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Los Angeles in the Big Sleep
The book “The Big Sleep” is set in Los Angeles and Hollywood in 1930s during the depression. In particular, Raymond Chandler portrays Los Angeles as a rain-soaked city, which is depraved, dirty, as well as dark. The city is considered a dangerous urban jungle that the detective has to struggle through to determine the truth. Specifically, the Big Sleep depicts Los Angeles as a jungle with a broad array of settings that range from Mars’ illegal gambling joint to the wealthy Sternwood mansion to the detective’s decorated office. In particular, this indicates that the city has people of different status. On the same note, it is evident that various crimes such as gambling are experienced in the city and detectives work hard to solve a number of problems relating to the crimes in the city (Chandler, 2002). Detectives have the mandate to access the available different social settings and pass judgment on everyplace they visit. For example, Marlowe’s despise for the rich as he observes around at the expensive furniture. In fact, Marlowe’s office is not lavishly decorated, and this is a sign that the detective does not put false pretenses. 
Additionally, the Big Sleep presents the grittiness of Los Angeles, which makes for a dark tone as well as stresses the idea that the detective feels out of place in this contemporary globe. For example, the city has a series of little dank beach towns that have shack-like houses constructed down on the sand close to the rumble of the surf as well as large houses constructed back on the slopes behind the city (Chandler, 2002). In spite of the yellow window shone in the city, most of the houses in Los Angeles are dark. Chandler likens the city to a world with a wet emptiness. Simply put, the city is associated with darkness, which is the reason for various crimes reported in the detective’s office. Los Angeles stakeholders must work hard to ensure light in the city. 
Raymond Chandler uses various damp and dark imagery that makes people want to curl up next to a warm fire. Some of the imageries utilized to explain Los Angeles include thick fog, wet emptiness, dark beach towns, moist concrete, as well as dark houses. The detective considers the city a bleak world for him because of the aforementioned aspects. Additionally, the Big Sleep indicates that in the sprawling expanse of the city, it is easy to feel lost as well as alone and the constant rain does not help (Chandler, 2002). Conventionally, rain implies some aspect of cleansing; however, the author utilizes the rain for the opposite effect. Specifically, the city is never purified of its sins no matter the way rain pours down on its dirty streets. The detective’s cynicism comes from his realization that he will never be at a position to rid Los Angele of its deep-seated corruption. The aforementioned cynicism is considered a mark of a depression-era city when honest jobs were scarce as well as the streets filled with considerable crime. Precisely, Los Angeles is considered an essential location in the book because it provides diverse scenarios used to describe the challenges facing individuals in various cities. Furthermore, Los Angeles is a pioneer city that existed during the depression era, one of the greatest cities in the world that experiences and hosts diverse types of people and that is why it befits the occurrence in The Big Sleep.
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