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FEATURES OF LIVING THINGS
A living thing is sometimes referred to as an organism. An organism refers to any entity that possesses the properties of life. Living things are normally classified using taxonomy into multi-cellular organisms such as plants, and animals, and single-cellular microorganisms like bacteria and protists. Therefore, this paper focuses on identifying the major characteristics of a living thing. 
First, living things are organized by cells. Cells can be defined as the basic units of life. While some organisms may have one cell, others may have multiple cells. Cells are important because they determine the shape and structure of the organism's body, help in the absorption of nutrients from the consumed foods, and helps in the determination of which nutrients are to be turned into energy.  Second, any living organisms must use resources to make energy. That is, living organisms need food, water, air, and other nutrients to undergo different metabolism and be converted into energy that helps in the sustainability of life. The main source of energy in the bodies of living organisms is the cells, tissues, and other organs. This energy is stored in different parts of an organism to be used immediately or later. Based on research on (Osellame et al, 2012), some cells can carry energy and DNA genomes at the same time. For instance, Mitochondria can orchestrate energy production and maintenance of the organism's life.
Moreover, every organism grows and develops. Growth refers to the process of enlargement of an organism while development refers to the change that creates a more complex organism. Based on (Lickliter, 2009), growth is physical while development involves cellular changes or changes in the DNA. Comprehension of organism growth and development can help understand intelligence, aptitude, height, weight, structure, shape, hair color, and other factors influenced by heredity such as sex. 
Furthermore, living things respond to the stimulus of the environment. That is, they adapt to change in the environment, and react to a certain stimulus in the environment. For instance, hot weather can cause an organism to sweat while cold weather can cause shivering, light, air, and water can be external stimuli that cause a plant to grow. The nervous system of living organisms allows them to respond quickly to the alterations in the internal environment through different sense organs, such as tongue, eyes, nose, and ears for humans and animals. 
Also, living things must reproduce. Reproduction refers to the process through which new living organisms are produced from their parents. Reproduction can be through budding, fragmentation, sexual reproduction, asexual reproduction, fission, budding, parthenogenesis, and so many other methods to help in replication. The main goal and responsibility of reproduction are to maintain continuity of the species or development of new species when organisms from different species reproduce. 
In conclusion, living organisms possess a lot of features that enable their functioning. For instance, response, reproduction, growth, development, regulation, energy processing, and homeostatic. Therefore, to comprehend the effective anatomy of any living thing, the understanding of the physical and the functional characteristics of living things is important. 
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