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Core Disciplinary Principles

What is a principle?

In Lesson 2, you learned that concepts are general names used to refer to
specific instances of social reality and that sociological theories aim to
explain social life by connecting together concepts into a cohesive
explanations of society generally, and social order and social change more
specifically.

In this third lesson we direct our attention more directly to what we can ‘ -
refer to as a Sociological Principle — that is, a fundamental guiding truth
that informs all sociological theories and related claims. ) g

Given what you have learned about sociology so far in this course, you are
likely not surprised to learn that a main sociological principle is that there
are intimate connections between individuals and societies in which they
live and that sociologists have multiple ways to explain this principle.

g Send to Binder @ Download & Print
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Explanation #1: The Sociological Imagination

According to one early sociologist named C. Wright Mills:(1959), many of the
troubles that people experience as individuals are actually rooted in social
structures, and this means that many individuals experience the same troubles.
However, if people fail to understand their experiences as influenced by social
forces, then those troubles countine to be thought of as the results of individual
moral failings rather than as what they are, whichis collective social problems.

Click here — to learn more about Mills’ (1959) explanation of this core disciplinary
principle and how you might apply it to explain some aspect(s) of your own life.
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Explanation #2: Invitation to Sociology

Around the same time as Mills (1954) work, another American sociologist named Peter Berger
(1963) published a book “An Invitation to Sociology: A Humanistic Perspective.” In this book,
Berger offers a slightly different explanation of the sociological principle that there are intimate
connections between indiviudals and the societies in which they live.

In particular, Berger explains that to be able to undertand (and apply) this core disciplinary
principle, we must be able to do at least one of the following two things:

1. see the general in the particular; and/or

2. see the strange in the familiar.

Let's take a look at each of these possibilities in turn.

o d
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Explanation #2a: Seeing the General in the Particular

According to Berger (1963), to see the general in the particular involves
understanding and explaining seemingly unique situations in relation to
larger -- or pervasive -- social forces. For example, this might involve linking
one’s personal experiences with under eating with ubiquitous media images
that associate beauty with being thin.

Of course, this is just one example of seeing the general (i.e. pervaisve and
oppressive media images) in the particular (i.e. an individual’'s eating
habits). The important point here is that both Mills (1959) and Berger (1963)
explain the sociology -- and its core principle -- with reference to being able
to see the general in all aspects of our own (and others’) lives.
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Activity

Read the following scenario and consider your interpretation:

You are walking down the street of a major city. It is late in the IIII“\
evening and it is cold outside. You are just about to reach

your destination, when you notice a person sitting in the
doorway of a store. This person is dressed in decidedly
ragged clothes that are likely not keeping them very warm.
They have one dog on their lap and one dog by their side.

There is a plastic container placed in front of them, into which
another passerby has just tossed some money.

When you consider at this scene, what do you envision, who
do you envision, and what do you envision this person’s story
to be?

Tvune vnlir ancewer inta the nevt lecenn clide
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Explanation #2b: Seeing the Strange in the Familiar

A second way Berger (1963) suggests we might become more
attuned to the core sociological principle is by learning to identify
and question aspects of ourselves, our lives, and/or the societies
in which we live that we tend to take for granted.

To this end, we might begin to question how and why we have
developed a particular habit or interest (which you've already
been asked to do in this course).

Or, we might question what is “normal” about the traditions
shared not only by ourselves and our family members, but also
by our friends, neighbours, and other people around us as well.





image12.png
Table of Contents Weekly Learning Materials Lesson 3: Core Disciplinary Principles Lesson 3: Core Disciplinary Concepts

, Lesson 3: Core Disciplinary Concepts ~ [

> 50C4001 - Global Persp

O, TABLE OF CONTENTS

Reflective Activity
To develop this critical sociological mindset, let's do the
D -

following activity:

Imagine that you are completely unfamiliar with North
American culture. You go out for an evening walk on
October 31 and you come across groups of children
dressed as unfamiliar creatures. What would you think?
How might this tradition be interpreted by someone
completely unfamiliar with it?




image13.png
Table of Contents Weekly Learning Materials Lesson 3: Core Disciplinary Principles Lesson 3: Core Disciplinary Concepts

, Lesson 3: Core Disciplinary Concepts ~ N <
Reflective Activity Cont’d

As someone living and/or studying in Canada, have you ever stopped to wonder:

+ Why so many people dress up as witches and devils every year on October 31?7
« What this tradition must look like to someone unfamiliar with it?

