were within
the Dominiens of His Britannic Majesty or of the United States: In order
therefore finally to decide these doubts, they shall be referred to two
Commissioners to be appointed, sworn, and authorized to act exactly in the
manner directed with respect to those mentioned in the next preceding Article
unless otherwise specified in this present Article. The said Commissioners
shall meet in the first instance at Albany in the State of New York, and shall
have power to adjourn to such other place or places as they shall think fit. The
said Commissioners shall by a Report or Declaration under their hands and
seals, designate the boundary through the said River, Lakes, and water
communications, and decide to which of the two Contracting parties the
several Islands lying within the said Rivers, Lakes, and water
communications, do respeclively belong in conformity with the true intent of
the said Treaty of one thousand seven hundred and eighty three. And both
parties agree to consider such designation and decision as final and
conclusive. And in the event of the said two Commissioners differing or both
or either of them refusing, declining, or wilfully omitting to act, such reports,
declarations, or statements shall be made by them or either of them, and such
reference to a friendly Sovereign or State shall be made in all respects as in
the latter part of the fourth Article is contained, and in as full a manner as if
the same was herein repeated.

ARTICLE THE SEVENTH.

Itis further agreed that the said two last mentioned Commissioners after they
shall have executed the duties assigned to them in the preceding Article, shall
be, and they are hereby, authorized upon their oaths impartially to fix and
determine according to the true intent of the said Treaty of Peace of one
thousand seven hundred and eighty three, that part of the boundary between
the dominions of the two Powers, which extends from the water
communicalion between Lake Huron and Lake Superior to the most North
Western point of the Lake of the Woods;-to decide to which of the two Parties
the several Islands lying in the Lakes, water communications, and Rivers
forming the said boundary do respectively belong in conformity with the true
intent of the said Treaty of Peace of one thousand seven hundred and eighty
three, and to cause such parts of the said boundary as require it to be
surveyed and marked. The said Commissioners shall by a Report or
declaration under their hands and seals, designate the boundary aforesaid,
state their decision on the points thus referred to them, and particularize the
Latitude and Longitude of the most North Western point of the Lake of the
Woods, and of such other parts of the said boundary as they may deem
proper. And both parties agree to consider such designation and decision as
final and conclusive. And in the event of the said two Commissioners differing,
or both or either of them refusing, declining, or wilfully omitting to act, such
reports, declarations or statements shall be made by them or either of them,
and such reference to a friendly Sovereign or State shall be made in all
respects as in the latter part of the fourth Article is contained, and in as full a
manner as if the same was herein revealed.

ARTICLE THE EIGHTH.

The several Boards of two Commissioners mentioned in the four preceding
Articles shall respectively have power to appoint a Secretary, and to employ
such Surveyors or other persons as they shall judge necessary. Duplicates of
all their respective reports, declarations, statements, and decisions, and of
their accounts, and of the Journal of their proceedings shall be delivered by
them lo the Agents of His Britannic Majesty and to the Agents of the United
States, who may be respectively appointed and authorized to manage the
business on behalf of their respective Governments. The said Commissioners
shall be respectively paid in such manner as shall be agreed between the two
contracting parties, such agreement being to be settled at the time of the
Exchange of the Ratifications of this Treaty. And all other expenses attending
the said Commissions shall be defrayed equally by the two parties. And in the
case of death, sickness, resignation, or necessary absence, the place of
every such Commissioner respectively shall be supplied in the same manner
as such Commissioner was first appointed; and the new Commissioner shall

https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=208&page=transcript

3/4



1/29/2018 Our Documents - Transcript of Treaty of Ghent (1814)

take the same oath or affirmation and do the same duties. It is further agreed
between the two contracting parties that in case any of the Islands mentioned
in any of the preceding Articles, which were in the possession of one of the
parties prior to the commencement of the present war between the two
Countries, should by the decision of any of the Boards of Commissioners
aforesaid, or of the Sovereign or Slate so referred to, as in the four next
preceding Articles contained, fall within the deminions of the other party, all
grants of land made previous to the commencement of the war by the party
having had such possession, shall be as valid as if such Island or Islands had
by such decision or decisions been adjudged to be within the dominions of the
party having had such possession.

ARTICLE THE NINTH.

The United States of America engage to put an end immediately after the
Ratification of the present Treaty to hostilities with all the Tribes or Nations of
Indians with whom they may be at war at the time of such Ratification, and
forthwith to restore to such Tribes or Nations respectively all the possessions,
rights, and privileges which they may have enjoyed or been entitled to in one
thousand eight hundred and eleven previous to such hostilities. Provided
always that such Tribes or Nations shall agree to desist from all hostilities
against the United States of America, their Citizens, and Subjects upon the
Ratification of the present Treaty being notified to such Tribes or Nations, and
shall so desist accordingly. And His Britannic Majesty engages on his part to
put an end immediately after the Ratification of the present Treaty to hostilities
with all the Tribes or Nations of Indians with whom He may be at war at the
time of such Ratification, and forthwith to restore to such Tribes or Nations
respectively all the possessions, rights, and privileges, which they may have
enjoyed or been entitled to in one thousand eight hundred and eleven
previous lo such hostilities. Provided always that such Tribes or Nations shall
agree to desist from all hostilities against His Britannic Majesty and His
Subjects upon the Ratification of the present Treaty being notified to such
Tribes or Nations, and shall so desist accordingly.

ARTICLE THE TENTH.

Whereas the Traffic in Slaves is irreconcilable with the principles of humanity
and Justice, and whereas both His Majesty and the United States are
desirous of continuing their efforts to promote its entire abolition, it is hereby
agreed that both the contracling parties shall use their best endeavours to
accomplish so desirable an object.

ARTICLE THE ELEVENTH.

This Treaty when the same shall have been ratified on both sides without
alteration by either of the contracting parties, and the Ratifications mutually
exchanged, shall be binding on both parties, and the Ratifications shall be
exchanged at Washington in the space of four months from this day or sooner
if practicable. In faith whereof, We the respective Plenipotentiaries have
signed this Treaty, and have hereunto affixed our Seals.

Done in triplicate at Ghent the twenty fourth day of December one thousand
eight hundred and fourteen.

GAMBIER. [Seal]

HENRY GOULBURN [Seal]
WILLIAM ADAMS [Seal]
JOHN QUINCY ADAMS [Seal]
J. A. BAYARD [Seal]

H. CLAY. [Seal]

JON. RUSSELL [Seal]
ALBERT GALLATIN [Seal]

Transcriptions courtesy of the Avalon Project at Yale Law School.
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The Definitive Treaty of Peace 1783

,ETJ print-friendly version
In the Name of the most Holy & undivided
Trinity.

It having pleased the Divine Providence to dispose the Hearts of the most
Serene and most Potent Prince George the Third, by the Grace of God, King
of Great Britain, France, and Ireland, Defender of the Faith, Duke of
Brunswick and Lunebourg, Arch- Treasurer and Prince Elector of the Holy
Roman Empire etc.. and of the United States of America, to forget all past
Misunderstandings and Differences that have unhappily interrupted the good
Correspondence and Friendship which they mutually wish to restore; and to
establish such a beneficial and satisfactory Intercourse between the two
countries upon the ground of reciprocal Advantages and mutual Convenience
as may promote and secure to both perpetual Peace and Harmony; and
having for this desirable End already laid the Foundation of Peace &
Reconciliation by the Provisional Articles signed at Paris on the 30th of
November 1782, by the Commissioners empowered on each Part, which
Articles were agreed to be inserted in and constitute the Treaty of Peace
proposed to be concluded between the Crown of Great Britain and the said
United States, but which Treaty was not to be concluded until Terms of Peace
should be agreed upon between Great Britain & France, and his Britannic
Majesty should be ready to conclude such Treaty accordingly: and the treaty
between Great Britain & France having since been concluded, his Britannic
Majesty & the United States of America, in Order to carry into full Effect the
Provisional Articles above mentioned, according to the Tenor thereof, have
constituted & appointed, that is to say his Britannic Majesty on his Part, David
Hartley, Esgr., Member of the Parliament of Great Britain, and the said United
States on their Part, - stop point - John Adams, Esqr., late a Commissioner of
the United States of America at the Court of Versailles, late Delegate in
Congress from the State of Massachusetts, and Chief Justice of the said
State, and Minister Plenipotentiary of the said United States to their High
Mightinesses the States General of the United Netherlands; - stop point -
Benjamin Franklin, Esqr., late Delegate in Congress from the State of
Pennsylvania, President of the Convention of the said State, and Minister
Plenipotentiary from the United States of America at the Court of Versailles;
John Jay, Esqr., late President of Congress and Chief Justice of the state of
New York, and Minister Plenipotentiary from the said United States at the
Court of Madrid; to be Plenipotentiaries for the concluding and signing the
Present Definitive Treaty; who after having reciprocally communicated their
respeclive full Powers have agreed upon and confirmed the following Articles.

