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Introduction

Islam is a religion that is also recognized as a culture. To most Muslims, the religion plays a very important role in the day to day lives. Essentially, most of the cultural aspects of Muslims worldwide are largely based on the religious teachings of the Quran, as well as the traditions of Prophet Muhammad as explained in the Hadith. In order to learn the several aspects of religion, culture and the basic tenets of Islam, this paper will discuss two main issues; the role of scientific studies in Islam and the key factors influencing the Islamic culture. The paper will start with a review of the roles of scientific study in Islam, followed by the Islamic culture. Some basic tenets of culture, among them education, and family values will be discussed. A historical perspective of the culture and some dominant aspects of Islamic culture will also be discussed. 
Islam, culture and Science
Islam is a religion of over 350 million adherents, spread worldwide. The Muslim habitat has increasingly been known to cause a special place in current world affairs and politics, thereby enhancing the importance of further studies of the religion, and its relation to Islamic livelihoods. Further, Muslims have taken special interest in studying about their religion in order to accommodate well with the world today and also maintain their religion. In reality, two schools of thought have been founded; maintaining religion as opposed to modernity and maintaining modernity instead of religion.  Moreover, an emerging group seeks to balance both religion and modernity. In the modern days, thinkers are now able to interpret Islam with some freedom that is allowing possibilities of flexibility. In trying to as much as possible to obey the commands of God, such thinkers are also able to obey nature’s commands. In this light, this paper seeks to review some of the factors of the development of Islamic Culture in our world. Further the paper will look into the roles of scientific study in Islam as well as evaluate some key factors of the Islamic culture (Hoodbhoy, 2006). 
The Role of Scientific Study of Islam


Islamic though largely represents an inclusive view of the universe. In such regard, it is required that Muslims should have a view of the universe, both in terms of the religious as well as the worldly knowledge. From time immemorial, Islam has advocated for intellectual knowhow. The early Muslim leaders advocated for a world where intellect and knowledge of the self was essential for the world, and beneficial to individuals as well as the society in general. Historically, Muslims have been campaigners for both culture and science. Using Islamic culture, Muslims have largely contributed to the enrichment of humanity through civilization (Muzaffar, 2007). 

In addition, it is good to note that Islam highly values science and actually encourages its pursuit. The religion considers science as a prerequisite for the survival of human beings. From the time of Islamic inception into the world, The Prophet Muhammad insisted on the essence of science in understanding the world. Inasmuch as he was not able to read or write, Prophet Muhammad claimed that there needed to be scientific inquiry in order to understand the world. According to Muhammad, scientific inquiry superseded a year in prayers, and therefore urged his followers to do all it would take to understand science. From these sentiments, it is clear that Islam is a religion that is largely in support of science and scientific studies. 
In addition, the Quran, which is God’s word according to Muslims supports and emphasises on the need for scientific knowledge. According to the Quran, Muhammad was insisted upon the essence of reading and knowledge in general. In this case, the words declared the importance of reading God’s signs from the world. The signs, as per the Quran, can be comprehended through inquiry, and in this case, rationally and objectively. In essence, a big portion of the Quran is ardent on the importance of scientific inquiry. Above that, there is much insistence on study of the world in a rather objective form. 
According to Sardar (2017), it is the infusion of scientific knowledge in ancient Islam that contributed to the large magnitudes of civilisation. When science started being neglected, current rise in poverty has been witnessed in most Muslim countries. In order for resurgence the old Islamic tenets, it is necessary, according to Sardar (2017) that a lot of insistence on science and knowledge takes place. 

Before, and at the emergence of civilisation, when Europe and other nations were still reeling in darkness, many religious Muslims perfected studies such as mathematics, medicine, literature, history and many more. Later on, such knowledge was transferred to European nations. Advanced instruments were developed by Muslims at that time of civilization. 
Interestingly, Islam allows scientific inventions that would assist the humanity lead better lives, as long as they are used for the benefit of man and in the name of Allah. Islam believes that scientific instruments have no precise homeland, but can be used depending on people’s objectives. In this regard, Islam advocates for proper use of instruments as they all depend on the users’ motives and intentions. Islam prohibits wrongful use of any instruments, and advocates that man should endeavour to use any instruments in a manner that would not hurt him or others. 
In terms of the government, Islam advocates that a government should always endeavour to adequately educate its citizens. Considering that education is a right for each and every citizen, a fully Islamic person should have the moral obligation to ensure that they are rightfully educated. Other than concentrating on religious issues alone, a Muslim should ensure that they are well versed with modern world affairs. All skilled Muslims are required to ensure that they study any beneficial and necessary knowledge that they can. Muslims are called upon to study as much as they could, since the society morally expects any skilled individual to come to its aid at times of need. 
The decline of the intellectual Muslim world can be traced back to scholars like Ibn Khaldun. After Ibn Khaldun, there were a few cases of scholars who came up and contributed to development of science, albeit in very slight steps. A good case in point is the fact that Ibn Khaldun’s model of socio-economics and dynamics of politics did not further develop. Instead with the socio-economic model developing as a separate entity as proposed by Khaldun, it remained more of a social paradigm etched in Islamic morality. The large decline in intellectual advances can be attributed to the then political and social decline in the Islamic world. In his words Khaldun asserted that science could only develop with the development of the society, which at that time was undergoing a steep decline. Other than khaldun’s assertions regarding Muslim progress in the yester years, Islamic history confirms the progression of science in those days. From the middle to the twelfth century, science progressed rapidly and later declined at an quicker level for the next two centuries. Other than science, economics continued at the same pace, with no meaningful contributions (Muzaffar, 2007). 
According to historians, one of the reasons that the decline in development of science occurred was as a result of failure by the governments of the day to govern in a good way. Increase in corruption, misappropriation of state resources instead of focussing on other essential issues such as education was big contributors. With such behaviours, gradual decline in most societal and governance sectors was witnessed. Following the decline in the developments in the Muslim world, the western world took over the proliferation in development, something that exists to date (Moore, 2013). 
Islamic Culture