Of course, there are a variety of other questions we might ask in relation to this
tradition. The important point here is that questioning commonplace ways of acting
(and thinking) is a first step toward thinking sociologically and critically — a point to
which we will return later in this third lesson.

For now, after coming up with some responses to the above questions, click here —

to hear the tale of one little girl's perspective on Halloween — a tale which may help
you to see the strangeness of this decidedly familiar practice. @ @
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Global Aspects of Sociology

Now, during Module 2 of this course, you will learn that sociologists talk not only
about links between individuals and societies at the level of the family or the
city; we also study and analyze these connections at the national, international,
and intercontinental levels.

This is because, as history continually tells us, the borders that demark human
relations are continually shifting. And, as you now know, a main focus of
sociology is links between human associations, social order, and social change.
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Another reason why many sociologists do not limit our studies
to relatively micro levels of analysis (e.g. neighbourhood;
cities; etc) is because today, perhaps more than at any other
point in history, what happens at the personal, local, and
national levels is influenced by -- and influences -- what
happens in other parts of the world.

From a sociological perspective, this historically-supported
social fact means that it is difficult to analyze social order and
social change without accounting for the movement of goods,
services, money, policies, knowledge, ideas, and people
across national, international, and intercontinental borders.
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Global Aspects of Sociology CONT’'D

Building on learning from Module 1, the point here is this: when
developing our Sociological Imaginations, it is important to be able
to think globally. In particular, the aim is to see and understand how
social order and social change, as well as individual and collective
identities, are shaped by (and shape) social processes that extend
beyond our immediate environments. One way that sociologists do
this is by focusing our anlaytic attention on phenomena collectively
referred to as “globalization.”
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Debating Globalization

In Lesson 4, you learned that sociologists are interested in how
political, economic, and cultural components of globalization
inform and extend beyond our immediate environments in ways
that shape individual and collective identities and behaviors.

More importantly for our present purposes, you learned that
globalization is a multi-pronged process that raises questions
about its implications for economic wealth, political sovereignty,
and cultural diversity at the national, international, and
intercontinental levels of analysis (and experience).
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Debate: Economic Globalization

You will recall from Lesson 4 that globalization can be understood in
relation to its economic component, which is characterized by the relative
ease of movement of money, goods, and production across local,
national, and continental borders. More so, you will recall that some
people belive that economic globalization has become so commonplace

that it is no longer meaningful to think in terms of domestic national - .
economies.

One key question that arises in relation to this assertion is this: ’5
Does economic globalization give more and more nations (and people)
access to economic wealth, or does it create more wealth for some

nations (and people) and more poverty for others?
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Debate: Economic Globalization Cont’d

In response to the question posed on the previous lesson slide, at least
these two viewpoints emerge:

On the one hand, “globalists” argue that poor countries are those that are

least integrated into the global economy. From this perspective, all

national economies (and thus national wealth) will continuously grow if

they are structured in ways that are open to foreign trade and investment. ‘ -

On the other hand, “anti-globalists” maintain that globalization is widenin% g
the gap between the ‘haves’ and the ‘have-nots’ by allowing wealthy,

developed countries to easily access resources within poorer, developing

countries in a context of unregulated environmental and labour

standards.
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Reflective Activity

\ . / Click on the resources below to examine examples of of each
of these viewpoints about economic globalization.
D -
As you read these resources, take the time to consider:
1. What are the main points raised in each article?
2. Do you support one of these viewpoints over the other?
3. Why or why not?

Embedded Learning Resources
Click here to read a “globalist” position
Click here to read an “anti-globalist” position
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Debate: Political Globalization

Also in Lesson 4, you learned that globalization can be
understood in relation to its political component, which is
defined in this course by the proliferation of organizations
which have the purpose of supporting peaceful and
cooperative relations among and between nations.