Article 1st:

His Brittanic Majesty acknowledges the said United States, viz., New
Hampshire, Massachusetts Bay, Rhode Island and Providence Plantations,
Connecticut, New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, Maryland,
Virginia, North Carolina, South Caroclina and Georgia, to be free sovereign
and Independent States; that he treats with them as such, and for himself his
Heirs & Successors, relinquishes all claims to the Government, Propriety, and
Territorial Rights of the same and every Part thereof.

Article 2d:

And thal all Disputes which might arise in future on the subject of the
Boundaries of the said United States may be prevented, it is hereby agreed
and declared, that the following are and shall be their Boundaries, viz.; from

the Northwest Angle of Nova Scotia, viz., that Angle which is formed by a Line

drawn due North from the Source of St. Croix River to the Highlands; along
the said Highlands which divide those Rivers that emply themselves into the
river St. Lawrence, from those which fall into the Atlantic Ocean, to the
northwesternmost Head of Connecticut River; Thence down along the middle
of that River lo the forty-fifth Degree of North Latitude; From thence by a Line
due West on said Latitude until it strikes the River Iroquois or Cataraquy;
Thence along the middle of said River into Lake Ontario; through the Middle
of said Lake until it strikes the Communication by Water between that Lake &
Lake Erie; Thence along the middle of said Communication into Lake Erie,
through the middie of said Lake until it arrives at the Water Communication
between that lake & Lake Huron; Thence along the middle of said Water
Communication into the Lake Huron, thence through the middle of said Lake
to the Water Communication between that Lake and Lake Superior; thence
through Lake Superior Northward of the Isles Royal & Phelipeaux to the Long
Lake; Thence through the middle of said Long Lake and the Water
Communication between it & the Lake of the Woods, to the said Lake of the
Woods; Thence through the said Lake to the most Northwestern Point
thereof, and from thence on a due West Course to the river Mississippi;
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Thence by a Line to be drawn along the Middle of the said river Mississippi
until it shall intersect the Northernmost Part of the thirty-first Degree of North
Latitude, South, by a Line to be drawn due East from the Determination of the
Line last mentioned in the Latitude of thirty-one Degrees of the Equator to the
middle of the River Apalachicola or Catahouche; Thence along the middle
thereof to its junction with the Flint River; Thence straight to the Head of Saint
Mary's River, and thence down along the middle of Saint Mary's River to the
Atlantic Ocean. East, by a Line to be drawn along the Middle of the river
Saint Croix, from its Mouth in the Bay of Fundy lo its Source, and from its
Source directly North to the aforesaid Highlands, which divide the Rivers that
fall into the Atlantic Ocean from those which fall into the river Saint Lawrence;
comprehending all Islands within twenty Leagues of any Part of the Shores of
the Unilted States, and lying between Lines to be drawn due East from the
Points where the aforesaid Boundaries between Nova Scotia on the one Part
and East Florida on the other shall, respectively, touch the Bay of Fundy and
the Atlantic Ocean, excepting such Islands as now are or herelofore have
been within the limits of the said Province of Nova Scotia.

Article 3d:

Itis agreed that the People of the United States shall continue to enjoy
unmolested the Right to take Fish of every kind on the Grand Bank and on all
the other Banks of Newfoundland, also in the Gulf of Saint Lawrence and at
all other Places in the Sea, where the Inhabitants of both Countries used at
any time heretofore to fish. And also that the Inhabitants of the United States
shall have Liberty to take Fish of every Kind on such Part of the Coast of
Newfoundland as British Fishermen shall use, (but not to dry or cure the same
on that Island) And also on the Coasts, Bays & Creeks of all other of his
Brittanic Majesty's Dominions in America; and that the American Fishermen
shall have Liberty to dry and cure Fish in any of the unsettled Bays, Harbors,
and Creeks of Nova Scotia, Magdalen Islands, and Labrador, so long as the
same shall remain unsettled, but so soon as the same or either of them shall
be settled, it shall not be lawful for the said Fishermen to dry or cure Fish at
such Seftlement without a previous Agreement for that purpose with the
Inhabitants, Proprietors, or Possessors of the Ground.

Article 4th:

Itis agreed that Creditors on either Side shall meet with no lawful Impediment
to the Recovery of the full Value in Sterling Money of all bona fide Debts
heretofore contracted.

Article 5th:

It is agreed that Congress shall earnestly recommend it to the Legislatures of
the respective States to provide for the Restitution of all Estates, Rights, and
Properties, which have been confiscated belonging to real British Subjects;
and also of the Estates, Rights, and Properties of Persons resident in Districts
in the Possession on his Majesty's Arms and who have not borne Arms
against the said United States. And that Persons of any other Description
shall have free Liberty to go to any Part or Parts of any of the thirteen United
States and therein to remain twelve Months unmolested in their Endeavors to
obtain the Restitution of such of their Estates — Rights & Properties as may
have been confiscated. And that Congress shall also earnestly recommend to
the several States a Reconsideration and Revision of all Acts or Laws
regarding the Premises, so as to render the said Laws or Acts perfectly
consistent not only with Justice and Equity but with that Spirit of Conciliation
which on the Return of the Blessings of Peace should universally prevail. And
that Congress shall also earnestly recommend to the several States that the
Estates, Rights, and Properties of such last mentioned Persons shall be
restored to them, they refunding to any Persons who may be now in
Possession the Bona fide Price (where any has been given) which such
Persons may have paid on purchasing any of the said Lands, Rights, or
Properties since the Confiscation.

And it is agreed that all Persons who have any Interest in confiscated Lands,
either by Debts, Marriage Settlements, or otherwise, shall meet with no lawful
Impediment in the Prosecution of their just Rights.

Article 6th:

That there shall be no future Confiscations made nor any Prosecutions
commenced against any Person or Persons for, or by Reason of the Part,
which he or they may have taken in the present War, and that no Person shall
on that Account suffer any future Loss or Damage, either in his Person,
Liberty, or Property; and that those who may be in Confinement on such
Charges at the Time of the Ratification of the Treaty in America shall be
immediately set at Liberty, and the Prosecutions so commenced be
discontinued.

Article 7th:

There shall be a firm and perpetual Peace between his Britanic Majesty and
the said States, and between the Subjects of the one and the Citizens of the
other, wherefore all Hostilities both by Sea and Land shall from henceforth
cease: All prisoners on both Sides shall be sel at Liberty, and his Britanic
Majesty shall with all convenient speed, and without causing any Destruction,
or carrying away any Negroes or other Property of the American inhabitants,
withdraw all his Armies, Garrisons & Fleets from the said United States, and
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from every Post, Place and Harbour within the same; leaving in all
Fortifications, the American Artillery that may be therein: And shall also Order
& cause all Archives, Records, Deeds & Papers belonging to any of the said
States, or their Citizens, which in the Course of the War may have fallen into
the hands of his Officers, to be forthwith restored and delivered to the proper
States and Persons to whom they belong.

Article 8th:

The Navigation of the river Mississippi, from its source to the Ocean, shall
forever remain free and open to the Subjects of Great Britain and the Citizens
of the United States.

Article 9th:

In case it should so happen that any Place or Territory belonging to great
Britain or to the United States should have been conquered by the Arms of
either from the other before the Arrival of the said Provisional Articles in
America, it is agreed that the same shall be restored without Difficulty and
without requiring any Compensation.

Article 10th:

The solemn Ratifications of the present Treaty expedited in good & due Form
shall be exchanged between the contracting Parties in the Space of Six
Months or sooner if possible to be computed from the Day of the Signature of
the present Treaty. In witness whereof we the undersigned their Ministers
Plenipotentiary have in their Name and in Virtue of our Full Powers, signed
with our Hands the present Definitive Treaty, and caused the Seals of our
Arms to be affixed thereto.

Done at Paris, this third day of September in the year of our Lord, one
thousand seven hundred and eighty-three.

D HARTLEY (SEAL)
JOHN ADAMS (SEAL)
B FRANKLIN (SEAL)
JOHN JAY (SEAL)
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An Ordinance for the government of the )
Territory of the United States northwest of By print-friendiy versian
the River Ohio.

