Running Head: LITTER IN MY ENVIRONMENT                                                                       1
LITTER IN MY ENVIRONMENT                                                                                                 2

Litter in My Environment
Student’s Name

Institutional Affiliation

My local area is a kind of an untidy place with a lot of litter in the environment. Litter is defined as waste in the wrong place.  Despite of the fact that there is this specific place where a dumpsite has been set up, there is a neighboring area where there is a lot of waste material, which has been wrongly dumped; a site which I chose to assess in details. There were different kinds of litter in the environment of the dumpsite. Among this litter were papers, food remains, cigarettes, plastic materials, broken glass equipment and some electronic devices. The site was greatly filled with papers as the highest percentage, an average of 40%. Polythene paper bags cannot be recycled. They are instead thrown into the dumpsite. And since they are inorganic, they do not decompose easily. While some of the polythene paper bags may have flown into the site while wind was blowing, others have been intentionally dumped there from home trash cans. Most of the polythene bags in the site were packaging papers which wrap foodstuffs and junk foods like crisps, biscuits and other consumables. There was also paper trash that looks like it was intentionally dumped. From an analysis, it was made up of papers from exercise books and from my opinion; it may have been a student who was disposing off his or her exercise books after the completion of an academic year. 

Another constituent of the litter was plastic material. There were a lot of plastics, averagely 30% of the trash. These plastics were from broken chairs, tables, broken cups, plates and dishes. I tend to think that this trash was intentionally disposed of at this site. Plastic materials are too heavy for wind to carry them away. Besides, they look like they were packed in a polythene bag before something like an animal or a child came and dispersed it. This is because it was all located in one place at the site. 20% of the site was filled with glass waste material. This was mainly from broken windows, cups, plates, dishes and other glass equipment. From my opinion, I believe that this kind of trash is intentional litter. It may have been discarded here by motorists and pedestrians who were having glassware that accidentally broke. The litter may have also been thrown by people who were at a public event as most of the glassware looked alike. 
Lastly, there was unintentional litter in the construction site. This includes litter that accidentally fell off from improperly secured trash, pickup trucks and collection vehicles. This includes cigarette butts, one of the most common waste materials in the world as cigarette is commonly abused. It also includes electronic wastes like phones, remotes, mouse, chargers, television and fridge guards as well as laptops that have broken down and cannot work. This unintentional litter also involves aluminum cans and cardboard boxes besides some plastic bottles that fall of the trucks. Falling off is frequent due to the long distance between the trash collecting site and the legal dumpsite from the state. There is a high population and thus, a lot of waste is generated whereas collection vehicles are limited. Through over loading, the litter falls off the vehicles. Large and hazardous wastes were also a part of the site and I believe it is part of thee unintentional litter because no one could have intentionally disposed of a car tire and a desktop on the site.  

