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Task one
Bachan’s story
Bachan was the grandmother to the author Donald Matsuda a student who developed this story after having an interview with his grandmother about her experience in the confinement camps during the Second World War. However, the biggest idea in this text is that, through the interview with his grandmother, the author explains how “Issei," Japanese Americans were treated during the Pearl Harbor attack in the United States during the second world war.
During the years of wartime of destruction, humiliations, and imprisonment, most of the Japanese American civilians who settled on the west coast were totally denied their constitutional rights that is freedom of staying anywhere they wished and they were forced by military guards to leave their homes, jobs and they were taken into confined camps known as Assembly centers under detention of the United States government. The living condition in the assembly centers was unbearable though they had racetracks where the entire family could be housed. Additionally, the authors' grandmother and other Japanese Americans' did not even stay in the assembly centers for more weeks before they were again relocated to another camp. This time around the camp was pathetic for the human environment than even the assembly centers. The authors' grandmother described the place as unprepared for human habitation since the toilets were in adverse conditions, and also each family was assigned to work six by nineteen-foot makeshift barracks that was surrounded by scrubby sagebrush, dirty, and barbed wire. They also used to eat starchy meals over the day, and they were forced to do work more hours with a little pay of less than $ 12 per month. Their families were also separated; thereby they faced difficulties whenever they wanted to plan for their future. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]The imprisonment of the Japanese Americans’ really caused a lot of distress to them, but surprisingly is that they never developed any feeling of bitterness or anger towards the Americans for imprisoning them this was a good approach by the Japanese Americans' as they saw the need to stay like brothers with the Americans'. After the period of incarceration, the authors’ grandmother the situation was completely worse than the imprisonment itself because at that time most of the people had already lost their properties, houses, and jobs. They also faced discrimination in housing and unemployment since whenever they went, they met signs that read ‘no jobs allowed.' Despite facing that discrimination, the author and other internees did not allow their efforts to be affected at any point when they were trying hard to restructure their lives. Instead, they accepted injustice that was upon them and found the courage to withstand the shame of being treated like traitors in their homeland.
“Here I was a loyal American citizen who was being labeled as a traitor to America simply because of my ancestry- it was an alienating, humiliating and embarrassing experience. In this case, the author's grandmother tried to think about how the author's system of questions appeared. This made her be a realistic person who was open and free to reveal the real incidence she encountered. She is also good at giving out opinions before the author poses a question. This helps in reducing the number and time of being interviewed. This also makes us know that she was a citizen from America mainly by birth. (80 words) 
"We were loaded onto buses with all the windows blacked out, and a blanket was placed behind the side door, so we could not see where we were being taken. When we finally reached our destination, I was shocked to see that the sites were not prepared for human habitation- the toilets consisted of one level board with holes just inches apart with no partitions and the apartments each family was assigned to work in reality six by nineteen foot makeshift barracks surrounded by scrubbing sagebrush, dirt, and barbed wire. Here the interviewer who was the author was very specific to his area of concern. He wanted to get the real picture of the place where her grandmothers and others were taken. The interviewee was also very direct to the question she was asked. (51 words)
“They literally gave their lives and limbs to prove their loyalty”. She tried to show that she was able to recall many other events that happened during that period. She also tried to show how she was competent in giving enough information to convey her accomplishments without overloading the interviewer with a lot of questions and information. She shared her quantifiable experience that showed she was present those days without any doubt. However, it was an open way to make the author and the reader to known how really the good soldiers were formed. (66 words).
