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[bookmark: _GoBack]Like most people applying to graduate school, I have had life and career experiences that have shaped the person I am today. I have had a successful military career spanning twenty years. My career in the military has seen me travel to almost every corner of this country. I have interracted and lived with people from all lifestyles. I have spent months with groups of people whose ways of life were anything but similar to those I lived in when growing up. My career has helped me develop an appreciation for the diverse culture in our country. In my career, I have been assigned operations in ghetto and affluent neighborhoods; spending time in these different settings has opened my eyes to how wide the social and economic gap in our country is. Being an African American, I have developed a rich understanding of how similar and different my culture is from other minority groups. As I interacted with these diverse cultural groups, I could not help but appreciate how similar we are in our differences; at the core of all cultures is a desire to belong and feel like part of a community. I believe that I will contribute to The Graduate School's diversity at Northwestern University as I bring with me a twenty-year-long experience of extensive travel and interaction with diverse groups of people.