One key question that emerges in relation to this component
of globalization is this:

Does political globalization mean the end of national
governments’ abilities to regulate domestic affairs, or does it
point to a broadening of the power that some national
governments have to direct both national and global affairs?
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In response this question, a few viewpoints emerge.

On the one hand, “hyperglobalizers” associate globalization with
profound changes, such as the weakening of nation-states and the
rise of powerful non-governmental organizations (NGOs) and other
global institutions to hold national leaders more accountable for their
actions/decisions.

By comparison, “skeptical globalizers” argue that there has been no,
significant change in international relations, with national
governments continuing to act in ways that seek to maintain and
augment their abilities to control domestic and global affairs.
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Reflective Activity

As already noted in this course, The United Nations is one prominent international organization

associated with political globalization. To learn more about this global institution, access the
embedded learning resource below.

Click here — to learn more about the United Nations

As you engage with this educational video, take the time to ask yourself these questions:
« What is the purpose of the United Nations?

« What is the relationship between the UN and democracy as a political process?
+ What are some reasons why some nations do not support the United Nations?





image24.png
Debate: Cultural Globalization

You also may recall from Lesson 4 that, in this course, cultural component of
globalization is defined in relation to the diffusion of popular cultural products and
values across national, international and/or continental borders.

With this explanation in mind, you likely do not find it surprising that this component of
globalization raises this question:

Does cultural globalization lead to more cultural diversity, or does it lead to the
suppression of some cultural expressions at the expense of more hegemonic (i.e.
dominant) ones?

Click here — to learn about what sociologists refer to as The McDonaldization of
Society. Then, use the information you gain from this embedded learning resource to
help you to complete a short, ungraded quiz.
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Socialization as a Core Concept

As foreshadowed in Lesson 1, just as there is a range of topics of sociological interest, so too is
there an array of disciplinary concepts used to analyze these topics — a main one being
SOCIALIZATION.

Before moving on to further identify key aspects of this core sociological concept, it is useful to
know what is meant by the term “concept.” From a scholarly standpoint, concepts are more than
ideas or beliefs; they are building blocks of academic theories. Specifically, a concept is a
general name used to refer to specific instances of reality that are of theoretical interest.

THIS IS AN IMPORTANT DEFINITION TO REMEMBER AS YOU MAKE YOUR WAY
THROUGH THIS COURSE.
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lobal Perspect

Socialization as a Core Concept

What is a ? (cont’d)

To clarify this definition, consider these examples:

= Society is a general name (or concept) used to refer
to human-made organizations or systems of inter-
relationships that connect individuals in a common
culture;

= Culture is a concept used to refer to sets of
traditions, values, rules, and symbols that shape
and are shaped by the feelings, thoughts, and
behaviours of groups of people;

= Values is a concept used to refer to shared ideas

about what is good and bad, desirable and

undesirable.
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What is a ? (cont’d)

There are two important points to note here:

1. to build models (or theories) of society, social
scientists connect relatively broad concepts like
“society” with relatively more focused concepts like
“culture” and “values™a;

2. concepts may be interpreted and studied differently,
even by people working within the same discipline.
This is because, as you will recall from Lesson 1

different theories offer different “lenses” -- or ways

of seeing and interpreting different phenomena.
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Revisiting Socialization as a Core Concept

As an example, consider “socialization,” which
was explained in Lesson 1 as the behavioural
learning that occurs when people interact with
other people and social groups (i.e. societies).

As you also will recall from Lesson 1,
socialization is core socioloigical concept
insofar as it is founded on acceptance of
humans as primarily social (rather than
psychological or biological) beings.
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Revisiting Socialization as a Core Concept (cont’d)

Because it is based on this main disciplinary assumpion, each of the core theories presented in
this course has something (slightly different) to say about socialization.

Before differentiating between these theoretical interpretations of this core concept, click here —
to access an embedded learning resource, which provided a detailed overview of the shared
sociological perspective on socialization.