Reflection
After the period of imprisonment, the situation seemed to be worse to the life of the authors' grandmother and other internees. This is because many people at that time head already loosed their properties, homes, job and their farmland. They faced total discrimination in housing and unemployment since whenever they went, they found posts that read, ‘No gaps allowed, no employment.'   Having faced a lot of discrimination and accusations, the authors’ grandmother and other internees were really shocked and felt a lot of pain inside their hearts. However, they did not allowed that feeling and pain to affect negatively their effort in restructuring their lives. Instead they accepted the injustice and found the courage to withstand the shame of being treated as traitors in their own homeland. Even if you consider the response she gave when she was asked how life was after the period of imprisonment she said "in many aspects this was the hardest part of the internment because my family had no home to go we had lost our store and all of our farmland. We also faced considerable discrimination in housing and unemployment and everywhere we went we were met with hostile signs that read ‘No japs Allowed, No jobs welcome.' However, the choice they made was a positive one that motivated the author's grandmother and other internees who had law morel to work upon their abilities to make their future bright as it was before. No other better way can make someone succeed in life than working hard. Hard work is the only way to achieving it; it teaches us discipline, dedication, and determination as illustrated by Japanese Americans. However, they also considered it less by ignoring to create hatred inside their hearts to the Americans because of imprisoning them, and they accepted to live with them in peace. This shows how the Japanese Americans had focus in their future instead of wasting a lot of time struggling with the Americans especially in the case of maybe revenge which is not the best way to operate. Even when she was being interviewed, she said that she does not hold any bitterness against the United States and she feels that she had worked very hard and successfully proven that she is loyal, diligent, and respectful American who also represented the whole family of the Japanese Americans. Her response during the interview by the author showed a clear reflection of what other internments experienced who made their unique mark and have responded admirably to the challenges that they faced and racism. Their value of hard work, education, and survival which were instilled by their ancestors have enabled them to rebound from the devastation of the imprisonment and to succeed economically in America. The idea was good for the economic development of the country even from a general perspective we can realize that Japanese Americans were the people who contributed a lot towards the economic development of the United States. Life seems to be dynamics systems that do not depend on revenge. For instance, if they could have decided to hold grudges with the Americans eventually thing would have gone even worse than before. Therefore, the decision that the author's grandmother made and other internees were great that was meant to bring prosperity in their homeland later.             
Why queer isn’t a bad word
Debra Anderson developed this story with the aim of explaining the challenges children are facing when they are growing and the challenges that members who are Lesbians, gay, bi-sexual, transgender (LGBT) faces in our communities. She raised this topic because her daughter Brittany was a bi-sexual therefore I think he wanted to create an alarm to those individuals who are affected by (LGBT) to correct their ways of life and to live in the society.
The author gives an idea about puberty which is a condition that is being experienced by young children as they grow. He terms it as something that is confusing and very difficult to control especially to those who are still grappling with their sexual identity. Another Idea that the author tries to explain is how gay usually develop in our societies. He explains using the concept of bi-sexual where he says that even experts said that bi-sexual is not really but just a step before admitting to being gay. Additionally, the writer also tries to bring the concept of first love that is always intense and exciting and serious in most of the cases. There is also another incidence which the author tries to show in the context. He tries to explain the behavior of people from the reflection of a man who came in front of Brittany and her friend when they were riding on their subway and chatting about their day. Lastly, the author illustrated the concept of the conflict especially in the case where there was opposition against gays and also those who were proposing it to be legalized. But Chris Mwedzinski who was a representative from Southwestern Minnesota voted it no.

"The whole fabric of the community was knit together, whether it was school activities or church activities or whatever from stuff was going on Yah, everyone was everywhere." Here the community is described as being congested with many activities. It shows how our society's today operate with people being closed to each other. The presence of school at least indicates that society has a present formal education system and people are also religious as signified by the presence of the church. (53 words)
"A big step in my I identity shifting."  This enables Brittany to get relieved about the information she had always been hiding to her father about her nature of being bi-sexual to her the statement was okay bt to her father it was heartbreaking and irritating. However, it makes people know how others feel about negativity or any other bad information concerning somebody or something. It also makes people be always ready for any kind of information in their lifetime. (74 words) 
"I did not choose this." Chris Swedzinski showed his stand and courage by making such a statement to oppose the bill that was to be passed to legalize gay. These are real people who are required in our societies. They make their stand despite the accusations from the majority, but they are still active in their opinions. The action he took can give us a headlight on how we should always make our judgments and passing of the bill that is even accepted in the bible.






Reflection
There was a bill in the Minnesota legislature legalizing gay marriage. Chris Swedzinki, the representative from southwestern Minnesota, was interviewed by the local newspaper on the amendment. His response began Brittany's short journey to leading to share her sexual orientation with her grandparents and other family members. Brittany and Cindy had begun to talk about getting married someday. Brittany had been following the progress about the gay marriage amendment. Back home in Minnesota. The measures were going to pass, but Chris Swedzinki said he would be voting no because being gay was sinful and gay marriage was not part of the family values of his constituents. This hurts because he was a person of authority and an elected official and she was saying she has not welcomed in his district. Even she said "I did not choose this" and one of the reasons I think ultimately needed to get out of there but the feeling that I would be burned at stake. He, however, moved on and wrote a letter explaining how hurtful and destructive his statements were not only to her but also to (LGBT) individuals living in his district and sent it to her friend for it to be publicized. Chris is a man who tries to show her stand/position about gays in his constituency.