Section 1. Be it ordained by the United States in Congress assembled, That
the said territory, for the purposes of temporary government, be one district,
subject, however, to be divided into two districts, as future circumstances
may, in the opinion of Congress, make it expedient.

Sec 2. Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the estates, both of
resident and nonresident proprietors in the said territory, dying intestate, shall
descent to, and be distributed among their children, and the descendants of a
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deceased child, in equal parts; the descendants of a deceased child or
grandchild to take the share of their deceased parent in equal parts among
them: And where there shall be no children or descendants, then in equal
parts lo the next of kin in equal degree; and among collaterals, the children of
a deceased brother or sister of the intestate shall have, in equal parts among
them, their deceased parents' share; and there shall in no case be a
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distinction between kindred of the whole and half blood; saving, in all cases,
to the widow of the intestate her third part of the real estate for life, and one
third part of the personal estate; and this law relative to descents and dower,
shall remain in full force until altered by the legislature of the district. And until
the governor and judges shall adopt laws as hereinafter mentioned, estates in
the said territory may be devised or bequeathed by wills in writing, signed and
sealed by him or her in whom the estate may be (being of full age), and
attested by three witnesses; and real estates may be conveyed by lease and
release, or bargain and sale, signed, sealed and delivered by the person
being of full age, in whom the estate may be, and attested by two witnesses,
provided such wills be duly proved, and such conveyances be acknowledged,
or the execution thereof duly proved, and be recorded within one year after
proper magistrates, courts, and registers shall be appointed for that purpose;
and personal property may be transferred by delivery; saving, however to the
French and Canadian inhabilants, and other settlers of the Kaskaskies, St.
Vincents and the neighboring villages who have heretofore professed
themselves citizens of Virginia, their laws and customs now in force among
them, relative to the descent and conveyance, of property.

Sec. 3. Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That there shall be
appointed from time to time by Congress, a governor, whose commission
shall conlinue in force for the term of three years, unless sooner revoked by
Congress; he shall reside in the district, and have a freehold estate therein in
1,000 acres of land, while in the exercise of his office.

Sec. 4. There shall be appointed from time to time by Congress, a secretary,
whose commission shall continue in force for four years unless sooner
revoked; he shall reside in the district, and have a freehold estate therein in
500 acres of land, while in the exercise of his office. It shall be his duty to
keep and preserve the acts and laws passed by the legislature, and the public
records of the district, and the proceedings of the governor in his executive
department, and transmit authentic copies of such acts and proceedings,
every six months, to the Secretary of Congress: There shall also be appointed
a court 1o consist of three judges, any two of whom to form a court, who shall
have a common law jurisdiction, and reside in the district, and have each
therein a freehold estate in 500 acres of land while in the exercise of their
offices; and their commissions shall continue in force during good behavior.

Sec. 5. The governor and judges, or a majority of them, shall adopt and
publish in the district such laws of the original States, criminal and civil, as
may be necessary and best suited to the circumstances of the district, and
report them to Congress from time to time: which laws shall be in force in the
district until the organization of the General Assembly therein, unless
disapproved of by Congress; but afterwards the Legislature shall have
authority to alter them as they shall think fit.

Sec. 6. The governor, for the time being, shall be commander in chief of the
militia, appoint and commission all officers in the same below the rank of
general officers; all general officers shall be appointed and commissioned by
Congress.

Sec. 7. Previous to the organization of the general assembly, the governor
shall appoint such magistrates and other civil officers in each county or
township, as he shall find necessary for the preservation of the peace and
good order in the same: After the general assembly shall be organized, the
powers and duties of the magistrates and other civil officers shall be regulated
and defined by the said assembly; but all magistrates and other civil officers
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not herein otherwise directed, shall during the continuance of this temporary
government, be appointed by the governor.

Sec. 8. For the prevention of crimes and injuries, the laws to be adopted or
made shall have force in all parts of the district, and for the execution of
process, criminal and civil, the governor shall make proper divisions thereof,
and he shall proceed from time to time as circumstances may require, to lay
out the parts of the district in which the Indian titles shall have been
exlinguished, into counties and townships, subject, however, to such
alterations as may thereafter be made by the legisiature.

Sec. 9. So soon as there shall be five thousand free male inhabitants of full
age in the district, upon giving proof thereof to the governor, they shall receive
authority, with time and place, to elect a representative from their counties or
townships to represent them in the general assembly: Provided, That, for
every five hundred free male inhabitants, there shall be one representative,
and so on progressively with the number of free male inhabitants shall the
right of representation increase, until the number of representatives shall
amount to twenty five; after which, the number and proportion of
representalives shall be regulated by the legislature: Provided, That no
person be eligible or qualified lo act as a representative unless he shall have
been a citizen of one of the United States three years, and be a resident in
the district, or unless he shall have resided in the district three years; and, in
either case, shall likewise hold in his own right, in fee simple, two hundred
acres of land within the same; Provided, also, That a freehold in fifty acres of
land in the district, having been a citizen of one of the states, and being
resident in the district, or the like freehold and two years residence in the
district, shall be necessary to qualify a man as an elector of a representative.

Sec. 10. The representatives thus elected, shall serve for the term of two
years; and, in case of the death of a representative, or removal from office,
the governor shall issue a writ to the county or township for which he was a
member, to elect another in his stead, to serve for the residue of the term.

Sec. 11. The general assembly or legislature shall consist of the governor,
legislative council, and a house of representatives. The Legislative Council
shall consist of five members, to continue in office five years, unless soconer
removed by Congress; any three of whom to be a quorum: and the members
of the Council shall be nominated and appointed in the following manner, to
wit: As soon as representatives shall be elected, the Governar shall appoint a
time and place for them to meet together; and, when met, they shall nominate
ten persons, residents in the district, and each possessed of a freehold in five
hundred acres of land, and return their names to Congress; five of whom
Congress shall appoint and commission to serve as aforesaid; and, whenever
a vacancy shall happen in the council, by death or removal from office, the
house of representatives shall nominate two persons, qualified as aforesaid.
for each vacancy, and return their names to Congress; one of whom congress
shall appoint and commission for the residue of the term. And every five
years, four months at least before the expiration of the time of service of the
members of council, the said house shall nominate ten persons, qualified as
aforesaid, and return their names to Congress; five of whom Congress shall
appoint and commission to serve as members of the council five years,
unless sooner removed. And the governor, legislative council, and house of
representatives, shall have authority to make laws in all cases, for the good
government of the district, not repugnant to the principles and articles in this
ordinance established and declared. And all bills, having passed by a majority
in the house, and by a majority in the council, shall be referred to the governor
for his assent; but no bill, or legislative act whatever, shall be of any force
without his assent. The governor shall have power to convene, prorogue, and
dissolve the general assembly, when, in his opinion, it shall be expedient.

Sec. 12. The governor, judges, legislative council, secretary, and such other
officers as Congress shall appoint in the district, shall take an oath or
affirmation of fidelity and of office; the governor before the president of
congress, and all other officers before the Governor. As soon as a legislature
shall be formed in the district, the council and house assembled in one room,
shall have authority, by joint ballot, to elect a delegate to Congress, who shall
have a seat in Congress, with a right of debating but not voting during this
temporary government,

Sec. 13. And, for extending the fundamental principles of civil and religious
liberty, which form the basis whereon these republics, their laws and
conslilutions are erected; 1o fix and establish those principles as the basis of
all laws, conslitutions, and governments, which forever hereafter shall be
formed in the said territory: to provide also for the establishment of States,
and permanent government therein, and for their admission to a share in the
federal councils on an equal footing with the original States, at as early
periods as may be consistent with the general interest:

Sec. 14. It is hereby ordained and declared by the authority aforesaid, That
the following articles shall be considered as articles of compact between the
original States and the people and States in the said territory and forever
remain unalterable, unless by common consent, to wit:
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Art. 1. No person, demeaning himself in a peaceable and orderly manner,
shall ever be molested on account of his mode of worship or religious
sentiments, in the said territory.

Art. 2. The inhabitants of the said territory shall always be entitled to the
benefits of the wril of habeas corpus, and of the trial by jury; of a
proportionate representation of the people in the legislalure; and of judicial
proceedings according to the course of the common law. All persons shall be
bailable, unless for capital offenses, where the proof shall be evident or the
presumption great. All fines shall be moderate; and no cruel or unusual
punishments shall be inflicted. No man shall be deprived of his liberty or
property, but by the judgment of his peers or the law of the land; and, should
the public exigencies make il necessary, for the common preservation, to take
any person's property, or to demand his particular services, full compensation
shall be made for the same. And, in the just preservation of rights and
property, it is understood and declared, that no law ought ever to be made, or
have force in the said territory, that shall, in any manner whatever, interfere
with or affect private contracts or engagements, bona fide, and without fraud,
previously formed.