Essentially, and academically, culture denotes the cultural practices amongst a certain group of people. In the early days, Muslims mainly consisted of Arabs. With time, the people migrate to other lands, making their religion assimilated into other cultures. This part of the essay will look at the practices that were developed by the Islamic community, and in accordance with the Quran. Other factors that make up the cultural practices of a group of people such as education influence, art, theatre, architecture, family values and such other practices will also be looked at. 
From the Quran, most of the aspects visible in Muslim behaviours are mandated, whilst others are exceptions and done almost subconsciously. Good examples of cultural aspects mandated by the Quran are the wearing of hijabs by women; the covering of the head is optional though it is compulsory in some states. Muslims have a standard greeting worldwide, and is dominant in all local cultures. There are distinct language elements other than the greetings; before engaging in anything, Muslims respect God through the saying “In the Name of Allay”. Further, while denoting future events, Muslims usually say “If Allah Wills” (Moore, 2013). 

There are other cultural aspects present in the Muslim world and that are not entirely dependent on the Quran, but are stated in The Hadith. The Hadith is a combination of practices, traditions and the things Prophet Muhammad practiced. The collection of the traditions is collectively referred to as the Hadith. Some of the practices found in the Hadith include; growing of beards by men, and trimming of their moustache, use of the right hand in the dining room while the left is reserved for the bathroom, use of a special stick called a miswak to clean the teeth, and the practice of shaking hands when greeting other people (Moore, 2013). 

From the local customs, Muslims derive their culture based on geographical locations and areas of origin. The cultures vary and are not entirely compulsory to Islam. Some examples are putting the hand on someone’s head after greeting them, a culture that is common in West Africa. The local customs have changed over time, and cannot be correctly justified as Allah’s teachings. There are various differences that emanate from the teachings and the culture, though Muslims are known to possess a lot of respect for the teachings in the Quran (Husseini, 1956). 

After the founding of Islam, after approximately one century, the religion started spreading to other cultures beyond borders to the first areas such as China and France. In these areas, Arabs consisted of small populations and started absorbing some cultures such as Indians and Persians. Inasmuch as the Chinese are known to have had superior cultures to the Arabs, the Arab conquest was steered mainly by corruption, tyranny of numbers through classes, and the similarity of Islam to Judaism and Christian. With the advancement in religious conquering and the tolerating spirit of Islam, the religion continued spreading to more other areas in Asia, Africa and some parts of Europe (Husseini, 1956). 
Islam continued mixing with other cultures where language, literature and theological differences interacted freely. Culturally, there was a lot of influence from the blend between Islam and Greek philosophy. Philosophical and religious schools that gave birth to various philosophers were born at this age (Fetzer & Soper, 2005). 
During the economic recession of the 1970s, most European countries started closing their borders to immigrants. However, the fact that such borders allowed reunions among families and political asylums, there came about a wave of influx that saw many Muslims join the European nations, as families, and with fresh demands for permanent residence. Owing to the settlements, a new political issue emerged that saw the immigrants get concerned of their political and working statuses, as well as their religious and cultural rights. Due to this position, most countries were aggravated by the situation, a factor that led to a myriad of conflicts that led to political controversies affecting Muslim rights. Some of the common controversies regard the permission to allow fully private Muslim schools which are financed by the government. Mainly, in Britain, the controversy lies in whether such schools would have the same conditions with Christian schools and their Jewish counterparts (Fetzer & Soper, 2005). 
The mentioned cultural, religious and political controversies as a result of immigration happened in other countries as well. In Germany, there is an issue of whether to grant corporation status to the public, amongst them Muslims, Jews and Christians. With such a status, Islam would be recognised as an official religious organization, and thus worth to be funded by the state. On the other hand, France struggles with making a decision on whether Muslim girls should wear hijabs in schools (Fetzer & Soper, 2005). 
Islamic culture can be traced back through records available in pre and early Islamic times, the first and second generation of Abbasid, Umayyad, Persian, and the modern periods. All the mentioned periods are easily traced in history, thus give a proper account of the Islamic culture. In the first few centuries, when there was precedence in science, the majorly available history is the manner Islam transmitted through time, and also the manner in which the Muslims were absorbed into a certain value set. As stated ealier in this essay, Islam was largely a chanel through which Western civilization occurred, though the channels have since faded off since the decline in the intellectual advancement. 
During the Umayyad (661 - 750 A.D.), there are various available recordings of Islamic poetry as well as literature. This mainly happened when most Arabs ceased their nomadic lifestyles and assumed an urban setup. After gaining contact with Greeks, there was more assumption of a music lifestyle, and a mixture of prose and poetry, which were also recited at the same time periods. The contacts with most parts of the world and a flourishing economy took part in Baghdad, which at the time was the capital of the Abbasids.  

