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Now Part 3 of Bacevich's book. (Note that we are skipping Part 2. Part 2 is about the US military involvement in the "Balkan War," when Yugoslavia entered an agonizing civil war before imploding as a state. That is another episode in the encounter between Islamdom and the West, but inside Europe as a continent (which tells us that Islam and the West is not simply a geographic question, West in Europe, Islam not in Europe. I strongly recommend that you read that part). 
  
        i.            Bacevich argues that Bush's invasion of Afghanistan after 9/11 had a pre-existing ideological element, namely this proposition: "For those with the wit and will to tap its potential, military power is eminently usable." Explain his argument. Why did they believe that? Who were the people involved? Wht the US,as Bacevich says, "blundered" in Afghanistan? 
      ii.            Why did US invade Iraq? What was the role of the media? 
    iii.            Evaluate this statement by Bacevich regarding Al Qaeda and the events of 9 / 11: "Here was a disease deemed acutely lethal. Yet the treatment administered by the United States to reduce the presence of the disease in certain organs had accelerated its spread to others." What does he mean (be specific). Do you agree or disagree with his contention, and why? (be specific).


Answers

1a. The Afghanistan war had a preexisting ideological element. Western states saw Afghanistan’s military potential and thus choose to control it before it was too late.
b. Afghanistan has the potential of building weapons of mass destruction which would global support terrorism. 
c. Those involved in the war included the United States, United Kingdom, Canada, Australia, and Germany. 
d. The United Nations Security Council did not approve the war in Afghanistan in 2001 even though the US proceeded to participate. The presence of US military in Afghanistan has not brought any positive effects and thus their effort to fix the problem in this region can be considered to have failed. 
2 a. The consideration to invade Iraq was made due to the events that took place on the September 11, 2001 that showed significant threat from the terrorist groups and their increasing power that needed to be contained at once. In the January 29th 2002 President Bush categorically stated that the United States will consider a country that harbors terrorists as their accomplices and sympathizers. As a result of the policy,there was an invasion in Afghanistan. This invasion was motivated by the need to destroy the training ground of al-Qaeda and remove the group from the country. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]b. Even though al Qaeda operated bases in Iraq, the country did not harbor them formally but did less to destroy their training camps thus showing support of the terrorist group. The main purpose for the invasion of Iraq was to destroy the nuclear, chemical and biological weapons which could be easily used by terrorist organizations to launch attacks against the United States. The United States was convinced that the presence of weapons of mass destruction was supported by Saddam Hussein and thus focused on ending this problem. However, in 2005, reports from Central Intelligence Agency showed that there were no weapons of mass destruction in Iraq.
b. One can easily blame the administration President Bush for the events that led to the invasion of Iraq. However, his administration is not solely to blame since the media also played a vital role in insinuating that Saddam Hussein was a threat due to his continuous manufacture of weapons of mass destruction (WMD). 
3. a. After 9/11 the US military waged a revenge war on Iraq. Almost immediately after the attack, the US government vowed revenge.
b. 16 years after the September 11 attack, the war on al Qaeda has only dismantled the group from their primary base at that time.  Today, al Qaeda troops have reassembled and become even stronger. In Syria alone, the terrorist group commands up to 30,000 troops by some estimates capitalizing on the focus put by every country and media groups on ISIS. Presently, there are many al-Qaeda-affiliated groups in Somalia, Yemen, Afghanistan and North Africa. 