Art. 3. Religion, morality, and knowledge, being necessary to good
government and the happiness of mankind, schools and the means of
education shall forever be encouraged. The utmost good faith shall always be
observed towards the Indians; their lands and property shall never be taken
from them without their consent; and, in their property, rights, and liberty, they
shall never be invaded or disturbed, unless in just and lawful wars authorized
by Congress: but laws founded in justice and humanity, shall from time to time
be made for preventing wrongs being done to them, and for preserving peace
and friendship with them.

Art. 4. The said territory, and the States which may be formed therein, shall
forever remain a part of this Confederacy of the United States of America,
subject to the Articles of Confederation, and to such alterations therein as
shall be constitutionally made; and to all the acts and ordinances of the United
States in Congress assembled, conformable thereto. The inhabitants and
settiers in the said territory shall be subject to pay a part of the federal debts
contracted or to be contracted, and a proportional part of the expenses of
government, to be apportioned on them by Congress according te the same
common rule and measure by which apportionments thereof shall be made on
the other States; and the taxes for paying their proportion shall be laid and
levied by the authority and direction of the legislatures of the district or
districls, or new States, as in the original States, within the time agreed upon
by the United States in Congress assembled. The legislatures of those
districts or new States, shall never interfere with the primary disposal of the
soil by the United States in Congress assembled, nor with any regulations
Congress may find necessary for securing the title in such soil to the bona
fide purchasers. No tax shall be imposed on lands the property of the United
States; and, in no case, shall nonresident proprietors be taxed higher than
residents. The navigable waters leading into the Mississippi and St.
Lawrence, and the carrying places between the same, shall be common
highways and forever free, as well to the inhabitants of the said territory as to
the citizens of the United States, and those of any other States that may be
admilted into the confederacy, without any tax, impost, or duty therefor.

Art. 5. There shall be formed in the said territory, not less than three nor more
than five States; and the boundaries of the States, as soon as Virginia shall
alter her act of cession, and consent to the same, shall become fixed and
established as follows, to wit: The western State in the said territory, shall be
bounded by the Mississippi, the Ohio, and Wabash Rivers; a direct line drawn
from the Wabash and Post Vincents, due North, to the territorial line between
the United States and Canada; and, by the said territorial line, to the Lake of
the Woods and Mississippl. The middle State shall be bounded by the said
direct line, the Wabash from Post Vincents to the Ohio, by the Ohio, by a
direct line, drawn due north from the mouth of the Great Miami, to the said
territorial line, and by the said territorial line. The eastern State shall be
bounded by the last mentioned direct line, the Ohio, Pennsylvania, and the
said territorial line: Provided, however, and it is further understood and
declared, that the boundaries of these three States shall be subject so far to
be allered, that, if Congress shall hereafter find it expedient, they shall have
authority to form one or two States in that part of the said territory which lies
north of an east and west line drawn through the southerly bend or extreme of
Lake Michigan. And, whenever any of the said States shall have sixty
thousand free inhabitants therein, such State shall be admitted, by its
delegates, into the Congress of the United States, on an equal footing with
the original States in all respects whatever, and shall be at liberty to form a
permanent constitution and State government: Provided, the constitution and
government so to be formed, shall be republican, and in conformity to the
principles contained in these articles; and, so far as it can be consistent with
the general interest of the confederacy, such admission shall be allowed at an
earlier period, and when there may be a less number of free inhabitants in the
State than sixty thousand.

Art. 6. There shall be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said
territory, otherwise than in the punishment of crimes whereof the party shall
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have been duly convicted: Provided, always, That any person escaping into
the same, from whom labor or service is lawfully claimed in any one of the
original Staltes, such fugitive may be lawfully reclaimed and conveyed to the
person claiming his or her labor or service as aforesaid.

Be it ordained by the authority aforesaid, That the resolutions of the 23rd of
April, 1784, relalive to the subject of this ordinance, be, and the same are
hereby repealed and declared null and void.

Done by the United States, in Congress assembled, the 13th day of July, in
the year of our Lord 1787, and of their soveriegnty and independence the
twelfth.

Transcription courtesy of the Avalon Project at Yale Law School.
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TREATY BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE

FRENCH REPUBLIC about this site

The President of the United Slates of America and the First Consul of the Gonipct informeion

French Republic in the name of the French People desiring to remove all related resources

Source of misunderstanding relative to objects of discussion mentioned in the

Second and fifth articles of the Convention of the 8th Vendémiaire an 9 (30 The " search
September 1800) relative to the rights claimed by the United States in virtue Peo le S

of the Treaty concluded at Madrid the 27 of October 1795, between His h V """.:m"&*f“

Catholic Majesty & the Said United States, & willing to Strengthen the union yoLe Privacy % Usa
and friendship which at the time of the Said Convention was happily Accessibility
reestablished between the two nations have respectively named their Find out which documents
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Plenipotentiary and Envoy extraordinary of the Said States near the
Government of the French Republic; And the First Consul in the name of the
French people, Citizen Francis Barbé Marbois Minister of the public treasury
who after having respectively exchanged their full powers have agreed to the
following Articles.
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Whereas by the Article the third of the Treaty concluded at St lidefonso the on all 100 documents.
9th Vendémiaire an 9 (1st October) 1800 between the First Consul of the Buy your copy today!
French Republic and his Catholic Majesty it was agreed as follows. _

"His Catholic Majesty promises and engages on his part to cede to the French
Republic six months after the full and entire execution of the conditions and
Stipulations herein relative to his Royal Highness the Duke of Parma, the
Colony or Province of Louisiana with the Same extent that it now has in the
hand of Spain, & that it had when France possessed it; and Such as it Should
be after the Treaties subsequently entered into between Spain and other
States.”

And whereas in pursuance of the Treaty and particularly of the third article the
French Republic has an inconltestible title to the domain and to the
possession of the said Territory--The First Consul of the French Republic
desiring to give to the United States a strong proof of his friendship doth
hereby cede to the United States in the name of the French Republic for ever
and in full Sovereignty the said territory with all its rights and appurtenances
as fully and in the Same manner as they have been acquired by the French
Republic in virtue of the above mentioned Treaty concluded with his Catholic
Majesty.

Art: I

In the cession made by the preceeding article are included the adjacent
Islands belonging to Louisiana all public lots and Squares, vacant lands and
all public buildings, fortifications, barracks and other edifices which are not
private property.--The Archives, papers & documents relative to the domain
and Sovereignty of Louisiana and its dependances will be left in the
possession of the Commissaries of the United States, and copies will be
afterwards given in due form to the Magistrates and Municipal officers of such
of the said papers and documents as may be necessary to them.

Art: 1l

The inhabitants of the ceded territory shall be incorporated in the Union of the
United States and admitted as soon as possible according to the principles of
the federal Constitution to the enjoyment of all these rights, advantages and
immunities of citizens of the United States, and in the mean time they shall be
maintained and protected in the free enjoyment of their liberty, property and
the Religion which they profess.

Art: IV

There Shall be Sent by the Government of France a Commissary to Louisiana
to the end that he do every act necessary as well to receive from the Officers
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of his Catholic Majesty the Said country and its dependances in the name of
the French Republic if it has not been already done as to transmit it in the
name of the French Republic to the Commissary or agent of the United
States.

Art: V

Immediately after the ratification of the present Treaty by the President of the
United States and in case that of the first Consul's shall have been previously
obtained, the commissary of the French Republic shall remit all military posts
of New Orleans and other parts of the ceded territory to the Commissary or
Commissaries named by the President to take possession--the troops
whether of France or Spain who may be there shall cease lo occupy any
military post from the time of taking possession and shall be embarked as
soon as possible in the course of three months after the ratification of this
treaty.

Art: VI

The United States promise to execute Such treaties and articles as may have
been agreed between Spain and the tribes and nations of Indians until by
mutual consent of the United States and the said tribes or nations other
Suitable articles Shall have been agreed upon.

