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	Society comprises events and activities that may result in the understanding of oneself. Therefore, different authors have used social events to portray an awareness of the situation. For instance, the issue of racism had prevailed in society, and this author could use literature works through metaphors to present the effects of racism in society. Furthermore, rejection and suffering are also presented through different literature and their effects. This paper will focus on addressing the common themes of suffering and freedom in the literary works of Carmen Rivera, Isaac Bashevis Singer, and Maya Angelou. Also, it will concentrate on the valuable life lessons obtained from the literature as well as this study is essential beyond the class. 
Common Themes
	The theme of freedom is uniting the three literary works studied in class. Freedom is when individuals can talk, act and follow happiness with no gratuitous outside limitations (Laniuk 205). thus, freedom is essential since it improves expressions of innovation, resulting in high quality of life. Based on the works of Carmen Rivera, the theme of freedom is presented when Maria is not free to interact with both the Americans and the Puerto Ricans. Cultural identity is very critical in society, and thus this limits individuals' association with others because of the differences. Maria was born in America despite her parents being Puerto Ricans; thus, she is limited because of Puerto Rica identity in America. In Puerto Rico, she is restricted as an American (Carmen 87). On the other hand, the works of Isaac Bashevis also have a theme of freedom because Yoineh Meir is searching for liberty. Although Yoineh was contesting for the rabbi of Kolomir, he was given a position of a slaughterer to maintain the Kosher tradition. Yoineh was a sensitive man and had immense compassion for animals and other living creatures; therefore, this work made him sick (Pinsker 208). Finally, the work of Maya Angelou also has a theme of freedom because it indicates the story of a caged bird. Angelou speaks about two birds, one free and another one in captive. The author states that the caged bird is singing for freedom because it is a natural state of living beings. 
	Another uniting theme in the three literary works is suffering. All three works revolve around the suffering of the characters. For instance, the works of Maya Angelou speak about the suffering of a caged bird. The bird is in deep pain, and its hope is seen when it tries to deal with the situation through singing for freedom (Angelou n.p.). Also, it is completely immobilized because it is confined in a cage, the wings clipped, and feet tied. Therefore, even if the bird manages to escape, it cannot move or fly.
On the other hand, Carmen Rivera's play La Gringa indicates how the characters struggle with the cultural ties. Cultural differences make Maria suffer through rejection and realization of her cultural identity, whether she is an American or a Puerto Rican (Carmen 34). Maria also finds it a challenge to associate with the members of the family who consider her an outsider and make her feel isolated (Astor 89). In the Slaughterer short story, the theme is presented when Yoineh, a man that is compassionate about animals, is given a role as a slaughterer. The bloodbath and cruelty of existence are not meant to serve his inner satisfaction; thus, this circumstance pushed him into a dark pit of eternal misery where there was no escape. Also, Yoineh notes that a man cannot ask for death, but deep within himself, he asks for death (Pinsker 215). This situation makes Yoineh go insane and finally drown himself in the river.
Valuable Life Lessons
	The three-literature works provide valuable life lessons that can help navigate through society. For instance, humanity is a lesson evident in all three works. In Carmen Works, society does not behave in humanity. That is why Maria feels a void of no belonging because when she is in America, she is considered a Puerto Rican. In Puerto Rico, she is regarded as an American (Carmen 87). Humanity involves treating others as equals; however, Maria is treated as an outsider in both America and Puerto Rico, to the extent of not getting a job in her home. Therefore, I have learned to treat others the same way I would like to be treated because even the story of Slaughterer also presents humanity. After all, one should not have more compassion than God (Pinsker 209). Also, the poem has provided essential life lessons about discrimination and the effects it causes to the victim population. I have learned how the caged bird is discriminated against from the free one. The caged bird suffers from confinement while the other lives in nature as it pleases. Carmen Rivera's plays also provide relevant life lessons of self-acceptance. Accepting yourself is one of the best things in living a happy life. However, Maria's behavior is influenced by the American culture, which is not sitting well for the Puerto Ricans. Therefore, Maria should live by herself because she cannot be the person she is not.
Usefulness of Study Beyond Class
	The study of this literature proves useful beyond the class because of the important awareness it adds to an individual concerning living a good life in society. Society comprises several activities and behaviors such as racism and a loss of sensation in humanity which needs to be retrieved back. All these are critical in social relations and being optimistic concerning life because it does open an individual's mind to understand and be open-minded and accommodative. 
Conclusion
	Society comprises different critical aspects which might lead to actions that are discriminating or add to the suffering of others. Therefore, the three literary works are united by three themes, including freedom and suffering. In each, the characters struggle to obtain their liberty because of the suffering exposed to them. Also, the literature provides important life lessons such as behaving humanely, treating others as equals, and self-acceptance. Although the literature is vital in class, it has added awareness of how society works and the effects of cultural differences. 
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