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1. In your opinion, what does it mean to be literate?
In my perspective, being literate is the ability of reading and writing. It's a social construction, meaning having the ability to produce, interpret and understand language appropriately for different social contexts. To remain literate, the person must be willing to constantly learn about and adapt to varying perceptions of life and be competent in specified areas. When a person is well educated, able to read, showing or having extensive knowledge in learning or culture, we can say that can be described as literate. In other terms, literacy can be seen when an individual can produce and interpret language appropriately for contexts to the point where they can understand and research it deeply.

2. What role can language play in child development and learning?
During the early years of childhood, a child learns several languages from their peers, parents, or community. The language, therefore, supports the child's ability to communicate, express and understand feelings. It enhances the child's thinking capability, which helps them to create and maintain a relationship with others. Language also helps the child analyze ideas and understand what is wrong and sound, and through this experience, the children understand the world. Through their intermingling and engagements with peers, parents, siblings, teachers, community, the child can learn how to work in groups, share, negotiate, resolve conflicts and learn self-advocacy skills.
3. What do you believe is the relationship between reading, writing and literacy?
Reading is a process of interpreting written material, and writing is a process of representing information or data with symbols or letters. In contrast, literacy is the ability to read and write. The three methods independently rely on each other in such that the more you read, the better your writing will become, which essentially improves your literacy capabilities. The people who are capable of reading and writing have excellent literacy, which accords them great respect in society. Reading is all about learning, and writing is about expressing what a person has learnt, which gives out literacy, making the terms interdependent.
4. What are some of the various types of literacies, and how do they play a part in education today?
There are several kinds of literacies in the contemporary world today which continuously improve every day. Computer literacy is the know-how and ability to use computers and apply modern technologies appropriately. Computer literacy in the education sector today play a significant role in the industry. It helps in doing research, storing data and many more activities. Media literacy is another type of literacy, and it encompasses the actions that help people access, evaluate, critique and challenge, and create media. It is intended to promote the circulation of messages and information. Media literacy plays a part in education by circulating reliable sources essential in learning and teaching.
5. What do you believe are the most common barriers to academic progress in schools today?
Lack of motivation
Some students lack motivation and self-confidence, which affect their progress in school. Some students aren't confident enough to stand for their goals. Thus they lack the motivation to do well in school.
Inadequate resources
Some schools lack adequate resources to cater for the day to day improving technology. Due to this, the learners are not able to keep up with the changing world of technology.
Living in a country in conflict or at risk of conflict
[bookmark: _GoBack]This is another factor that has affected the progress in schools today. This is because many people in war-torn countries fear for their lives hence many of them opting to stay away from school to be safe from attack.