Art: VIl

As it is reciprocally advantageous to the commerce of France and the United
States to encourage the communication of both nations for a limited time in
the country ceded by the present treaty until general arrangements relative to
commerce of both nations may be agreed on,; it has been agreed between the
contracting parties that the French Ships coming directly from France or any
of her colonies loaded only with the proeduce and manufactures of France or
her Said Colonies; and the Ships of Spain coming directly from Spain or any
of her colonies loaded only with the produce or manufactures of Spain or her
Colonies shall be admitted during the Space of twelve years in the Port of
New-Orleans and in all other legal ports-of-entry within the ceded territory in
the Same manner as the Ships of the United States coming directly from
France or Spain or any of their Colonies without being Subject to any other or
greater duty on merchandize or other or greater tonnage than that paid by the
citizens of the United States.

During that Space of time above mentioned no other nation Shall have a right
to the Same privileges in the Ports of the ceded territory--the twelve years
Shall commence three months after the exchange of ratifications if it Shall
take place in France or three months after it Shall have been notified at Paris
to the French Government if it Shall take place in the United States; Itis
however well understood that the object of the above article is to favour the
manufactures, Commerce, freight and navigation of France and of Spain So
far as relates to the importations that the French and Spanish Shall make into
the Said Ports of the United States without in any Sort affecting the
regulations that the United States may make concerning the exportation of the
produce and merchandize of the United States, or any right they may have to
make Such regulations.

Art: VIII

In future and for ever after the expiration of the twelve years, the Ships of
France shall be treated upon the footing of the most favoured nations in the
ports above mentioned.

Art: IX

The particular Convention Signed this day by the respective Ministers, having
for its object to provide for the payment of debts due to the Citizens of the
United States by the French Republic prior to the 30th Sept. 1800 (8th
Vendémiaire an 9) is approved and to have its execution in the Same manner
as if it had been inserted in this present treaty, and it Shall be ratified in the
same form and in the Same time So that the one Shall not be ratified distinct
from the other.

Another particular Convention Signed at the Same dale as the present treaty
relative to a definitive rule between the contracting parties is in the like
manner approved and will be ratified in the Same form, and in the Same time
and jointly.

Art: X

The present treaty Shall be ralified in good and due form and the ratifications
Shall be exchanged in the Space of Six months after the date of the Signature
by the Ministers Plenipotentiary or Socner if possible.

In faith whereof the respective Plenipolentiaries have Signed these articles in
the French and English languages; declaring nevertheless that the present
Treaty was originally agreed to in the French language; and have thereunto
affixed their Seals.

Done at Paris the tenth day of Floreal in the eleventh year of the French
Republic; and the 30th of April 1803.
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Robt R Livingston [seal]
Jas. Monroe [seal]
Barbé Marbois [seal]

A CONVENTION BETWEEN
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND THE FRENCH REPUBLIC

The President of the United States of America and the First Consul of the
French Republic in the name of the French people, in consequence of the
treaty of cession of Louisiana which has been Signed this day; wishing to
regulate definitively every thing which has relation to the Said cession have
authorized to this effect the Plenipotentiaries, that is to say the President of
the United States has, by and with the advice and consent of the Senate of
the Said States, nominated for their Plenipoten tiaries, Robert R. Livingston,
Minister Plenipotentiary of the United States, and James Monroe, Minister
Plenipotentiary and Envoy-Extraordinary of the Said United States, near the
Government of the French Republic; and the First Consul of the French
Republic, in the name of the French people, has named as Pleniopotentiary of
the Said Republic the citizen Francis Barbé Marbois: who, in virtue of their full
powers, which have been exchanged this day, have agreed to the followings
articles:

Art: 1

The Government of the United States engages to pay lo the French
government in the manner Specified in the following article the sum of Sixty
millions of francs independant of the Sum which Shall be fixed by another
Convention for the payment of the debts due by France lo citizens of the
United States.

Art: 2

For the payment of the Sum of Sixty millions of francs mentioned in the
preceeding article the United States shall create a Stock of eleven millions,
two hundred and fifty thousand Dollars bearing an interest of Six percent per
annum payable half yearly in London Amsterdam or Paris amounting by the
half year to three hundred and thirty Seven thousand five hundred Dollars,
according to the proportions which Shall be determined by the french
Govenment to be paid at either place: The principal of the Said Stock to be
reimbursed at the treasury of the United States in annual payments of not less
than three millions of Dollars each; of which the first payment Shall
commence fifteen years after the date of the exchange of ratifications:--this
Stock Shall be transferred to the government of France or to Such person or
persons as Shall be authorized to receive it in three months at most after the
exchange of ratifications of this treaty and after Louisiana Shall be taken
possession of the name of the Government of the United States.

Itis further agreed that if the french Government Should be desirous of
disposing of the Said Stock to receive the capital in Europe at Shorter terms
that its measures for that purpose Shall be taken So as to favour in the
greatest degree possible the credit of the United States, and to raise to the
highest price the Said Stock.

Art3

Itis agreed that the Dollar of the United States Specified in the present
Convention shall be fixed at five francs 3333/100000 or five livres eight Sous
tournois.

The present Convention Shall be ratified in good and due form, and the
ratifications Shall be exchanged the Space of Six months to date from this
day or Sooner it possible.

In faith of which the respective Plenipoltentiaries have Signed the above
articles both in the french and english languages, declaring nevertheless that
the present treaty has been originally agreed on and written in the french
language; to which they have hereunto affixed their Seals.

Done at Paris the tenth of Floreal eleventh year of the french Republic
30th April 1803 .

Robt R Livingston [seal]
Jas. Monroe [seal]
Barbé Marbois [seal]

CONVENTION BETWEEN
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA
AND THE FRENCH REPUBLIC

The President of the United States of America and the First Consul of the
French Republic in the name of the French People having by a Treaty of this
date terminated all difficulties relative to Louisiana, and established on a Solid
foundation the friendship which unites the two nations and being desirous in
complyance with the Second and fifth Articles of the Convention of the 8th
Vendémiaire ninth year of the French Republic (30th September 1800) to
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Secure the payment of the Sums due by France to the citizens of the United
Stlates have respectively nominated as Plenipotentiaries that is to Say The
President of the United States of America by and with the advise and consent
of their Senate Robert R. Livingston Minister Plenipotentiary and James
Monroe Minister Plenipotentiary and Envoy Extraordinary of the Said States
near the Government of the French Republic: and the First Consul in the
name of the French People the Citizen Francis Barbé Marbois Minister of the
public treasury; who after having exchanged their full powers have agreed to
the following articles.

Art: 1

The debts due by France to citizens of the United States contracted before
the Bth Vendémiaire ninth year of the French Republic (30th September 1800)
Shall be paid according to the following regulations with interest at Six per
Cent; to commence from the period when the accounts and vouchers were
presented to the French Government.

Art: 2

The debts provided for by the preceeding Article are those whose result is
comprised in the conjectural note annexed to the present Convention and
which, with the interest cannot exceed the Sum of twenty millions of Francs.
The claims comprised in the Said note which fall within the exceptions of the
following articles, Shall not be admitted to the benefit of this provision.

Art: 3

The principal and interests of the Said debts Shall be discharged by the
United States, by orders drawn by their Minister Plenipotentiary on their
treasury, these orders Shall be payable Sixty days after the exchange of
ratifications of the Treaty and the Conventions Signed this day, and after
possession Shall be given of Louisiana by the Commissaries of France to
those of the United States.

Art: 4

Itis expressly agreed that the preceding articles Shall comprehend no debts
but Such as are due to citizens of the United States who have been and are
yet creditors of France for Supplies for embargoes and prizes made at Sea, in
which the appeal has been properly lodged within the time mentioned in the
Said Convention 8th Vendémiaire ninth year, (30th Sept 1800)

Art: §

The preceding Articles Shall apply only, First: to captures of which the council
of prizes Shall have ordered restitution, it being well understood that the
claimant cannot have recourse to the United States otherwise than he might
have had to the Government of the French republic, and only in case of
insufficiency of the captors--2d the debts mentioned in the Said fifth Article of
the Convention contracted before the 8th Vendémiaire an 9 (30th September
1800) the payment of which has been heretofore claimed of the actual
Government of France and for which the creditors have a right to the
protection of the United States;— the Said 5th Article does not comprehend
prizes whose condemnation has been or Shall be confirmed: it is the express
intention of the contracting parties not to extend the benefit of the present
Convention to reclamations of American citizens who Shall have established
houses of Commerce in France, England or other countries than the United
States in partnership with foreigners, and who by that reason and the nature
of their commerce ought to be regarded as domiciliated in the places where
Such house exist.--All agreements and bargains concerning merchandize,
which Shall not be the property of American citizens, are equally excepted
from the benefit of the said Conventions, Saving however to Such persons
their claims in like manner as if this Treaty had not been made.

