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Introduction 
Marijuana, a mixture of dried leaves, seeds, and flowers obtained from the hemp plant, Cannabis Sativa, is a commonly used drug by most people globally. According to the National Institute on Drug Abuse (2020), most individuals use the drug illegally for recreational purposes, consequently making it one of the country's most abused drugs. Although some states have legalized marijuana specifically for medical and recreational usage, the federal law still prohibits drug possession except for specified research environments (Todd, 2018). Proponents advocating for the legalization of the drug for recreational purposes have argued that the federal should not impose any prohibitions on the sale, possession, and use of the drug. 
The support for the recreational use of marijuana has increased over the past few years, and most people have argued against the high costs involved in enforcing marijuana laws and the increasing number of people in jails arrested for violating the marijuana laws, especially the young population. For this reason, there is a need to liberalize the drug in the country. 
Need for legal consistency
Even though it has been proven statistically that alcohol and other drugs such as opioids present dangerous effects on the users than marijuana, most countries globally have continued to maintain hard stances on the issue of drug legalization (Drug-Free World, 2020). However, some countries have only legalized the drug specifically for medical purposes. Proponents have argued that marijuana is believably less harmful compared to cigarettes, and thus adults need to be allowed to use the drug with unrestricted freedom. 

Similarly, it is argued that legalizing marijuana would make its recreational use safer through necessary testing, labeling, and efficient packaging. In this view, due to presumably comparative effects, there is a need to legalize the drug for recreational purposes with regulations governing its use (Caulkins et al., 2016).
Arguably, legal consistency is essential in the formulation of regulations and laws governing drug use. Even though alcohol is associated with thousands of deaths, its public display and sale are protected by the law. In this sense, the regulation needs to be applied proportionally to the danger imposed by the drug. In a sense, if alcohol and cigarettes are legalized despite their huge death toll, marijuana also needs to be legalized to achieve legal consistency (Caulkins et al., 2016).
Economic impacts
It is argued that over half of the current US population has had a taste of marijuana. With the high usage, admittedly, the drug holds a huge economic potential that can only be realized after its legalization (Todd, 2018). Legalizing the drug's recreational use in the country would believably add billions of dollars to the economy. Legalizing the drug is believed to come with federal regulations governing its use, which will regulate drug cartel systems, consequently helping lower street crimes. It is believed that removing the criminal label from the drug and regulating it like tobacco and alcohol would result in significant positive impacts on the economy of the country. 
Also, as it stands now, engaging in the marijuana business can be considered illicit; however, after its legalization, under the rule of law, Cannabis sativa would be considered one of the country's cash crops, consequently resulting in the creation of job and other opportunities. 
In addition, providing legal foundations to regulate the drug's sales would save the government millions of dollars currently spent on court costs and correctional facilities. Similarly, the regulation of the marijuana sector would also provide the state and federal government with new sources of tax revenues (Shanahan & Ritter, 2014). For these economic reasons, the government should consider legalizing the use of this drug. Decriminalization of the drug would significantly contribute to the federal tax base. In this view, states that are yet to decriminalize the drug are willingly missing out on potential revenues. 
Medicinal use
Medically, marijuana has continued to show positive promises in treating arthritis with minimal or no damage to the internal organs as Vioxx, Indocin, and Toradol (Drug enforcement administration, 2018).  Adult users have reported various health-related impacts associated with the drug, such as stopping pain, mitigating sclerosis, etc., despite these promising medical benefits; the government is still reluctant to decriminalize the drug. It is suggested that the use of the drug can be legitimized in sports to treat the injuries sustained by the players. 
Reduce harm
It is essential to note that in most states where the drug is still illegal, the use of this drug has disproportionately affected young people of color (Wu et al., 2020). In the enforcement of state and federal laws, police have been observably biased, consequently resulting in huge racial disparities. For this reason, it is believed there is a need to legalize its recreational use to help stamp out the existing racial disparities in the enforcement of these laws. 


Conclusion
Based on these facts, the use of marijuana needs to be legalized purposely for recreational uses. Millions of dollars would be made available to the federal government through taxation of the marijuana legal sectors. Also, as an agriculturally produced plan, Cannabis would be exported to earn the country foreign exchange. The regulation of marijuana would also ensure proper testing of the products to determine if they meet the required standards necessary for a legalized market. This would ensure the safety of the users. 
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