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[bookmark: _GoBack]The Absolutely True Diary of a Part-Time Indian
The novel is by Sherman Alexie and was published in 2007. The diary is about the central character named Junior, whom the author uses to portray an array of themes that include alcoholism, which Junior refers to" the fricking boze" (p.200) and racism. The essay seeks to explore how the author uses the main character to portray racism, Poverty and the overlapping opposites that can render one's dreams invalid if the person lacks resilience to overcome such forces.
The author works well to portray how overlapping opposites exist in our contemporary societies. In this book, Junior reflects about himself and his deeper world in the essence of stringent dichotomies that have drawn a concrete and parallel wall between Indians and the white, between the poor and the rich and also enemies versus friends. While in Reardan, Junior feels "like a magician slicing himself in half, with junior living on the north side of the river and Arnold living on the south." (p.61) His identity includes a double life as both Arnold and Junior. Junior believes that being an Indian means struggling against racism which seems to be deeply rooted in the society. The environment that he lives in had reservations for Indians. Indian schools were poorly equipped when compared to those of whites. Junoir says the reservation school system was meant to "kill Indian culture." (p.35)
Another societal issue that the book unearths is the burden of alcoholism. Junior laments that he is still very young, but he has lost many friends due to alcoholism. He says, "I'm fourteen years old, and I've been to forty-two funerals" (P.199). Junior thinks that Indians die of alcoholism as opposed to whites. On the same, his father and Eugene also seek solace in drinking alcohol to evade the reality that the system offers. A system that junior says, it "doesn't pay attention to their dreams." (p.12)
The book also wittily portrays how poverty can wear someone down. Junior believes that poverty is a hereditary disease. He says that being an Indian living on reservation means facing stereotyping that Indians are poor. Through Junior  the,  book showcases how the cycle of poverty made Indians live in despair. Junior says, "You start believing that you're poor because you're stupid and ugly. And you start believing that you're stupid and ugly because you're Indian." (p.13) Junior is determined to succeed despite such obstacles. He says that "No Poverty only teaches you how to poor." (p.13) People can overcome the chains of poverty if they don't succumb to its pressure but develop resilience and strength.
To add, the author also covers the theme of the dream. At the onset of the novel, Junior concludes that hope and plans are lost opportunities, especially in the lives of Indians. His parents too "dreamed about being something other than poor" (p.11) but their valid dreams were thwarted by lack of attention and support. Junior says the parents "never got the chance to be anything because nobody paid attention to their dreams." (P.11)
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