Think About What You Think

                                 "The price of inaction is far greater than the cost of making a mistake." ~ Meister Eckhart
Food for Thought...
If religion and spirituality are relevant to the client and their community, human service and social workers are expected to refrain from bias and discrimination based on personal religious or nonreligious beliefs and work ethically and effectively with the client regarding their spiritual beliefs.
Think about this statement as you watch the video and complete the rest of the assignment. Make sure you follow "The Discussion Instructions."
The Prompt
The core values that underpin professional social work practice has its origin in the church. Despite its religious origins, many do not see the religious foundation in social work. Today, the profession is often seen as secular, postmodern, and humanist, but this is not entirely inaccurate, It is, in fact, a decidedly incomplete view of professional social work. From its inception, the profession of social work has been closely intertwined with the principles of faith and spirituality. The first “official” social work programs were church-based settlement houses and charitable organizations that put Christian faith into action. By the late 19th century, both active charity organization societies and settlement houses provided services in 100s of cities. However, during the early and mid-20th century, as social work became more professionalized, the human services movement led to the gradual replacement of religious values. Scientific rationalism became the guiding source of social work knowledge and skills. During much of the 20th century, the helping profession struggled with this tension between the new secularization of the discipline and its traditional religious roots, 
The Discussion Instructions
1. Watch the "Social Work & Spirituality: What You Need To Know" video here.
2. Using video, chapter 3 of your textbook (pgs. 41-47), and other resources, discuss charity and the impact of religion and the church on the origin of social work in the United States.
3. As an aspiring helper, how does what you uncovered align (or not) with your beliefs about the role of religion, faith, and spirituality in the helper / client relationship?
4. Respond to at least two of your classmates.
5. Word count is 300 - 500 words.
Note:
1. You must submit a post BEFORE you can see your classmates posts. 
2. Ideally, your response to your classmates should consist of a complete thought that contributes to the dialogue and furthers the discussion. 
3. There are no right or wrong responses, so share your knowledge, insights and thoughts freely,
4. Religion is a controversial topic, so please be respectful to one another as you explore and discuss your beliefs and ideas. 
5. See the discussion rubric (in rubric link on the navigation bar) for grading criteria.
6. Discussion is due on Sunday, September 26, 2021 at 11:59pm.
Click the Next ▶ button
Discussion response
Ideally, the church may be considered the foundation of social work in society because it offers the virtues and values required for such engagements. Personally, I am much convinced that social work and the world of religion are important to each other. It is noted that effective engagement in social work may be dependent on learning the basic and essential knowledge, skills, and values that critical for ethical and effective social work practice. Given the pervasiveness of religion and spirituality throughout people's lives and cultures, social workers need to understand religion and spirituality to develop a holistic view of the person in the environment and to support the professional mission of promoting the satisfaction of basic needs, well-being, and justice for all individuals and communities around the world.
The church in itself has exhibited compassion by caring for and healing the sick and expressing concerns for them. In the early church, caring for the sick was primarily the duty of the deacons and the widows under the guidance of the bishops. In my view, aside from teaching the basic and essential values of social work, the church observably played a critical role in establishing the foundations for compassionate social work and care for humanity. It is important to understand that social work usually involves helping the poor and the vulnerable. Arguably, these acts of compassion and care by the social workers seem to be in line with the basic teachings of the church that expects us to be practice benevolent and charitable giving. As an aspiring helper, I have learnt that social workers are expected to work ethically and effectively with religion and spirituality relevant to clients and their communities.