With the capture of Asia by Alexander the Great, and the founding of Alexandria, most Greek philosophy and science moved towards Alexandria. At this time, Alexandria became the capital for the spread of the Greek philosophy in the Mediterranean countries. The trend continued with the assumption of Egypt as a Muslim state, following the capture. To follow suit were countries such as Persia, Syria and Baghdad where diverse cultures mostly affiliated to Islam started spreading to other parts of the world. With the advance of Greek philosophy, and the near assimilation by the Greeks, Islam became heavily influenced by such philosophers as Aristotle, Socrates and Plato. The works of such Greek philosophers were translated by Islamic philosophers such as Ibn Khalud to Arabic. Through the works of Ibn Khalud and the rest, it was possible for the Western countries to benefit from the Greek works and mythologies. The philosophers contributed a great deal to Western civilization, through their translations and also their contributions to the Greek works. In essence, the works of these philosophers, among them Ibn Sica and Rushd contributed a lot to the Renaissance (Boulakia & Ibn, 1971). 
Owing to the teaching of the Quran, regarding Allah’s command of exploring the world and a quest for knowledge, Muslims made a great deal of historical recordings regarding their world and other parts of their world. Al Tabari, a philosopher from Baghdad actually made a lot of recordings, from which he added a different philosophical dimension.  Matter of fact, the contribution of Islam to civilisation is a course that cannot be ignored. 
Islam and education

Currently, the number of illiterate Arabs is on the verge of increase. There is a different stimuli to change towards Western ideals unlike it was in the early days. Traditionally, Muslims had a strict way of life that depended on their ideals. Education has showcased some Muslim values that are more western, and that try to separate religion from the state. Looking at schools in the current Muslim strongholds, religious teachers are slowly separating from other studies. Secular schools are being witnessed; these schools are more westernized as oppose to before. 
One of the biggest impediments to the Islamic religion today is internal stability that is not affected by the West. Inasmuch as total independence is not possible considering some essential tenets of life like technology need to be shared, it is essential that Islam tries to exhibit some independence. Through education, such changes can be implemented. 
Family


In most cases, Muslims live under one roof due to the manner that they value the family. It is common to find more than two generations living together. In such cases, the young ones accord the elder generations a lot of respect; they assist in daily household chores. Considering recent advances in urbanization and civilization, such practices fade with time, though it is common to see families with very close bonds. Family members are mostly involved in solving common conflicts between immediate members (Bassioni, 2012). Further, clans are used to solve conflicts amongst other clan members, where the elders are mostly involved in solving disputes. Considering the respect that Muslims have for the Quran, most of their culture is borrowed from the Holy Book, as well as the teachings of Muhammad, mostly referred to as the Hadith. Other cultural tenets are borrowed locally from their geographical locations, though the biggest cultural impact is based on the Quran. 
Holidays

Muslims celebrate holidays such Eid ul Fitr and Eid al-Adha. Eid al-Adha is celebrated in honor of Ibrahim due to him agreeing to sacrifice his first born and only son, Ishmael. In this act, Ibrahim (Abraham) showcased his respect and submission to the will of God. His son, also wilfully accepted the sacrifice as he did not resist. Later on, just before the sacrifice took place, God intervened and gave Ibrahim a lamb instead. In the same regard, at the end of the hajj in Mecca, Muslims celebrate this holiday by sacrificing an animal of their choice and ability (lambs, sheep, goats, cows or camels). Part of the feast is given to friends, who include both Muslims and Christians.  This holiday can be likened to Christmas among Christians as most other people are involved in the celebrations irrespective of their religious background. 
Conclusion


Conclusively, this paper has focussed on a wide array of issues that were essentially geared towards understanding the factors that geared the Muslim culture to the world. Firstly, the paper focussed on the role that science has played in the Islam community. As a matter of fact, it is evident that early scientific developments in the Islamic world, and the urge to follow the teachings of the Quran largely contributed to the spread of the Islam religion. Western civilization benefitted a lot from early Islamic technology, education, and love for knowledge. As seen in the essay, the works of Muslim philosophers have been seen to contribute to the translation of Greek works, an effect that largely affected civilisation and the renaissance. Further, the cultural aspects of Islam have been discussed in details. From their religious practices to some of the common issues that can enable someone to tell a Muslim to a non-Muslim, a reader is able to clearly understand the culture and learn from it. The unison and the love and respect for God have clearly been showcased in the essay. In essence, from this essay, one can easily gain some relevant knowledge of Islam as both a religion and a culture (Bassioni, 2012). 
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