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Summary & Analysis of a Scholarly Article

Course Objectives:

Students will be able to

· Identify and discuss the impact and themes of major authors and texts of American literature from its beginnings through 1865
· Practice and master the ability to locate, comprehend, and summarize in writing published, scholarly critical interpretations of literary texts (with a particular emphasis on comprehending and summarizing formalist, historical, biographical, Marxist, gender studies, psychological, and mythological interpretations of texts)
· Develop, practice, and master the ability to apply various critical theories to literary texts in discussion (with a particular emphasis on formalist, historical, biographical, Marxist, gender studies, psychological, and mythological criticism)
· Develop and defend in discussion and in writing their own evaluations of literary texts using reasoned opinion and textual support
· Develop and express in discussion and in writing an appreciation for the richness and variety of American literature to 1865

Choice of Articles:

· Bankston III, Carl L.  “Thoreau’s Case for Political Disengagement.”  Modern Age 52.1 (2010): 6-13. Education Research Complete.  Web. 1 Nov. 2013.
· Hermann, Steven B.  “Emergence of the Bipolar Cultural Complex in Walt Whitman.”  Journal of Analytical Psychology.  52 (2007): 463-478.  EBSCO.  Web. 7 Nov. 2013.
· Hopkins, Patricia D.  “Seduction or Rape: Deconstructing the Black Female Body in Harriet Jacobs’ Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl.”  Making Connections: Interdisciplinary Approaches to Cultural Diversity.  13.1 (2011): 4-20.  EBSCO.  Web.  7 Nov. 2013.
· Peyser, Thomas.  “The Attack on Christianity in Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave.”  The Explicator 69.2 (2011): 86-89.  EBSCO.  Web.  7 Nov. 2013.
· Warnick, Bryan R.  “Emerson and the Education of Nature.”  Philosophical Studies in Education.  38 (20070: 95-103.  Education Research Complete.  Web.  7 Nov. 2013.
· Wyman, Sarah.  “Washington Irving’s Rip Van Winkle: A Dangerous Critique of a New Nation.”  ANQ: A Quarterly Journal of Short Articles, Notes, and Reviews  23.4 (2010): 216-222.  Project Muse.  Web.  1 Nov. 2013.


Assignment Description:

[bookmark: 110570]This assignment consists of three sections:

1. Summary
a. Write a summary of the scholarly article, identifying its main point(s) and major supporting details.
b. The first sentence of the summary must include the following: an identification of the author and title of the article and the thesis.

2. Audience Analysis
a. To whom is the author speaking?  How do you know?  Describe the audience(s).
b. How does the author approach the various segments of his/her audience?

3. Evaluation
a. Discuss the critical approach that the author uses in the article (formalist, historical, biographical, Marxist, gender studies, psychological, and mythological), if appropriate.
b. Discuss the success of the author’s approach for his/her audience.
c. Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the arguments made within the article.

Evaluation Criteria:

· The first sentence of the summary clearly and accurately identifies the thesis of the article and provides the author’s name and article title.
· The summary clearly and accurately pinpoints both main points and supporting ideas from the article.
· The response includes an analysis of the author’s approach to his/her audience.
· The evaluative response discusses the critical approach that the author uses in the article.
· The evaluative response includes an analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of the arguments within the article.

