Action-Oriented Research Questions 

Assignment Purpose
In Wave 1, Part 1, you did some brainstorming that hopefully led you to a potential action you can propose. This part of Wave 1 will help you turn those thoughts into a well-formed question designed to guide your research which you will need for the Action Proposal section of your research paper. 
Formulating a Research Question
Before you propose an action, you need to test its potential by thinking through as many details as you can--all within reason, of course; you also need to work within some pretty strict time constraints, so focus is essential. And in order to get your audience to want to take action, you will need to demonstrate your own crediblity. That means your proposal should be backed with evidence. 
It's important to make sure your research question is clear, focused, and, appropriate for this project. It should be informed by the research you have done and oriented toward an action. 

Here are some sample action-oriented research questions:
1. In what ways should Shoreline Community College students be educated about mental health self-care, and what responsibility should the college administration have in providing that education?
2. How can I get the attention of Weyerhaeuser and discourage them from clearcutting forests in the Columbia River Gorge?
3. How can I support unhoused individuals in my neighborhood by making sure they have access to fresh water on a daily basis?
4. What can our campus' LGBTQ+ community do to make SCC a more inclusive and safe space for trans and gender non-conforming students?  
Note how each of these questions assumes two things: 1) there is a problem and 2) action should be taken.

The first question tells us that Shoreline students are struggling with mental health issues. We know, too, that the writer is proposing that the College provide students with education on how to perform good self-care. Ultimately, the question asks how should this be done? How can our campus' leadership go about offering this sort of education?

In question # 2, we can assume that the Weyerhaeuser company plans to clear cut forest in the Columbia River Gorge and that clear-cutting in this area is or would be problematic. We also know that the student writer wants to take action. 
Question #3 is similar to #2 in that we can assume the student writer wants to do the work of offering hope through action. The research they conducted proves that unhoused individuals in their neighborhood does not have access to a basic need.
Question #4 assumes two things: that trans and gender non-conforming people at Shoreline don't feel like the College is a safe and inclusive environment and that the LGBTQ+ community should be responsible for taking action.
These questions serve as tools that will guide the writers toward the most appropriate answers. 
The Prompt
Step 1. Look back at your freewrite. What assumptions have you made that you can build your question around?
Step 2. Using the guidelines above and the resources offered in Wave 1, Part 2, create three action-oriented research questions.

Step 2. In a few sentences, respond to the following questions:
Of all three of these research questions, which one do you like the most? Why? Be sure to note if there is any guidance you need as you move into the next phase of your research. I'm here to support you!

Criteria for Success
Before submitting your assignment, ask yourself each of these questions. These are the questions I will ask as I assess and grade your work. 
· How clear, focused, researchable, and appropriate are my questions?
· To what degree are my questions based on the research I conducted?
· How thoroughly did I respond to the rest of the prompt?