· Initially, when other members were just about to pass the law, we can see that Brittany already with Cindy had stated planning on the issues about getting married. Since it was a new culture that was just about to be introduced, I believe not even the majority was aware of it and the majority needed just to make a test on how that kind of marriage would be. In his statement, Chris even termed gay as being a sin and that it is not even accepted in the social values of the family. She even went to the extent of writing a letter to express how she feels so disappointed just because she was a person with authority and an elected official. The approach that Chris was taking on her ways to me; I think it was the best move. Gays are even forbidden in the bible how can it be social value in the family again?. However, it is believed that where justice has to prevail a lot of commotions have to arise. When Chris was opposing the act, she was threatened to the extent that she even feared her district just because those people were likely to burn her. She even said that she had "a feeling that she would be burned at stake." What does it try to show in our r open society?  Does it mean that people should not come up with their own opinions? Or suggestions about amendments of the law. Even the author when he heard about his daughter being bi-sexual he was completely shocked. In the second page of the story, the author tried to illustrate how gays usually develop. He described it from the information that was revealed by the experts that bi-sexual is a stage that one passes so that she/he becomes eventually a gay. Homosexuals can entreat people who are exercising their religious beliefs. For instance, a heterosexual married couple with children who do not want to rent a room in their family household to homosexuals could be sued for isolation based on sexual allignment. This can cost important financial and emotional stress upon the family, before mentioning the prior restraint effect of the fear of being sued which results in a family not renting out a room. Other wisely, morals should not be forced on anyone though there are exceptions. We force them on others by preventing them from stealing, raping, and murdering, so, it is not automatically wrong to force morals on someone.  
       

America Skips School
The journal “America skips school” written by Benjamin R. Barber tells how America is not serious with education. The author presents American education to be low compared to other western countries. The journal looks like a criticism of the education system of America which is in a low and diminishing state. The main idea from the text is that it is the low state of education in America. The author states that for the kids who go to school, they spend about 900 hours a year in school as spend an average of 1200-1800 hours watching television for the same period of time. The author questions from which of the two the kids are likely to learn more. The author continues to give reasons why he thinks America is not serious with education. First, he opines that if America was serious with education, it would raise the salaries of teachers to levels that would attract young professionals in society. Kindergarten teachers should earn the same salary as lawyers. Additionally, if America was serious with education, it would upgrade physical facilities such that every school meets the minimum standards of better suburban centers. Furthermore, if America was serious, it would extend the school year by one month or two so that learning can take place throughout the year. America would increase the number of teachers by reducing class size.
The most important topics or ideas from this text are the importance of education. The author tries to show the importance of education and criticizing Americans for vilifying and neglecting education. From the author of the journal, it is apparent that Americans are not serious with schooling. The author of the journal gives some reasons why he thinks America is not serious with education. The other topics discussed in the journal include liberty, social justice, and democracy.
"Why can't a Chicago junior high school be as good as the Chicago Bulls? (pg. 158). From this quote or rather a questions, Barber tries to show how Americans have neglected education in favor of other sectors such as sports. He works to make a comparison between a school and a sports team whereby the sports team is far much better than the school. This is a rhetorical question that tries to compare two things, education, and sports. I think it is an excellent question that can be used as a wakeup call to insinuate how education has been neglected in America compared to sports.
“Our kids spend 900 hours a year in school (the ones who go to school) and from 1200 to 1800 hours in front of the television set” (pg. 152). From this quote, Barber tries to show that kids spend more time watching televisions than they do in reading at school. The quote also means that not all kids go to school which shows the lack of seriousness in the education sector in America. The fact that our kids spend more time watching television sets than they do reading books means the education sector is at stake in America. I think this quote is very contextual in Barber's argument. It is a clear indication that the Americans are not serious with education. It is a very strong point by the author in trying to defend his sentiments.
“If we were serious, we'd extend the school year by a month or two so that learning could take place throughout the year”(pg. 157). In this quote, Barber tries to show that the little time dedicated to the education sector is an indication that Americans are not serious with it. He explains that the one thing that can show their seriousness is by extending the learning period by a month or two. This would make kids have more time for learning. I think this is a beautiful quote by the author in trying to defend his sentiments. It is a strong argument because if Americans were serious with education, then they would dedicate more time in kids learning in schools. Extending the learning period in school would show more seriousness in the education sector. Generally, this is an excellent quote to show the level of severity in the education sector.


