Think About What You Think
     "Integrity without knowledge is weak and useless, and knowledge without integrity is dangerous and dreadful."                                                                                                                                                                                                      ~ Samuel Johnson
Inquiring Minds Should Want to Know...
Harm can be both physical and / or psychological and can, therefore, manifest in the form(s) of stress, pain, anxiety, diminishing self-esteem or an invasion of privacy. It is imperative that the human services process does not in any way harm (unintended or otherwise) its clients.
Think about this statement as you watch the video and complete the rest of the assignment. Make sure you follow "The Discussion Instructions."
The Prompt
Ethical decision-making reflects the reality of human services work where helping professionals are faced with increasingly complex and contentious ethical dilemmas. By definition, ethical dilemmas do not lend themselves to simple solutions. Part of the problem is the depth of increasingly serious and complex client problems. The multiple roles of the helping professional requires the engagement with colleagues, from a variety of allied professions in wrap around and inter-professional practices. Oftentimes, limited or inadequate resources can hinder the helping professional's ability to adequately meet the needs and expectations of his / her client. Inherent in dealing with ethical dilemmas and ethical decision making, is the expectation that this maelstrom will all occur within a context of conflicting directives from codes of ethics, legal requirements, agency policies. 
The Discussion Instructions
1. Watch the "Ethical Decision Making Model" presentation video here.
2. Using the "Ethical Decision Making Model" video, your textbook (pgs 81-84; 96-100), and other resources, explain the process of ethical decision making when faced with a difficult ethical dilemma. 
3. How might you keep a difficult ethical decision from having a negative impact on the rapport between you and your client?
4. Your submission word count is 300 - 500 words.
Note:
1. 
1. You must submit a post BEFORE you can see your classmates posts. 
2. Ideally, your response to your classmates should consist of a complete thought that contributes to the dialogue and furthers the discussion. 
3. There are no right or wrong responses, so share your knowledge, insights and thoughts freely,
4. Please be respectful to one another as you explore and discuss your ideas. 
5. See the discussion rubric (in rubric link on the navigation bar) for grading criteria.
6. Discussion is due on Sunday, October 3, 2021 at 11:59pm.
Click the Next ▶ button

Discussion response
Solving ethical dilemmas is always difficult because there is not always an obvious solution that complies with the ethical norms. However, in social work practice, solving ethical dilemmas has been made easier by following these simple steps. First, it is usually important to establish the facts surrounding the ethical dilemma. In ethical decision-making, it is always important to consider the facts and compare them with moral idealism and utilitarianism principles. These basic principles are usually important in understanding the seriousness of the issue at hand. The principle of intuition holds that practitioners are competent enough and can therefore act accordingly while addressing an ethical dilemma. 
The principle of moral idealism, on the other hand, holds that there is usually a clear decision between right and wrong, what is acceptable and what is not. Utilitarianism concerns itself with the results or the implications. There is no clear distinction between what is good and what is bad; the focus is on the situation and the outcome. What may be acceptable in a certain situation can be unacceptable at some other place. It underlines that if the net result of the decision is an increase in the happiness of the individual, the decision is the right one.


The next critical step to follow before making decisions in cases involving ethical dilemmas is to debate on the available moral choices. Before making decisions, it is important to make hypothetical situations, develop case studies, and then engage others to brainstorm. Ideally, this is critical to throwing some light into the unknown aspects and widens the horizon of understanding and rational decision making. However, in some situations, after careful analysis, the existence of the dilemma can be logically disputed. In conclusion, in an attempt to maintain a good relationship with my clients, I will always opt for the alternative that generates greater good and lesser evil. 
