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MEMORANDUM
TO:  
FROM:
DATE:
RE:       Executive Regulations of Health Practice Law 
[bookmark: bb0005]This is in regard to the request on detailing the Executive Regulations of Health Practice Law that prohibits pharmacists from dispensing antibiotics without prescription. The practice of dispensing antibiotics with no prescription by pharmacists in community pharmacies was going on until 2018 when Ministry Of Health in made an announcement on the enforcement of the Executive Regulations of Health Practice Law in order to control antibiotics use. The reasons for this are believed to having been contributed by overuse and abuse of antibiotics. It is reported that a continuous use of antibiotics results in to spread of antibiotic resistance ("Saudi Pharmaceutical Journal | Vol 28, Issue 1, Pages 1-154 (January 2020) | ScienceDirect.com by Elsevier", 2021) (Abdelaziz et al., 2019). This phenomenon has serious effects which are an increase in health expenditure, increased morbidity and mobility and also an increase in hospital stay.
[bookmark: bb0040]	Laws being meant to be followed and having their pros and cons, this particular one had a vast impact in the pharmacy sector because data started to depict a rise in antibiotics resistance around the world, and Saudi Arabia instigated this law with its potential function of enforcing the reduction in the sales of oral antibiotics. As a consequence, the percentage of pharmacists dispensing antibiotics with no prescription was reduced from 97.9% in 2011 to 63% in 2015 ( El Zowalaty et al., 2016). Profits have decreased due to a reduction in the sales and thus community pharmacies need to diversify revenues by taking up and implementing value-added services, for example anticoagulation services, smoking cessation counseling, travel health, lipid screenings, and osteoporosis screenings.
	The sustainability of the pharmaceutical company model in light of different antimicrobial stewardship programs and the law enforcement is at stake.  Firms can however adopt a subscription style model for antibiotics to motivate pharmaceutical manufacturers to invest in innovation and development of brand-new antibiotics or improving on the existing ones and secure payment for antibiotics upfront on the basis of value that their antibiotics rather than the utilized quantities by the general public. The kind of model that delinks the returns from the volume of sales(quantity) for antibiotics and encourages pharmaceutical manufacturers to invest in the research and development of antibiotics hence good less harmful quality is needed for the mutual grow and benefit of all parties involved. Moreover, despite the enforcement of the law the is still misuse of antibiotics  indicating the  need for educational programs ,trainings  and campaigns to improve the knowledge of the population of use of this drugs, their side effects when misused , this would be more of a success to the pharmaceutical sector 
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