LESSON 3 "LAMB TO THE SLAUGHTER" BY ROALD DAHL
STORY ELEMENTS
Setting (place) - the home of Mary Maloney and Patrick Maloney and also the neighborhood grocery store
Setting (time)-in the evening, ten minutes to 5 pm till nine o'clock
Main character-Mary Maloney and Patrick Maloney
 Title and author-Lamb to The Slaughter by Roald Dahl
Supporting characters- 
I. Sam
II. Jack Noonan's
III. Charlie
Beginning
Mary Maloney is waiting for her husband, Patrick Maloney, to come back home. She is already six months pregnant. Mary receives her husband warmly and welcomes him with a drink as he relaxes from his tiresome and exhausting day. Patrick decides to drink more than his usual and adds another drink. Mary decides to prepare her husband something to eat, but he continually objects and finally insists that he has something that he needs to tell her.
Middle
Patrick tells Mary something that leaves her shocked, leading her into reacting without thinking in a way that she has no idea. The shocking news causes her to kill her husband with a frozen leg of a lamb. When she realizes she has killed him, she immediately starts to think fast as a detective's wife. She becomes aware of what she has done and the consequences that are to follow. Quickly she forms a plan and decides to act normally, doing everything normally. She takes the frozen meat into the kitchen and puts it into an oven to be cooked. Meanwhile, she prepares to go to the neighborhood grocery. She goes to the store acting completely normal to avoid acting when she gets back to her house. She returns home, and she is shocked to see her husband on the floor. She runs to him and calls the police station for help. The police officers come, and they start with their investigations while being considerate of Mary and being good.
End
Mary manages to convince them of her innocence in the incident. She serves the meat in the oven as a sign of appreciation of the tiresome work they are doing .the detectives continue searching for the murder weapon. At the same time, Mary giggles in the kitchen, for she alone knows the truth.
 
COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS (KEY QUESTIONS) 35 marks
1. Mary opens the door for her husband with a kiss as he enters
 Mary takes her husband's coat off and hangs it up
She makes a strong drink for her husband
Mary sits quietly next to her husband, enjoying his company without talking too much
2. [bookmark: _GoBack] Patrick was tired and thoroughly exhausted
3. Patrick is a policeman
4. Patrick told Mary something that shocked her
5. To make the story more captivating and thrilling, and captures the reader's attention and interest to find out what is going on and what will happen
6. She wanted to find out that what she had heard had not happened
7. The news she heard from her husband shocked her when she least expected it, and it directly affected her
Mary also changes as a result of weak mental ability to receive bad and shocking news. She does not respond with ease to the shocking news
8. She needed to do everything normally as it was a preparation and adaptation process to avoid acting when she goes back home to the reality of what had happened and also acts as a piece of backup evidence to protect Mary against any accusations
9. At the beginning of the story, Mary is obedient to her husband and listens to whatever he says. Throughout the story, Mary's obedient nature changes; when her husband tells her not to make super as he is going out, she still insists on making supper.
Mary acted without thinking and hit his husband with a frozen leg of a lamb on the back of his head.
10. Mary is comfortable talking to the detectives because she had already prepared herself for this by doing her best to do everything normally while at the store and as she got back to her home.
11.  The statement is a verbal irony since it would be hard for them even to get the weapon. The weapon they are looking for is already cooked. In preparation for the detectives to eat it yet, they have no clue about it, and instead, it's up to the weapon thinking they are doing a favor to Mary, but instead, they are destroying the weapon hence the guilty man.
12. The favor that Mary meant here is not a favor by the detectives to please her by eating the food she had prepared. The favor Mary is talking about is hidden, and she alone knows about it. The favor the detectives are doing is eating the evidence that would have proven
Mary’s guilty crime.
13. Mary already knew that the weapon the detectives were searching for was already in their stomach as they had eaten it already.
Mary knew that the detective’s search would lead them to nowhere even as they thought the weapon was under their noses.

14. The perfect wife kills her husband.
a) A perfect wife is expected to have positive qualities and characters all around her. She is to be a reference point for other wives to learn. Her behavior is expected to be exemplary. From the story, this statement is situational irony. The perfect wife turns out to be a criminal. Instead of spreading and having positive qualities and characters, she commits a crime by killing her husband.
b) The woman at the beginning of the story portrays an admirable character. She takes care of her husband very well as per house a wife should take care of her husband. The woman in the story is not expected to commit any crime. The woman later commits a violent crime, which was not expected.
c) Since the case involves a police officer, it's expected that detectives would solve it quickly and the criminal caught; however, this does not favor the case. Being a wife to the detective, the wife planned her way out and destroyed all evidence that could lead to her suspicion. The case could, therefore, not be solved.
15. Ironic tone -The author wants to portray an ironic tone by displaying how he describes the subjects and the true reality about the subjects.
16. Mysterious mood- the author displays a mysterious mood by hiding what Patrick said to his wife to make the reader interested in finding out what is happening.
Tense mood- The author also creates a tense mood when Mary plans to act as a detective's wife and avoid being captured as the criminal.