Art: 6

And that the different questions which may arise under the preceding article
may be fairly investigated, the Ministers Plenipotentiary of the United States
Shall name three persons, who Shall act from the present and provisionally,
and who shall have full power to examine, without removing the documents,
all the accounts of the different claims already liquidated by the Bureaus
established for this purpose by the French Republic, and lo ascertain whether
they belong to the classes designated by the present Convention and the
principles established in it or if they are not in one of its exceptions and on
their Certificate, declaring that the debt is due to an American Citizen or his
representative and that it existed before the 8th Vendémiaire 9th year (30
September 1800) the debtor shall be entitled to an order on the Treasury of
the United States in the manner prescribed by the 3d Article.

Art: 7

The Same agents Shall likewise have power, without removing the
documents, lo examine the claims which are prepared for verification, and to
cerlify those which ought to be admitted by uniting the necessary
qualifications, and not being comprised in the exceplions contained in the
present Convention.
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Art: 8

The Same agents Shall likewise examine the claims which are not prepared
for liquidation, and certify in writing those which in their judgement ought to be
admitted to liquidation.

Art: 9

In proportion as the debts mentioned in these articles Shall be admitted they
Shall be discharged with interest at Six per Cent: by the Treasury of the
United States.

Art: 10

And that no debt shall not have the gualifications above mentioned and that
no unjust or exorbitant demand may be admitted, the Commercial agent of
the United States at Paris or such other agent as the Minister Plenipotentiary
or the United States Shall think proper to nominate shall assist at the
operations of the Bureaus and cooperate in the examinations of the claims;
and if this agent Shall be of the opinion that any debt is not completely
proved, or if he shall judge that it is not comprised in the principles of the fifth
article above mentioned, and if notwithstanding his opinion the Bureaus
established by the french Government should think that it ought to be
liquidated, he shall transmit his observations to the board established by the
United States, who, without removing documents, shall make a complete
examination of the debt and vouchers which Support it, and report the result
to the Minister of the United States.--The Minister of the United States Shall
transmit his observations in all Such cases to the Minister of the treasury of
the French Republic, on whose report the French Government Shall decide
definitively in every case.

The rejection of any claim Shall have no other effect than to exempt the
United States from the payment of it, the French Government reserving to
itself, the right to decide definitively on Such claim So far as it concerns itself.

Art: 11

Every necessary decision Shall be made in the course of a year to commence
from the exchange of ratifications, and no reclamation Shall be admitted
afterwards.

Art: 12

In case of claims for debts contracted by the Government of France with
citizens of the United States Since the 8th Vendé miaire 9th year/30
September 1800 nol being comprised in this Convention may be pursued,
and the payment demanded in the Same manner as if it had not been made.

Art: 13

The present convention Shall be ratified in good and due form and the
ratifications Shall be exchanged in Six months from the date of the Signature
of the Ministers Plenipotentiary, or Sooner if possible.

In faith of which, the respective Ministers Plenipotentiary have signed the
above Articles both in the french and english languages, declaring
nevertheless that the present treaty has been originally agreed on and written
in the french language, to which they have hereunto affixed their Seals.

Done at Paris, the tenth of Floreal, eleventh year of the French Republic.
30th April 1803.

Robt R Livingston [seal]
Jas. Monroe [seal]
Barbé Marbois [seal]
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At the proposal of the Russian Imperial Government, made through the
minister of the Emperor residing here, a full power and instructions have been
transmitted to the minister of the United States at St. Petersburg to arrange by
amicable negotiation the respective rights and interests of the two nations on
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American continents, by the free and independent condition which they have
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any part, nor does it comport with our policy to do so. Itis only when our rights Buy your copy today!

are invaded or seriously menaced that we resent injuries or make preparation _

for our defense. With the movements in this hemisphere we are of necessity
more immediately connected, and by causes which must be obvious to all
enlightened and impartial observers. The political system of the allied powers
is essentially different in this respect from that of America. This difference
proceeds from that which exists in their respective Governments; and to the
defense of our own, which has been achieved by the loss of so much blood
and treasure, and matured by the wisdom of their most enlightened citizens,
and under which we have enjoyed unexampled felicity, this whole nation is
devoted. We owe it, therefore, to candor and to the amicable relations existing
between the United States and those powers to declare that we should
consider any attempt on their part to extend their system to any portion of this
hemisphere as dangerous to our peace and safety. With the existing colonies
or dependencies of any European power we have not interfered and shall not
interfere. But with the Governments who have declared their independence
and maintain it, and whose independence we have, on great consideration
and on just principles, acknowledged, we could not view any interposition for
the purpose of oppressing them, or controlling in any other manner their
destiny, by any European power in any other light than as the manifestation of
an unfriendly disposition toward the United States. In the war between those
new Governments and Spain we declared our neutralily at the time of their
recognition, and to this we have adhered, and shall continue to adhere,
provided no change shall occur which, in the judgement of the competent
authorities of this Government, shall make a corresponding change on the
part of the United States indispensable to their security.

The late events in Spain and Portugal shew that Europe is still unsettied. Of
this important fact no stronger proof can be adduced than that the allied
powers should have thought it proper, on any principle satisfactory to
themselves, lo have interposed by force in the internal concerns of Spain. To
what extent such interposition may be carried, on the same principle, is a
question in which all independent powers whose governments differ from
theirs are interested, even those most remote, and surely none of them more
so than the United States. Our policy in regard to Europe, which was adopted
at an early stage of the wars which have so long agitaled that quarter of the
globe, nevertheless remains the same, which is, not to interfere in the internal
concerns of any of its powers; to consider the government de facto as the
legitimate government for us; to cultivate friendly relations with it, and to
preserve those relations by a frank, firm, and manly policy, meeting in all
instances the just claims of every power, submitting to injuries from none. But
in regard to those continents circumstances are eminently and conspicuously
different.
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It is impossible that the allied powers should extend their political system to
any portion of either continent without endangering our peace and happiness;
nor can anyone believe that our southern brethren, if left to themselves, would
adopt it of their own accord. It is equally impossible, therefore, that we should
behold such interposition in any form with indifference. If we look to the
comparative strength and resources of Spain and those new Governments,
and their distance from each other, it must be obvious that she can never
subdue them. It is still the true policy of the United States to leave the parties
to themselves, in hope thatl other powers will pursue the same course.

Transcription courtesy of the Avalon Project at Yale Law School,

Special note regarding document transcipts

@ top of page

https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc.php?flash=false&doc=23&page=transcript 2/2



C ¥

1/29/2018 Our Documents - Alien and Sedition Acts (1798)

| www.ourdocume larger images
Alien and Sedition Acts (1798)

First Document Image

Second Document Image

https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc_large_image.php?flash=false&doc=16;

12



1/29/2018 Our Documents - Alien and Sedition Acts (1798)

https://www.ourdocuments.gov/doc_large_image.php?flash=false&doc=16;

close window

22



1/29/2018 Our Documents - Transcript of Alien and Sedition Acts (1798)

vww.ourdocuments.gov is enhanced [oer macromedia
with the macromedia flash player

WWW.UU[dUCU[IlE[ItS.QUV

Transcript of Alien and Sedition Acts (1798)
gocument fo

The Alien Act | The Alien Enemies Act | The
Sedition Act @ print-friendly version

FIFTH CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES:
At the Second Session,
Begun and help at the city of Philadelphia, in the slate of Pennsylvania, on
Monday, the thirteenth of November, one thousand seven hundred and
ninety-seven.

An Act Concerning Aliens.

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and the House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled, That it shall be lawful
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for the President of the United States at any time during the continuance of

this act, to order all such aliens as he shall judge dangerous to the peace and TM': L) search

safety of the United States, or shall have reasonable grounds to suspect are Peo ]e Sy

concered in any treasonable or secret machinations against the government \ V R Ao

thereof, to depart out of the territory of the United Slates, within such time as yorle - Privacy & Use
shall be expressed in such order, which order shall be served on such alien Accessibility

by delivering him a copy thereof, or leaving the same at his usual abode, and
returned 1o the office of the Secretary of State, by the marshal or other person
to whom the same shall be directed. And in case any alien, so ordered to
depart, shall be found at large within the United States after the time limited in
such order for his departure, and not having obtained a license from the
President to reside therein, or having obtained such license shall not have
conformed thereto, every such alien shall, on conviction thereof, be
imprisoned for a term not exceeding three years, and shall never after be
admitted to become a citizen of the United States. Provided always, and be it
further enacted, that if any alien so ordered to depart shall prove to the
satisfaction of the President, by evidence to be taken before such person or
persons as the President shall direct, who are for that purpose hereby
authaorized to administer oaths, that no injury or danger to the United Slates
will arise from suffering such alien to reside therein, the President may grant a
license to such alien to remain within the United States for such time as he
shall judge proper, and al such place as he may designate. And the President
may also require of such alien to enter into a bond to the United States, in
such penal sum as he may direct, with one or more sufficient sureties to the
satisfaction of the per- son authorized by the President o take the same,
conditioned for the good behavior of such alien during his residence in the
United States, and not violating his license, which license the President may
revoke, whenever he shall think proper .

