[bookmark: _GoBack]Inquiry about considering obligations: As you think about this set of inquires pay attention to the lead in question being asked; for example, does health care rationing have the potential to serve the greater good, or might it produce a lesser harm? In part B, consider moral and conflicting obligations, 1-2 paragraphs for each one.
part A
In the following case, identify the ideals, or ideals and obligations, that are in conflict. Examine the action taken or proposed and decide whether it achieves the greater good (or lesser harm).
1. The issue of health care rationing was an important factor in the debate over the health care bill that President Obama signed into law in 2010.
Whether such rationing will occur remains to be seen.  If it does, though, it will undoubtedly have the greatest effect on the elderly -- that is, some government administrator or health care panel may decide that certain expensive medical procedures will not be approved for people above a certain age.
Similar decisions could also be made about the level of care given in assisted living facilities and nursing homes.
Part B
For the one you select to respond, identify the conflicting obligations and decide whether the action taken is morally right.  Be sure to consider the requirement of proportion.
1. A very competent druggist, well versed in the latest pharmacological studies, receives a prescription from a physician and recognizes that it is for a dangerous, highly addictive, and largely discredited medication.  She calls the physician and is told curtly to mind her own business.  As the customer waits in the front of the store, the druggist ponders the situation. "Should I refuse to fill it? Should I tell the customer I am certain the doctor has made a mistake?  Should I call the medical board and report the incident?"  She decides to fill the prescription.


