The film Lincoln follows the weeks leading up to Congressional passage of the 13th Amendment to the Constitution of the United States.  This Steven Spielberg film has an all-star cast including Daniel Day-Lewis.  Other member of the cast included Sally Field as Mary Todd Lincoln, Tommy Lee Jones as Thaddeus Stevens, David Strathaim as William Seward, Hal Holbrook as Francis Preston Blair and Jared Harris as Ulysses S. Grant.  The film focuses on the personality of Lincoln and his tactics in bringing about the passage of the 13thAmendment.

Please choose 3. Of the following questions to answer. Length should be roughly a page.
1. Lincoln was a storyteller.  What were the objectives of these stories and how effective were they?
2. What is the role of Francis Preston Blair (Hal Holbrook) in passage of the 13th Amendment?
3. Lincoln was famous for his sense of humor.   What was he trying to accomplish by using humor?
4. Was Lincoln an opportunist or a principled person?  Justify your position.
5. Mary Todd Lincoln (Sally Field) was a complex character who had influence on both her husband and unfolding politics.  How do you assess her impact?
6. Lincoln did not keep his cabinet informed about each other's activities.  Was this a wise or effective tactic?
7. Why did Thaddeus Stevens (Tommie Lee Jones) say that he believed that the 13th Amendment meant "equality before the law only"?
8. What is your assessment of Lincoln's handling of his upcoming negotiations with representatives of the Confederacy?
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