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for the President of
the United States, whenever he may deem it necessary (for the public safety,
to order to be removed out of the territory thereof, any alien who mayor shall
be in prison in pursuance of this act: and to cause to be arrested and sent out
of the United States such of those aliens as shall have been ordered to depart
therefrom and shall not have obtained a license as aforesaid, in all cases
where, in the opinion of the President, the public safety requires a speedy
removal. And if any alien so removed or sent out of the United Slates by the
President shall voluntarily return thereto, unless by permission of the
President of the United States, such alien on conviction thereof, shall be
imprisoned so long as, in the opinion of the President, the public safety may
require.

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That every master or commander of any
ship or vessel which shall come into any port of the United States after the
first day of July next, shall immediately on his arrival make report in writing to
the collector or other chief officer of the customs of such port, of all aliens, if
any, on board his vessel, specifying their names, age, the place of nativity, the
country from which they shall have come, the nation to which they belong and
owe allegiance, their occupation and a description of their persons, as far as
he shall be informed thereof, and on failure, every such master and
commander shall forfeit and pay three hundred dollars, for the payment
whereof on default of such master or commander, such vessel shall also be
holden, and may by such collector or other officer of the customs be detained.
And it shall be the duty of such collector or other officer of the customs,
forthwith to transmit to the office of the department of state true copies of all
such returns.

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That the circuit and district courts of the
United States, shall respectively have cognizance of all crimes and offences
against this act. And all marshals and other officers of the United States are
required to execute all precepts and orders of the President of the United
States issued in pursuance or by virtue of this act.
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SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That it shall be lawful for any alien who
may be ordered lo be removed from the United States, by virtue of this act, to
take with him such part of his goods, chattels, or other property, as he may
find convenient; and all property left in the United States by any alien, who
may be removed, as aforesaid, shall be, and re- main subject to his order and
disposal, in the same manner as if this act had not been passed.

SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue and be in force
for and during the term of two years from the passing thereof.

Jonathan Dayton, Speaker of the House of Representatives.
TH. Jefferson, Vice President of the United States and President of the
Sentate.

| Certify that this Act did originate in the Sentate.
Attest, Sam. A. Otis, Secretary

APPROVED, June 25, 1798.
John Adams
President of the United States.

An Act Respecting Alien Enemies

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America in Congress assembled, That whenever there
shall be a declared war between the United States and any foreign nation or
government, or any invasion or predatory incursion shall be perpetrated,
attempted, or threatened against the territory of the United States, by any
foreign nation or government, and the President of the United States shall
make public proclamation of the event, all natives, citizens, denizens, or
subjects of the hostile nation or government, being males of the age of
fourteen years and upwards, who shall be within the United States, and not
actually naturalized, shall be liable to be apprehended, restrained, secured
and removed, as alien enemies. And the President of the United States shall
be, and he is hereby authorized, in any event, as aforesaid, by his
proclamation thereof, or other public act, to direct the conduct to be observed,
on the part of the United States, towards the aliens who shall become liable,
as aforesaid; the manner and degree of the restraint to which they shall be
subject, and in what cases, and upon what security their residence shall be
permitted, and to provide for the removal of those, who, not being permitted to
reside within the United States, shall refuse or neglect to depart therefrom;
and to establish any other regulations which shall be found necessary in the
premises and for the public safety: Provided, that aliens resident within the
United States, who shall become liable as enemies, in the manner aforesaid
and who shall not be chargeable with actual hostility, or other crime against
the public safety, shall be allowed, for the recovery, disposal, and removal of
their goods and effects, and for their departure, the full time which is, or shall
be stipulated by any treaty, where any shall have been between the United
States, and the hostile nation or government, of which they shall be natives,
citizens, denizens or subjects: and where no such treaty shall have existed,
the President of the United States may ascertain and declare such
reasonable time as may be consistent with the public safety, and according to
the dictates of humanity and national hospitality.

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That after any proclamation shall be made
as aforesaid, it shall be the duty of the several courts of the United States,
and of each state, having criminal jurisdiction, and of the several judges and
justices of the courts of the United States, and they shall be, and are hereby
respectively, authorized upon complaint, against any alien or alien enemies,
as aforesaid, who shall be resident and at large within such jurisdiction or
district, to the danger of the public peace or safety, and contrary to the tenor
or intent of such proclamation, or other regulations which the President of the
United States shall and may establish in the premises, to cause such alien or
aliens 1o be duly apprehended and convened before such court, judge or
justice: and after a full examination and hearing on such complaint. and
sufficient cause therefor appearing, shall and may order such alien or aliens
to be removed out of the territory of the United States, or to give sureties of
their good behaviour, or to be otherwise restrained, conformably to the
proclamation or regulations which shall and may be established as aforesaid,
and may imprison, or otherwise secure such alien or aliens, until the order
which shall and may be made, as aforesaid, shall be performed.

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted, That it shall be the duty of the marshal of
the district in which any alien enemy shall be apprehended, who by the
President of the United States, or by order of any court, judge or justice, as
aforesaid, shall be required to depart, and to be removed, as aforesaid, to
provide therefor, and to execute such order, by himself or his deputy, or other
discreet person or persons to be employed by him, by causing a removal of
such alien out of the territory of the United States; and for such removal the
marshal shall have the warrant of the President of the United States, or of the
court, judge or justice ordering the same, as the case may be.

APPROVED, July 6, 1798.
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FIFTH CONGRESS OF THE UNITED STATES:
At the Second Session,
Begun and help at the city of Philadelphia, in the state of Pennsylivania, on
Monday, the thirteenth of November, one thousand seven hundred and
ninety-seven.

An Act in Addition to the Act, Entitled "An Act for the Punishment of
Certain Crimes Against the United States.”

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of
the United States of America, in Congress assembled, That if any persons
shall unlawfully combine or conspire together, with intent to oppose any
measure or measures of the government of the United States, which are or
shall be directed by proper authority, or to impede the operation of any law of
the United States, or to intimidate or prevent any person holding a place or
office in or under the government of the United States, from undertaking,
performing or executing his trust or duty, and if any person or persons, with
intent as aforesaid, shall counsel, advise or attempt to procure any
insurrection, riot, unlawful assembly, or combination, whether such
conspiracy, threatening, counsel, advice, or attempt shall have the proposed
effect or not, he or they shall be deemed guilty of a high misdemeanor, and on
conviction, before any court of the United States having jurisdiction thereof,
shall be punished by a fine not exceeding five thousand dollars, and by
imprisonment during a term not less than six months nor exceeding five
years; and further, at the discretion of the court may be holden to find sureties
for his good behaviour in such sum, and for such time, as the said court may
direct.

SEC. 2. And be it farther enacted, That if any person shall write, print, utter or
publish, or shall cause or procure to be written, printed, uttered or published,
or shall knowingly and willingly assist or aid in writing, printing, uttering or
publishing any false, scandalous and malicious writing or writings against the
government of the United States, or either house of the Congress of the
United States, or the President of the United States, with intent to defame the
said government, or either house of the said Congress, or the said President,
or to bring them, or either of them, into contempt or disrepute; or to excite
against them, or either or any of them, the hatred of the good people of the
United States, or to stir up sedition within the United States, or to excite any
unlawful combinations therein, for opposing or resisting any law of the United
States, or any act of the President of the United States, done in pursuance of
any such law, or of the powers in him vested by the constitution of the United
States, or to resist, oppose, or defeat any such law or act, or to aid,
encourage or abet any hostile designs of any foreign nation against United
States, their people or government, then such person, being thereof convicted
before any court of the United States having jurisdiction thereof, shall be
punished by a fine not exceeding two thousand dollars, and by imprisonment
not exceeding two years.

SEC. 3. And be it further enacted and declared, That if any person shall be
prosecuted under this act, for the writing or publishing any libel aforesaid, it
shall be lawful for the defendant, upon the trial of the cause, to give in
evidence in his defence, the truth of the matter contained in publication
charged as a libel. And the jury who shall try the cause, shall have a right to
determine the law and the fact, under the direction of the court, as in other
cases.

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That this act shall continue and be in force
until the third day of March, one thousand eight hundred and one, and no
longer: Provided, that the expiration of the act shall not prevent or defeat a
prosecution and punishment of any offence against the law, during the time it
shall be in force,

Jonathan Dayton, Speaker of the House of Representatives.
Theodore Sedgwick, President of the Sentate pro tempore.

| Certify that this Act did originate in the Sentate.
Attest, Sam. A. Otis, Secretary

APPROVED, July 14, 1798
John Adams
President of the United States.

Transcriptions courtesy of the Avalon Project at Yale Law School.
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CHAP. LXXV. —An Act to secure
Homesteads to actual Settlers on the Public
Domain.

B, print-friendly version
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Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
States of America in Congress assembled, That any person who is the head
of a family, or who has arrived at the age of twenty-one years, and is a citizen
of the United States, or who shall have filed his declaration of intention to
become such, as required by the naturalization laws of the United States, and
who has never borne arms against the United States Government or given aid
and comfort to its enemies, shall, from and after the first January, eighteen
hundred and. sixty-three, be entitled to enter one quarter section or a less
quantity of unappropriated public lands, upon which said person may have
filed a preemption claim, or which may, at the time the application is made, be
subject to preemption at one dollar and twenty-five cents, or less, per acre; or
eighty acres or less of such unappropriated lands, at two dollars and fifty
cents per acre, to be located in a body, in conformity to the legal subdivisions
of the public lands, and after the same shall have been surveyed: Provided,
That any person owning and residing on land may, under the provisions of
this act, enter other land lying contiguous to his or her said land, which shall
not, with the land so already owned and occupied, exceed in the aggregale
one hundred and sixty acres.

SEC. 2. And be it further enacted, That the person applying for the benefit of
this act shall, upon application to the register of the land office in which he or
she is about to make such entry, make affidavit before the said register or
receiver that he or she is the head of a family, or is twenty-one years or more
of age, or shall have performed service in the army or navy of the United
Slates, and that he has never borne arms against the Government of the
United States or given aid and comfort to its enemies, and that such
application is made for his or her exclusive use and benefit, and that said
entry is made for the purpose of actual settlement and cultivation, and not
either directly or indirectly for the use or benefit of any other person or
persons whomsoever; and upon filing the said affidavit with the register or
receiver, and on payment of ten dollars, he or she shall thereupan be
permitted to enter the quantity of land specified: Provided, however, That no
certificate shall be given or patent issued therefor until the expiration of five
years from the date of such entry ; and if, at the expiration of such time, or at
any time within two years thereafter, the person making such entry ; or, if he
be dead, his widow; or in case of her death, his heirs or devisee; or in case of
a widow making such entry, her heirs or devisee, in case of her death ; shall.
prove by two credible witnesses that he, she, or they have resided upon or
cultivaled the same for the term of five years immediately succeeding the time
of filing the affidavit aforesaid, and shall make affidavit that no part of said
land has been alienated, and that he has borne rue allegiance to the
Government of the United States ; then, in such case, he, she, or they, if at
that time a citizen of the United States, shall be entitled to a patent, as in
other cases provided for by law: And provided, further, That in case of the
death of both father and mother, leaving an Infant child, or children, under
twenty-one years of age, the right and fee shall ensure to the benefit of said
infant child or children ; and the executor, administrator, or guardian may, at
any time within two years after the death of the surviving parent, and in
accordance with the laws of the State in which such children for the time
being have their domicil, sell said land for the benefit of said infants, but for no
other purpose; and the purchaser shall acquire the absolute title by the
purchase, and be en- titled to a patent from the United States, on payment of
the office fees and sum of money herein specified,

SEC. 3. And be it further enacled, That the register of the land office shall
note all such applications on the tract books and plats of, his office, and keep
a register of all such entries, and make return thereof to the General Land
Office, together with the proof upon which they have been founded.

SEC. 4. And be it further enacted, That no lands acquired under the
provisions of this act shall in any event become liable to the satisfaction of
any debt or debts contracted prior to the issuing of the patent therefor.

SEC. 5. And be it further enacted, That if, at any time after the filing of the
affidavit, as required in the second section of this act, and before the
expiration of the five years aforesaid, it shall be proven, after due notice to the
settler, to the satisfaction of the register of the land office, that the person
having filed such affidavit shall have actually changed his or her residence, or
abandoned the said land for more than six months at any time, then and in
that event the land so entered shall revert to the government.
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SEC. 6. And be it further enacted, That no individual shall be permit- ted to
acquire title to more than one quarter section under the provisions of this act;
and that the Commissioner of the General Land Office is hereby required to
prepare and issue such rules and regulations, consis- tent with this act, as
shall be necessary and proper to carry its provisions into effect; and that the
registers and receivers of the several land offices shall be entitled to receive
the same compensation for any lands entered under the provisions of this act
that they are now entitled to receive when the same quantity of land is
entered with money, one half to be paid by the person making the application
at the time of so doing, and the other half on the issue of the certificate by the
person to whom it may be issued; but this shall not be construed to enlarge
the maximum of compensation now prescribed by law for any register or
receiver: Pro- vided, That nothing contained in this act shall be so construed
as to im- pair or interfere in any manner whatever with existing preemption
rights : And provided, further, That all persons who may have filed their
applications for a preemption right prior to the passage of this act, shall be
entitled to all privileges of this act: Provided, further, That no person who has
served, or may hereafter serve, for a period of not less than fourteen days in
the army or navy of the United States, either regular or volun- teer, under the
laws thereof, during the existence of an actual war, do- mestic or foreign, shall
be deprived of the benefits of this act on account of not having attained the
age of twenty-one years.

SEC. 7. And be it further enacted, That the fifth section of the act en- litled"”
An act in addition to an act more effectually to provide for the punishment of
certain crimes against the United States, and for other purposes,” approved
the third of March, in the year eighteen hundred and fifty-seven, shall extend
to all oaths, affirmations, and affidavits, re- quired or authorized by this act.

SEC. 8. And be it further enacted, That nothing in this act shall be 80
conslrued as to prevent any person who has availed him or herself of the
benefits of the firBt section of this act, from paying the minimum price, or the
price lo which the same may have graduated, for the quantity of land so
entered at any time before the expiration of the five years, and obtain- ing a
patent therefor from the government, as in other cases provided by law, on
making proof of settlement and cultivation as provided by exist- ing laws
granting preemption rights.

APPROVED, May 20, 1862.
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AMENDMENT XV

t.[fh_r print-friendly version
Section 1
All persons born or naturalized in the United States, and subject to the
jurisdiction thereof, are citizens of the United States and of the State wherein
they reside. No State shall make or enforce any law which shall abridge the
privileges or immunities of citizens of the United States; nor shall any State
deprive any person of life, liberty, or property, without due process of law; nor
deny to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.

Section 2.

Representatives shall be apportioned among the several States according to
their respective numbers, counting the whole number of persons in each
State, excluding Indians not taxed. But when the right to vote at any election
for the choice of electors for President and Vice-President of the United
States, Representatives in Congress, the Executive and Judicial officers of a
State, or the members of the Legislature thereof, is denied to any of the male
inhabitants of such State, being twenty-one years of age, and citizens of the
United Slates, or in any way abridged, except for participation in rebellion, or
other crime, the basis of representation therein shall be reduced in the
proportion which the number of such male citizens shall bear to the whole
number of male citizens twenty-one years of age in such State.

Section 3.

No person shall be a Senator or Representative in Congress, or elector of
President and Vice-President, or hold any office, civil or military, under the
United States, or under any State, who, having previously taken an oath, as a
member of Congress, or as an officer of the United States, or as a member of
any State legislature, or as an executive or judicial officer of any State, to
support the Constitution of the United States, shall have engaged in
insurrection or rebellion against the same, or given aid or comfort to the
enemies thereof. But Congress may by a vote of two-thirds of each House,
remove such disability.

Section 4.

The validity of the public debt of the United States, authorized by law,
including debts incurred for payment of pensions and bounties for services in
suppressing insurrection or rebellion, shall not be questioned. But neither the
United Stales nor any State shall assume or pay any debt or obligation
incurred in aid of insurrection or rebellion against the United States, or any
claim for the loss or emancipation of any slave; but all such debts, obligations
and claims shall be held illegal and void.

Section 5.
The Congress shall have the power to enforce, by appropriate legislation, the
provisions of this article.
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